THE TIOUS 


Country Pariſhioner 


INSTRUCTED 


HOW 
To ſpend every Day, through the whole Courſe 


of his Life, in a religious and acceptable Manner. 


Advice how to keep the Lokp's-DAY holy, A 
Courſe of Reading the Holy Scriptures, wherein 1s 
ſewn how much they out-do in Eloquence, all the 
Nules of human Art. A right Method of Educa- 
tion; the ill Conſequence of with-holding Inſtruction 
from Children; how to ſubdue their Paſſions, and 
make them a Comfort to their Friends, and a Bleſſing 
to the World, 


The FEASTS and FAs TS. 


To which are added, COLLECTS on 
ſeveral Occaſions, 


Alſo, a DiscovRSsE concerning the indiſpenſible, 
though, in Country Pariſhes, much-neglefted Duty of receiving 
the Bleſſed Sactzment of the LORD's-SUPPEXR, Wherein 

The Nature of it is deſcribed, | 
The Obligations of Frequenting it enforced. 

All the Excuſes, uſually brought for the Neglect of it, aaſwered, 
The Ignorant Perſon taught what he muſt do in order to be 


A Worthy Communicant. 


And becauſe all muſt die, Rules are given for a devout: 
Behaviour in the Time of SICKNESS; and Directions laid 
down how to prepare for a happy Change at DE ATH, Ur 
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Our Converſation is in Heaven. 
Continue in Prayer, and <vatch in the ſame, with Thanlf, 
giving. C Di, Iv. 2; 


| The SixTEenTH EvitiON, Greed ond Improv 


Ss 
$ = 


EE GO ND Q 5 * * 


Printed for B. Dop and E. JonhNsoN; R. Barone) | 
W. Jonxs rom; B. Law ; and M. at} 


M.DCC.L XIV, 
Pies bound 18. 64, er 158, a Doz, to thoſe who give them * 


- 


* 
* 


— * 0 mm —ꝗä—4ĩ1— ͤ 2 — —— ——— g;. — * "_— 
7 4 - 


N Nαν AN LE * x N *. K NN 
NN N. N. I; . NN Ns PEE” 


To the Provs 
Country PARISHIONER. 


F all the wonderful Nor of God, 
the nobleſt and mft exalted of any in 
this lower Werid, is Man. For the 
his Body be formed out of the Duſt of the 
Ground, yet in this frail aud corruptible Body, 
God hath placed a meſt excellent and heavenly 
{abotitant, a rational and immertal Soul, ca- 
pable of Knowing, leving, and ſerving il“ 
Alater here, and of enjoying bim for ever in 
the Kingdom of Heaven hereafter. The T hought 
of this will lead every conſiderate Man t5 land 
amazed at the extreme Folly and Blindneſs of 
Mankind, to fee bete childifhly they prefer poor 
fleeting Satisfactions, before thoſe that are laſt- 
ing, ſolid, and eternal. The pooreſt Perſon in 
your Pariſh (theugh the Rich may lock on Hin, 
with corn) vas an immortal Soul, worth more 
than the whole. World, and all its tempting 
Glories;, and if he will but do bis beſt, through 
the divine Alſiſtance, ts live in Obedience 1» 
God's Laws, he will 7 afſuredly die in 5 
Favour, aud through the Mletits of Chriſt rife 
again at the laſt Day, and ſo be ever with 
rhe Lord. Do you then at? like a Men, and, 
what is more, like a. Chriſtian, that yeu © loſe 
not ou Hope in. ſo glorious an Enterprize, 
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1 To the Probs 


Eternity is as Stake, one Heaven is ſet be 


fore you, as vour AS e a exceeding, 


great Rex, SY That Heaven for which many 
holy Men and Women have ſpent theſe precious 
Heurs in Works of Piety and Devotion, 
which careleſs aud wicked People waſte in 
Rioting and Drunkenneſs : Thet Heaven, fer 
which Martvrs have laid doton their Lives : 
This Heaven is freely offered to you. Wheat 4 
prodigious Fol'y is it, for Men to betoke 
themſelves with lo mi! " Eogerneſs to e ma- 
naging of their Ear bly Afairs, and vet be fo 
grofsly negligent in rut Concerns their Sau, 
They ill teil and foveat for the fading Poy- 
ſeffrons of this Life; bu! expreſs too little Con- 
CerH for that bliſsful State, which ſhall never 
bave an End. It is giite the Ren verſe in other 
Matters. Behold! the bu Cintriver will 
buſtle through ail Difficulties ts bring about his 
Defigns. The amvnitious Man fei ds reftle!s 
Days, and flerpleſs Nights, to raiſe himſelf to u 
Poſt of Honour. You in the Country riſe early, 
iate take reſt, and cat the Bread of Careful- 
neſs, in og der lo [i port yourſelves, or increaſe 
your Acres of Land. Thus do Men of all Rank, 
with great Application, beſicay their Thoughts 
end Labours on Matters rela ing to this mortal 
Life, and ſadly negle the weightizr Concerns 
of Eternity. 

You cannot but have beard, kow many Na- 
tions ſtill ſit in Darkneſs, and the Shadow of 
Death, whoſe pitiable Caſe it is to live and die 
without the Knowledge of the true God, or of 


Teſs 


Country Pariſhioner. v 
| Jeſus Chriſt, our only Lord and Savicur : You 


| commiſerate and bewail their Ixnorance: What 
” will be the Portion of the benighted Heathen 
at the laſt Day, upon whom the Lizht of the 
» glorious Goſpel hath not ſhined, becomes not us 
© to determine. We may be ofſured of this, that 
the merciful Judge a all the Earth will do 
right. But certainly, they who booſt of the 
glorious Title of beins Chriſtians, and never- 
* theleſs lead Lives contrery to that holy Pro- 
felſion, are in a far worſe State than a Hea- 
then Man or an Infidel. Our all gracious 
God, that Men might not fooliſhly caſt them- 
ſelves away, by doating en the Follies of this 
\ vain Life, has by the greateſt Hopes and moſt 
 owakening Threatnings, and by all the wiſe 
Arts of Love, endeavoured to reſcue them fr "on 
Mays that lead to Deſtruttion. 


He flriftily commands Parents, Maſters ef 


| Families, and Miniſters of the Goſpel, to quicken 
hour Apprebenſions of Sin, and ſhew the una- 
[wakened Soul the dreadful Conſequences of it. 


And many good People, by an unblemiſhed 


Liſe, by publick and private Inſtrutticns, and 


wy writing Devotional Treatiſes, have, and ſtill 
do endeavour to remove that thick Veil, which 


clouds the Underſtandings of inconſiderate and 
ungoaly Men, 


| 1 e we live in (Thanks be to Ged) abounds 
with jo Books; and it is to be hoped that 
he Worid is bettered by them. If ſome ſhall 
berefore cenſure this Performance as unne- 
Yary, J ſay, that I do not remember to have 


a teen 
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v1 To the Piovus 


feen any Tratt of this Nature, which contain: 
in ſo narrow a Compaſs, all the Duties requi- Þ. 
fite to Salvation. Beſides, ſome People like one | 
Book, ſome another: What does not affect one, 
may ſenſibly touch another. This Variety is | 
here put into one Manual, that by its Cheapneſs 
and Brevity it may be purchaſed and peruſed | 
by ſuch as have not Money to go to the Price | 
of, or Leiſure to turn over many Books. And 
if but one Sinner is reclaimed, the Author has | 
his Retard; and he kopes he ſhall be able al- 
ways to bear any Cenſure, when the Providence 
of God offers him an Opportunity of doing 
Good, 

No Words can expreſs of how great Uſe | 
theſe devout Breathings of the Soul towards 
God will be, to preſerve you in a devout Frame | 
at all Times and in all Places. For what | 
Temptation is likely to overcome the Man that 
is well fortified, and upon his Guard all the 
Day long! Many Enemies have you to ſtrug- 
gle with; Enemies that are continually active 
and induſtrious to lay Baits, and ſuggeſt Temp- 
tations to rob you of your Innocence; and your 
treacherous Heart will be too apt to join in 
Confederacy againſt yourſelf. Think therefore, 

Friend and Pariſhioner, for it concerns you 
nearly, think that the Time will quickly come, 
when your Fleſh, after all your Care of it, 
will fink into a noiſome Carcaſe, and be only 
Food for Worms. Spend, therefore, ſome lei- 
ſure Hours in adorning your Soul with good 
Works, and rendering it agreeable in the * 
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, God, and of his holy Angels, before «whom it 
muſt appear, and perhaps very ſcon. 
' often do you hear of People ſnatched away by ſud- 


Country Pariſhioner. Vit 
For, how 


den Death? This may be your own Caſe; be 
therefore always prepared. Ii is the great Arti- 


fie of the Devil to perſuade you, that it is Time 


* the Souls 0 


enough to be plous: But God has made the Hour 
of Death uncertain, that you may be ready when- 
ever he ſummons you out of this Life. When 
once you are laid in the Grave, there is no Repen- 
tance : As Death receives you, ſo Judgment will 


* find you. 


Think how diſmal will be that Day, when bold, 
preflizate Sinners ſhall be ſeparated from the God- 
ly, and for ever baniſhed from the Sight and Pre- 


| ſence of Gd; when they ſhall be abandoned to the 
Fury 


of Devils to all Eternity. 
On the other Side, lift up your Eyes by Faith, 


and you will ſee, that they who have done well, 
* have the Honour of aſſociating with Patriarchs 
and Prophets, of conver/ing 
Martyrs, and all their dear Friends and Relations 


with Saints and 


departed hence in the Lord. 
It is the Deſign of this little Book, to awaken 


the Unthinking into Conſideration; to ſtir up all 
Parents, and Guardians, and Tutors, to take care 


of all ſuch as are committed to thetr Charge. 

by your Negligence, bad Example, or ill Conduct, 
f your Children, or Servants, ſhall pe- 
riſh, God will ſeverely reckon with you another 
Day; and may juſtly require their Blood at 
your Hands. This T hought ſhould make all care» 
leſs Governors tremble, who uſe fero or no Endea- 

a 2 Vours 


viii To the P1ovus 


vorrs to inſtruct and reform their Children, Rela- 
tions, or Servants ; but out of a cruel Fondne)s 


gratify their Humours, and ſuffer them without 


Correction to go on in Lying, Curſing, and Rail- 
ing, and all bad Courſes, till at laſt they grow bold | 


in Wickeaneſs. Too many have no higher Aims Þ 


in the Education of their Children, than barely 19 
teach them what will qualify them for Trades and 
Employments, or to bring them up in Vanity and | 
Pride. Indeed, were Men defigned only ſor this 
Life, it were enongh that they were educated 
according to the Maxims of this World; but 
whereas there is a Life after this, wwe ſhould be | 
trained up in the Prattice of ſuch Things as will 
qualify us for the Enjoyment of a future happy State. 
As to the Religion of Chriſt, which ve profeſs, 
it ig built on ſuch firm Principles, that it muſt 
convince all reaſonable and unprejudiced Men, 
For, that Chriſt came down from Heaven to re- 
veal God's Will to Mankind; that to gain Belief Þ 
to his Dettrine, he wrought great, nay, aftoniſh- Þ 
ing Miracles, foretold future Events : That he roſe 


from the Dead and was ſeen by. many, who died i 


Martyrs to the Truth of what they aſſerted : Al! . 


theſe Hinds the maſt bitter Enemies of Chriſtianity 


cannot deny. If you are not convinced by all this, 
I cannot ſee bow it is poſſible to prove any one 
Matter of Fatt in the whole World, To this may 
be added the incredible Progreſs of Chriſt's Reli- 


gion, through all Obſtruttions, without Force of 


Arms, or Countenance of the Civil Power. And 
how amazing is it, that a Doctrine ſo contrary 


4 "og and Blood, oe be propagated by a 


Company 


ik neither Power to force, nor Eloquence to perſuade 
ut |. Men to embrace it? The moſt barbarous and ſin- 
115 ful People were brought to profeſs the Goſpel, 
ld | mougre all the Oppoſition that the World, the 
ms |, Fleſh, and the Devil, could make againſt it. 
10 Confider the Force of theſe few Hon and 
nd you will be ſatisfied, that Chriſt alone is the 
1d way to Life. And I hope the following Rules 
his | vill guide you in the Way to Salvation. To en- 
ted courage you to ſet about this pious Work, imme- 
out diately, I affirm, that the Performance will be 
' be very eaſy ; for you may lift up your Thoughts, and 
vill converſe with Heaven, even while you are hold- 
1%. ing the Plongh. 
eſs, | The learning a little at a Time, of theſe Eja- 
uſt | culations and Prayers, will be no hard Taſk, and 
len. the daily Uſe of them will prove a delightful and 
re- | edifying Work. The Devil and impudent Sinners 
lief perſuade you, that it is necdleſs to be upon your 
Yli- | Guard, or that evil Habits may be conquered 
roſe | without much Trouble; but never mind that h- 
died ing Spirit, nor lying Sinners; avoid their Sug- 
A geſtions, as you would the Plague. Be ſtrong 
nity | and of good Courage, and firmly reſolve, 
his, with God's Help, to do your Duty. If you meet 
one | with Difficulties at firſt, do not be diſcouraged, 
may ut hold on in your Chriſttan Profeſſion, without 
xeli- wavering ; religious Habits, and the Grace 0 
e Cad, will quickly make the Paths of Duty eaſy and 
And pleaſant. Set before you the good Examples of the 
rary | Saints of God. The Saints, once Men of like Paſ- 
by a fions and Infirmities with yourſelves, are now in 
pany | © 


Country Pariſhioner. ix 


| Company of plain and illiterate Men, who had 
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and Happineſs, yet they once, like you, lived ith 
this Vale of Sin and Tears. They ſtrove with the 
ſame Difficulties that you do. God, who enabled 
them to evercome, will alſo ſtrengiben you, ena- 
bling you to be more than Conquerors, through the 
Captain of our Salvation, the Lord Feſus Chriſt. 

Ma) that Ced, who commanded Light to ſpring 
out of Darkneſs, and who can alſo bring Know- 
ledge out of I;ncrance, ſend forth his Grace with 
all its divine Influcuces into your Hearts, that you 
may with as araent Deſires labour for unfading 
Treaſures in Heaven, as you do for periſhing 
Treaſures upon Earth; then will your Conver- 
ſation be in IIcaven, aud wo Fears of Death 
make you afraid. And wien the Time of your 
Departure out of th s troubleſome V,"orld is come, 
you may die with comfortable Hopes, that you 
will be received by the Savicur of Mankind, with 
well done , 


no Man taketh from thee. That you may ſo att, 


and be at laſt ſo bleſſed, God of his infinite Mercy | 


grant, through Jeſus Chriſt cur Lord. Amen. 


and faithful Servant, come, 
.after long Toils and many Dangers, enter | 


thou into the Joy of thy Lord: A Joy which 


1 
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Meditation Page 1 

| A Prayer 7 
Ejaculation when you awake 9 
While you get up . ibid. 
When you dreſs and waſh 10 
When you fiſt go abroad ibid. 


Morning Prayer, for a private Perſon, or Family 11 
Short Prayer for Children, or when called away by 


ſudden Buſineſs 16 
Before Reading 18 
While you are Reading ibid. 

After Reading 19 
| Prayer for a Bleſſing on your Labour ibid. 
God's Eye is always, and in all Places, upon you, 
> while you are at Work 1 $0 
2: When you undertake a Work of great Moment 21 
When you bch»!d the Heavens, Fields, or Earth 22 
If any Temptation aſſaults you ibid. 
If you dread any ſudden Danger ibid. 
If you or your Friends eſcape Danger ibid. 
L If any ill Accident befalls you 23 
If you are ſuddenly betrayed into Sin | tbid, 
If you eſcape a Temptation | 24 
© If Company or Mirth have di \Nipated your Mind 5374. 
When you ſee others ſin grievoully ibid. 
When the Weather is u:ſcaſonable /-0: 88 
Thanks for fai. Weather 26 
Before you go a ] urney tbtd. 
Upon your ſafe Keturn from a Journey 27 
If you are tortured with Gout, Stone, Cc. ibid. 


Prayer at Noon, or any Time of Retirement 28 
Grace 


. — 


Evening Prayer, for yourſelf alone, or Family 


CONTENTS. 

Grace before and after Meat p- 30, 31 
If you are great or rich in the World ibid.] 

If your Lot is caſt among the Poor 321 | 
If you goto a Feaſt 33 } 
Betore you partake in any Diverſions 34] N 
A General Thankſgiving for all Mercies wid. | 
After you return from your daily Labour 3510 
If you have committed Sin in your Thoughts 36 

If your Words have been blame- worthy ibid. 
If you have done amiſs in your Actions 37 | 
Cenſure yourſelf daily 38}? 
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A fhort Prayer at Night, ſor Children, Servants, or 


any ſtraitned in Time 43104 
When you undreſs 45 
When you lie down in your Bed ibid. 
When you cloſe your Eyes to fleep 40 
Meditations when you cannot ſleep ibi 


d . 


Editation and Prayer 47, 400 

Inſtruction about the Lord's Day 497 
"Thanks that you know God and the true Religion 54 
Prayer a little before Church-Time 55| 
Meditation when you leave your Houſe 56 
While you walk to Church 2 


At the Church-Yard, and Church-Door 57, 500 


As ſoon as you enter the Church 


When you enter your Seat i 
If you are cold in Devotion 60| 
If good Affections kindle in your Breaſt 61J 
Before or after ſinging the Pſalms 641 
Before and after Sermon ili 

When Prayers are ended ib 
When you go out of Church 67 
In what Manner to read the Bible 114 
Where to begin, and how to proceed 2 


CONTENTS. 
„ 21 'That the inſpired Writers have a Majeſty above any 


1% Heathen Orators and Poets p. 65 
42 Go to the Evening Service 67 
33 Prayers to be uſed by Parents or Guardians. 68 
31 How to make Children a Comfort to their Friends C9 


% Let Children be informed that there is a God, and 


35 ALife after this 70 
30 What Virtues are to be inſtilled; how to govern 
101. . their Paſſions 71 
3 Let Parents ſet their Children a good Example 73 
33 Childrens Prayer for their Parents, c. ibid. 
3 
ts, or The great FESTIVALS. 
. | Editation and Prayer "4, 76 
224% CoLLtcrs, On Chriſtmas Day 78 
4 On Good Friday 79 
1215 On Eaſter Day 81 
On Aſcenſion Day 82 
| On Whitſunday, or Coming of the Holy.Ghoſt, 83 
17, 4911, Saints Days. | 
40% Meditation and Prayers | 86, 87 
ion 5% Collect on any Saint's Day 89 
50 Faſt Days. | 
357 Collect to be uſed on any Faſt Days, and in Lent 92 
57» 500 
5Collects for the moſt eminent Virtues. 
14740 1 
6; N and Prayer 947 95 
b | / For Faith 96 
0 bor Hope 97 
kor Charity 98 
For Humility 99 
For Love of God 100 
51:58 or Tenderneſs of Heart tid. 
6 2ainſt a ſtupid unrelenting Hardneſs | IOL 


That For 
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CONTENTS, 


For Sincerity 
For Juſtice 


For Grace to ſpend our Time well 
For Love of our Neighbour 


For Reſignation 


For Increaſe of Grace 
For Watchfulneſs againſt Sin and Temptation 
Againſt Swearing, Lying and Slandering 

If falſe Things are laid to your Charge 


Againſt Evil 
Againſt Pride 


Againſt immoderate Anger 


For Purity 


eeds 


For Temperance 


For heavenly Mindedneſs 

For Conſtancy in Well-doing 

For Zeal in Devotion 

For Contentment and Patience 

For Pardon after a Relapſe into Sin 
A Meditation on Death 


The Prayer 


The Prayer 


The Prayer 


The Prayer 


Motives to it 


A Meditation on Judgment 
A Meditation on Heaven 


A Meditation on Hell 


Of the bleſſed SACRAMENTS. 


F Baptiſm 
Of Confumation 
The Prayer 


Of the Lord's Supper, Meditation 


All Chriſtians are obliged to communicate 


I 39} 


140 
142 
143 
145 
146 
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148 


Excuſes, brought for the Neglect of this great Duty, it 

anſwered. iſt Excuſe, Multiplicity of Buſineſs 152 
2d Excuſe, an unſuitable Life Ma - 
3d Excuſe, 


* 
* 
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GN. 
q Excuſe, Ignorance of this Myſtery 


20 Ex | 15 
oz Ach Excuſe, that the Heart is not tender and . | 
- trite 156 
by | Sth Excuſe, they who come lead not better Lives ibid. 
105% bih Excuſe, frequent Receiving leſſens our Reve- 
rence I 
100 „th Excuſe, the Want of Charit 158 
107 * . y . 3 
1% | Collects to be added to the Morning and Evening 
Nay Prayer, all the Week before the Sacrament 161 
100 What is to be done on Friday before the Sacrament 166 
118 Want of Time a frivolous Pretence. .... 205 
14 A LirAx , containing Deprecations againſt the 
757% great Vices, and Petitions for the chief Virtues; 
1121 00 4 3 to the Sacrament, or on 
any Day of Humiliation 168 
oh Prayers after the Litany 169 
; Th The Eve of the Sacrament Day 163 
116 
id | On SacRAMENT-DAx. 
11 
un ISE early and retire into ſome private Place 185 
122 Prayer before Church- Time ibid, 
127 Other Directions 187 
130 Before and after Sermon 188 
131} When you go to the Altar 189 
135 While the Sentences are reading 190 
When you make your Offering ibid. 
Jann Abſolution 191 
dentences ibid. 
I 39 wh you ſee the Bread broke, and the Wine pour- 
140]; ed out 192 
1421 After Conſecration 7 
143 While the Miniſter receives 194 
145 Before and aſter you receive the conſecrated Bread 195 
146 — and after the Cup f 196 
148 Player for your Fellow Chriſtians that receive 199 
Duty, Häaculation at the End of the Communion 200 
ſs 1521 jaculation when you return Home 201 
153 hankſgiving after you are at Home 202 
xcuſe, 


What 


CONTENTS. 


What Caution ought to be uſed all the Week after, 
and till the next Sacrament 2.05 


In Time of SICK NESS. 


Receive Sickneſs with all Humility, make 
your Will, ſend for the Miniſter of the Pariſh 211 
Ejaculation in the Beginning of your Diſorder 213 


When you take Phyſick 214 
If you recover your Health ibid. 
If your Illneſs increaſes 215 
If the Sick Man apprehends himſelf in great Dan- 
ger 216 f 
If you are troubled in Mind 2171 


If any of your Family or Friends die ſuddenly 218 
Ejaculation if Troubles of any Kind afflict you 220 
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Addreſſed to 1. Parents and Guardians 228 


2. Young People | 224 
Morning and Evening Prayers for Families 232, 2349 
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MEDITATION. 


1 LMIGHTY God, the glorious 
E Maker of Heaven and Earth, 
E hath given to Man an immor- 


tal Soul: Made him Lord over 
all his Creatures here below, and little 
inferior to the bleſſed Angels: All this 
hath infinite Goodneſs done; not for any 


Merit in Man, but out of his exceed- 


What Returns, O my Soul, have I made for 
this? Have I well conſidered the End of 
my Being, and faithfully complied with 
the gracious Ways of Providence in order 
to be eternally. happy? Ah! wretched 


Man that Jam! I have forgotten the God 

that made me, and have followed too 

much the Devices and Deſires of my own 

Heart, which alas! are unprofitable and 

vain; and which, in Time, will bring 

Sorrow and Vexation of Spirit. 
B 


My chief 
Affair, 


2 MEDITATION. 


Affair in this World, I well know, is to! 
ſerve my God, and ſave my Soul. But] 
alas! how have I been loſt in Fleſh!“ 
and Senſe ; how ſottithly deluded with} 
the Vanities of Life, not having a due 
Regard for a future endleſs State! I can- 
not accuſe myſelt of Sloth in my worldly} 
Buſineſs : Here I take Pains enough, riſe 

early, and late go to fleep, and eat the 


Bread of Care and Sorrow; and why all 


this Labour after the Meat that periſh-| 
eth? In the Buſineſs of an earthly Pur-| 
chaſe, what ſearching is there of Titles, 
what employing of learned Council, whatÞ' 
Care in ſafely laying up of Deeds and] 
Writings? O the ſenſeleſs Stupidity off 
Mankind in Things relating to the Soul!“ 
A Kingdom, the nobleſt of all, is offered) 


to us by Jeſus Chriſt : But where is out 


Z.cal and Diligence to obtain it? 


| Bleſſed God, how eaſy and how ſweet 
are thy Commands! Half thoſe Pains 
devoutly taken for my own true Happi-P 
neſs, would greatly ſet me forward in my 
Way to Heaven, If all would think off 
Religion in Time, and conſider the Hap-Þ 


pineſs that follows an early Piety ; what 
Peace would this bring to themſelves, 
what Joy to God and Chriſt, to Angels 
and good Men! To ſee a fincere Chriſtian 
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MEDITATION. 3 
ſurrounded by Temptation on every Side, 


bravely holding out againſt the moſt vio- 


lent Aſſaults; and in the Flower of his Age, 


tho' invited by ſmiling Pleaſure, tempted 
| by the Devil, and allured by the bewitch- 
ing Vanities of this Life, to ſtop his Ears 
| againſt all theſe Charms, and cleave ſted- 
ſaſtly unto God; nay, to be enabled to 
look down with Scorn on theſe Offers; 
and ſay, Let thoſe admire and follow 
after Vanities, who know no better; let 
them be drawn aſide by frothy Pleaſures, 


who are ignorant of the ſolid Pleaſures 
of Religion; as for me and my Houſe, 
we will ſerve the Lord, This is a glorious 
Sight! and tho' this Man may ſeem, in the 
Eyes of the Fooliſh, dead to himſelf, and 
all the World ; yet he ſhall in the laſt 
Day ſhine forth in the Kingdom of Glory, 


and reſt with God in immortal Peace. 


A religious Courſe of Life, 'tis owned, 
may bring upon the Pious the Calumnies 
of Men, who, in Contempt, will call 
them ſingular and preciſe ; ſhould this 
be your Caſe, be not diſcouraged ; ſet a 
due Value upon the Teſtimony of your 
own Conſcience, and the righteous Ap- 
probation of God, the Searcher of Hearts, 
who will not fail to commend and re- 
ward what bold Sinners condemn. Call 
5 B 2 all 
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all the Pleaſures of the World before 
thee: Aſk the forbidden Things, if they 
deſerve thy Love more than thy Make: 
| doth; if they will be more beneficial to 
M: thee than thy Redeemer; if they can 
4 ſpeak Comfort to thee at the Hour of! 
Death, or plead thy Cauſe at the Day of 
Judgment: O no! Tis Religion alone 
that will yield you Advantage and true 
Delight. You may have Wit and Senſe, 
Credit and Honour, a beautiful Houte þ. 
and a large Farm; but what will become! 
of all theſe Attainments and Accommoda- | 
| tions? You muſt ſoon die, and be judged; þ 
1 then the great Point upon which the En- 
if; quiry at the laſt Day will turn, will not be] 
| How great, how rich, how eſteemed you] 
was; but how pious and devout you have] 
been. Oh then, be as diligent to adornÞ 
Mp vour Mind with Chriſtian Graces and Vir- 
| tues, as you are to raiſe an Eſtate ; then 
Fou will have a Recompence which will 
never, never leave you. Could you ſee the 
| * miſerable State of condemn'd Souls in 
| Hell, or behold them weeping and gnaſl.- 
i | ing their Teeth in the Midſt of their Tor- 
100 ments, ſurely, you would not follow 
them in their Sins, which brought them 
" to ſo great Miſeries. One Hour's Pain 
" in thoſe Regions of Darkneſs and Deſpair 


p will 
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will be far more intolerable than an Age 


of Sufferings in this World, 
- ment's 


One Mo- 


Miſery in Hell is more to be 


| dreaded than all the Sorrows and Seve- 


rities of a long Repentance, 


OT the D; fl 


culties which accompany Sorrowing for 


of Lite. 


ment, that Creatures endued with Rea- 
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your paſt Tranſgreſſions, and a Change 
I am ſurprized with Amaze- 


fon, don't oftner think on the dreadiu! 
Circumſtances of thote 'Yorments. Bur 
they will not ſuffer the Thoughts ot 
Hell to dwell upon their Minds, left they 
ſhould be a Check to their darling Plea- 
ſures. What reaſonable Man would fleep 
in Sin one Night, when that Night may be 
his laſt? and if I die with unrepented Guilt 
upon my Soul, fearful will be my Doom. 
I ſhall have a Judge, whoſe Knowledge I 
cannot deceive, whoſe Juſtice I cannot 
bribe, whoſe Indignation I cannot ap- 
peaſe, whoſe Sentence I cannot alter. O 
what will the impenitent Sinner do in the 
awful Day of Judgment ! All Things will 
cry tor Vengeance round about him, and 


nothing will give him the leaſt Conſolation. 


Above, he will fee a Judge full of Wrath 
at his Crimes; below, Hell: opening its 
Mouth ready to receive him; and wicked 
B 3 hen Spirits 
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Spirits will, with bitter Scoffs, drag him Þ 
to Torments. | '' 
On the other Side could you ſee the 
Glories of the Saints and Martyrs, and 
fully know their happy State, how would 
you ſtudy to imitate their Lives, that ſo you 
might at laſt attain their Joys? O what 
| a glorious Day will that be, when your | 
i! Soul ſhall be conducted to Heaven, and 
| received there among Cherubims and Se- 
343  raphims, Patriarchs and Prophets, and all 
1 the Saints of God! What Joy will your 
17 Soul receive, when it ſhall be preſented |. 
! pure and ſpotleſs before God, having all | 
8 its Defilements, which it had contracted F 
here below, waſhed away in the Blood of | 
the Lamb ! There all your good Works, 
and Sufferings for the Sake of God, ſhall Þ 
be praiſed and rewarded ; then ſhall you 
bleſs the happy Hour, in which you re- 
tolv'd to forſake Sin, and keep God's Laws. 
Then your Warfare will be over, and you 
placed out of the Reach of all Danger F 
tor ever; your only Work then will be to 
rejoice and triumph, to ſing Hallelujahs | 
to the Lamb that hath brought you to Þ 
this Happineſs. And how will your Bliſs 
be increaſed, when you ſhall find all your | 
pious Relations and godly Friends in 
Heaven, your Father and Mother, Bre- 
| 5 thren 
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thren and Siſters, with Crowns of Glory 
\ ſet on their Heads! The only Way to 


obtain all theſe Bleſſings is to lead a vir- 
tuous holy Life: Up then, and be doing, 


\ reſolve to break off your old darling Vices 
this very Day, and prefer the Mournings 


of a pious Penitent, before the vain Noiſe 
Life. Caſt out the evil 


upon your Knees confeſſing your Sins: 
obey the Laws of your Maker, fo thall 
you walk before God, as Enoch did, all 


| the Day long, and then you may be aſ- 
ſured at laſt to have eternal Reſt with all 
the faithful in Abrabam's Boſom. 


ND PRATER, 


O ETERNAL and unchangeable Lord 

God, who art the fame Yeſterday, 
To- day, and for ever, be pleas'd to give 
ſome Part of that Stedfaſtneſs to me thy 
poor Creature, who am light, inconſtant, 
and vain. Behold with Pity and Com- 
paſſion the Dangers to which the Frailty 
of our Nature is perpetually expos'd, from 
the Aſſaults of the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil. O State full of Hazard, full of Diſ- 
quietude ! Keep me, gracious Lord, from 
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the Snares- of the Devil, who would 
betray me into Sin. Let no Terrors or 
Flatteries either of the World, or my 
own Fleſh, ever draw me from my Obe- 
dience to thee; but grant I may remain 
ledſaſt, uninoveable, always abounding in 
the Work of the. Lord z. fo ſhall I all 
my Days feed on the pleaſant Fruits of | 
Piety, and the heavenly Feaſt of a good 
Conſcience, and at laſt arrive at the 
Kingdom of Heaven ; that bleſſed King- 
dom, where 1 thall be no more expos'd 
to Temptations, but where all fhall be 
Joy, and Love, and Peace, and meine 
for eternal Ages. 

The Lord God of Heaven give me 
Grace to reſolve wiſely, and keep his 
Commandments always, even to the End 


of my Days, for 2m Chriſt bie vous: 
er mm | 


WEEK- DAY. 9 


In the Morning, when you find 8 refreſhed 
with Sleep, ſafe from the Dangers of Fire, Thieves, 
Storms, and every fad Accident; when you conſi- 
der alſo, how many. have ſpent the Night paſt in 
racking Pains, and languiſhing Diſtempers ; and 
how many Souls were ſummoned from their Bodles 
to appear before God, and that you are ſpared; let 
your Thoughts be-taken up with all thek Wouders 
of Love, and enter upon the Day with an, Act of 
Piety; 3 ftrive with all yaur Might to keep all finfal 
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WEEK-DAY.  ': 0 
Thoughts out of your Mind, and prefent your whole 


Heart to God, and beg of him 0 to take Poſſeſſion 
of it, that no unclean Spirit may enter in and defile 


you. 


When you firſt awoke. 


LL Glory be to the ever bleſſed 

Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt; Amen. I bleſs thy Name, O 
Lord, for watching over me this Night, 
and for bringing me to ſee the Light, and 
taſte the Comforts of another Day. Praifed 
be the Name of the Lord, from the riſing 


up of the Sun, unto the going down 
thereof. 


Being moderately . riſe early 3 - this will 
help to keep off Ioofe and vain Thoughts, which 
might otherwiſe ſtart up in the Mind. ' Beſides, too 
much Sleep will hinder the Works of your Calling; 
hurt the Brain, and be, in many Reſpects, prejuds- 
cial to your Health. If a plentiful Eftate = Fr 
you above hard Wark, yet you have ſometbing 
do. Manage your Affairs with Prudence and by. 
cretion, goyern and inſtruct your Family.: M 
Peace in your Neighbourhood ; and not waſte yqur 
Time, the moſt valuable Thing in the Wergld, 411 
unaccountable Sloth, or Diverſions. You have an 
immortal Soul, and as you hope to ſave that Sou, 


ſerve God, pray, read, meditate, Oc. — you 
will have Work enough. 8 


td. of 


While you are getting up. 


A I now riſe from my Bed, fo * | 
one Day riſe from my Grave ; Lord, 
B 5 give 
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give me Grace, ſo to live here, as that I 
may obtain a joyful Reſurrection. 


A, you are dreſſing. 
I A M now covering my Body with theſe 
periſhing Garments; O Lord, clothe 


my Soul with the unfading Robes of | 
Righteouſneſs through Jeſus Chriſt. 
Here reflect upon the true End of Cloathing ; 


which was to preſerve Modeſty and Health. In 


your Dreſſing let no Immodeſty appear; remember 
to reverence yourſelf. 


When you waſh. 
O WASH me thoroughly from my 


Wickedneſs, and cleanſe me from my 
Sin. Make me a clean Heart, O God, and 
renew a right Spirit within me. 


All the intermediate Time, think on ſome of 
God's glorious Attributes, as of his infinite Purity; 
that he hates all filthy Pollutions; of his Power; of 
his Preſence, that he is about thy Path and thy Bed; 
of his Omniſciency, that he knoweth the Secret of 
your Heart; and that you muſt one Day give an 
Account of all your Actions at his Tribunal. Thus, 
if good and holy Thoughts firſt poſſeſs your Mind, 
the wicked Suggeſtions of Satan will be more eaſily 


kept out. 
When you firſt go Abroad, or ſee the Light. 


LessED be thy Name, O Lord, for the 
>. glorious Sun, whoſe chearful Beams 
enliven the, whole Earth, O may this 

1 | Light 


tl 
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| Light never ſee me do any Work of Dark- 
- nels. 


Thine Eye, O Lord, which is ten 
thouſand Times more piercing than the 
Sun, 1s ever upon me. Give me Grace 


always to walk as a Child of Light, that 


I may dwell in the Regions of eternal 
Day. 


Then, if you are ſingle, retire to ſome private 
Place, and no more forget your daily Devotion, 
than you would your daily Bread. If you have a 
* nally, call them together, and, by Prayer, com- 
mit them and all your Concerns to the Bleſſing of 
that God, who heareth the Prayers of all ſuch us 
call upon him faithfully. Plead not Multiplicity of 
Buſineſs for your Neglect: The greater or more 
entangled your Affairs are, the more Need have you 
to pray not to be led into Temptation. 

We, alas! are poor, weak, and neceſſitous Crea- 
tures, and *tis fervent Prayer only that brings down 
all manner of Bleſſings, temporal, as well as ſpiritual, 
upon us. And to induce you to perform this Duty 
of Prayer with Alacrity and Zeal, think what 2 
mighty Honour and high Dignity it is to have Leave 
to pray. For, is it not an Honour for a worthleſs 
and depending Creature, to appear before, and con- 
verſe with his great Creator? Is it not an Honour 
for vile Worms, for ſ{inful*Du{t and Aſhes, to be 
allowed the Privilege of having Acceſs, at any i ime, 
to the ſupreme Majeſty of Heaven and Earth; to 
make known to him our Wants, our Calamitics, and 


Diſtreſſes, And hereby to obtain the Supply of ur 


Wants, and the Removal of our Calamities; 
But to the Honour, add the great Delight and 


Pleaſure reſulting from conſtant Prayer. For, what 
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can be more delightful to you, my Brethren, than to 
maintain a conſtant Intercourſe with the higheſt and 
moſt excellent of Beings ? than te hold Communion 
with your Creator, Preſerver, and continual Bene- 
factor; and by the regular and devout Performance 
of this Duty, to have the Grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the ſacred Influences of the bleſſed Spirit, 
derived down upon you? What can be a greater 
Refreſhment to your Mind, than to diſburden it of 
the heavy Weight of Guilt, by a free and ingenuous | 
Acknowledgment thereof, and by humble Prayer for | 
Forgiveneſs of the ſame? In ſhort, what more de- 
lightful, than to vent your Grief, your Fears, your 
Wants, your Anxieties, into the Ears of your Hea- 
venly Father? One fo tender, ſo true to his Word: 
One fo able, and fo exceedingly willing to ſupply 
all your Wants. 

Fines then all Kind of Bleſſings, all good Incli- 
nations, our, Growth in Grace, and Advancements 
in the ſpiritual Life, depend entirely on the Aids of | 


Heaven, and are to be derived thence by Prayer; be 


aſſiduous, diligent, and fervent in this Duty; call 
home your ſtraggling Thoughts; fx your Atten- 


tion; raiſe and awaken your pious Affections: then 
your religious Addreſſes to the Throne of Grace 


{hall prove the fervent, effectual Prayer of the Righ- 

teous Man, which availeth much. ; 
Thus, if you daily pour out your Soul to God, 

in bumble Supplication, and offer him Thanks and 


- Praiſe all the Days of your Life, you will at length 
be taken up into Heaven; and there be joined to the 


eternally praiſing, worſhipping and adoring Choir 
of glorified Saints and Angels. e. 
| If want of a Form ſhall diſcourage you, and you 


have no other Book, uſe this following. 


MORNING 
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UOUS F 
rior Þ that I ffept not in Death ; who haſt deli- 
your vered me from the Terrors of the Night, 

and from the Evil that walketh in Dark- 
neſs; 
PP Þ every Morning. Lord, forgive whatever 
thou haſt ſeen amiſs in me this Night. 

Forgive all my former Sins; all my Abu- 
| ſes of thy Forbearance and Long-ſuffer- 
ing. O grant me Grace to Improve all 
future Opportunities of doing thy Will, 

that thy Love and thy Fear may rule in my 
Heart all the Day long. O keep me chaſte 
in my Thoughts, temperate in my Enjoy- 
ments, humble in the Opinion of myſelf, 
| meek and peaceable under all Provocations, 


de- 
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ord: 


ncli- 
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A upon the Things of this World; but grant, 
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If a Family join, inſtead of I, ſay Le; inſtead of 
Me, ſay Us, Kc. | 

; 1 N the Name of the Father, and of the 
1 Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. Amen. 
Bleſſed be the holy and undivided Trinity, 


All Glory be to thee, O Father 
of Mercies, who haſt lighten'd mine Eyes 


who reneweft thy Mercies to me 


juſt and upright in all my Dealings, and 
diligent in all my Affairs; and teach me 
contentedly to ſubmit to whatever hap- 
pens, either to myſelf, or to others; by 


the Allotment of thy wiſe Providence. 


Suffer not my Heart to be ſet too much 


that 


is: FEEXK-DAL 


that I may be chiefly careful to fit m 


Soul for everlaſting Bliſs in the Glories of 
thy Kingdom. 


O merciful Father, I humbly beſeechÞ 
thee to bleſs and defend thy holy Catho-| 
lick Church; in a more eſpecial Manner, 
that pure and apoſtolical Part of it, of 
which I am a Member. And herein] 


ſave and defend our Sovereign Lord King 
GEORGE, our gracious Queen CHaR- 


1 
. 


LOTTE, their Royal Highneſſes George] 
Prince of Wales, the Princeſs Dowager of] 
Wales, and all the Royal Family. Give 


to the Gentry and Magiſtracy Zeal for 


Religion; to all Jews, Turks, Infidels and 


Hereticks, Converſion; to all unhappy 


Sinners, timely Repentance ; and to all 
holy Perſons, Increaſe of Grace. Com- 


fort the Diſconſolate, heal the Sick, be a 


Father to the Fatherleſs, and take Care of 
deſolate Widows. 


I beſeech thee, O merciful God, to 


forgive my Enemies, Perſecutors and] 


Slanderers ; remember not their Offences, Þ 


neither take thou Vengeance of their Sins. 
Lay not to their Charge, whatever they 
have ſaid or done againſt me thy unwor- | 


thy Servant, who have ſo greatly offend- 
ed thy divine Majeſty ; open their Eyes, 
that they may ſee the Error of their 
Ri Ways, 
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Ways, and repent; that ſo we may come 
to live together in Peace here, and reign 
together in Heaven hereafter. 
hleſs my Friends and Benefactors, [eſ- 
ny N.] to whom, by a kind Act of 
thy Providence, I am in a peculiar Man- 
ner obliged. 
Let it be thy good Pleaſure to bleſs all 
my Relations [name them]; thou knoweſt 
all their Wants: O ſuit thy Graces and 
Bleſſings to their ſeveral Neeeflities of 
Body and Soul. 
Diefend, O Lord, me thy Servant with 
| thy heavenly Grace, that J may continue 
» thine fer ever, and daily increaſe in thy 
Holy Spirit more and more, until I come 
unto thy everlaſting Kingdom. Amen. 


Our Father, which art, Ge. | 
6 HE Blefling of God Almighty, the 

i Father, on Son, and the Holy 
| Ghoſt, be with me, and reſt upon me, 
and all related to me, this Day and ever- 
| more, Amen. 


Here, and always when you ariſe from Prayer, 
lift up your Heart to God and ſay; 


Guan! be to thee, O God moſt 
| High, and bleſſed be the Name of 
the Lord for ever. Amen. wo 

A Be 
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and to your Labour: 


ule this. 
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Be fure never to make worldly Buſineſs an Excu 
or Pretence for Indcvotion, 


for a few Minutes, before you go forth to your WOIH 
And when your Prayers ate 
hort, let your Devotion be great; beg of Gol t 
touch your Soul with a lively Senſe of his Glory, ani 
your own Good, Children, or Servants, may a 


Sbert Prayer fer the Morning, | 
8 be to thee, Lord God Al mighty 


Always retire, tho” bu 


for refreſhing me this Night with 


Sleep, a 


of Darkneſs; 


and preſerving me from all Peril 
I humbly commend mylſclif 
to thy watchful Providence this Day, be- 
ſeeching thee to guide and defend me from 
_ din and. Danger, and fo to rule and lead 

that all my Thoughts, Words, and 
Works, may tend to the Glory 
Name, the Good of my Neizhbour, and 


Ex tend 


the Salvation of my own Soul. 


O gracious Father, thy Pity to all Man- 
Be merciful to the Catholici| 
eſpecially to that found Part 
of it whereunto 1 belong. Blefs his Ma-“ 
jeſty King GeoRsx, our gracious 
CHARLOTTE, their 
George Prince of Males, the Princeſs Dow- 
ager of Wales, and all the Royal Family; 
' bleſs alſo our Governors in Church and 
State: Lord give them all Grace in their 


Kind!: 


Church; 


Royal Highneſie: 


of thy 


Queen 


ſeveral 


ers 


hd N Land Benefactors: 
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E x cul ſeveral Stations, to promote thy ory and 
hd 0 the Publick Good, 


"1 Bleſs all my Kindred, reward my Friends 


Forgive all my Enemies, 


y, an and turn their Hearts that their Sins may 


ay all pe forgiven. 


Affliction, or that labour under Pains and 
Diſeaſes. 


according to their Wants, and thy 


ghtyÞ 


Be merciful to all that are in 


O comfort and relieve them, 
Mercy. 
Accept, Q-gracious Father, this my Morn- 


with! ing-Sacrifice of moſt humble and hearty 


Per Wh 
ay {clip 
„ be- 
from 
lead 


„ and 


f thy 


„ and 2 


tend, 
Man- 
lick 
Part 
Ma-. 
ueen 
nelies 
Jow- 
nily; 
and 
their 
veral 


Thanks for all thy Bleſſings; but, above 
Jall, for giving thy only Son to die for 
me; for his heavenly: Dodrine to inſtruct 
me; for all the Helps of. Grace, and 
Hopes of Heaven. Praiſe the Lord, O 
my Soul, and all that is within me, praiſe 
his holy Name. 
| Our Father, which art, &c. 
cee and Glory, Thankſgiving, 
and Praiſe, more than I can {peak or 
conceive, be given unto thee, O moſt a- 
| dorable Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy 
| Ghoſt, by all the World, for ever and 


ever. Amen. 


Happy they who can;ſpare. a mus Time ſer Rad. 
ing; which is as neceſſary to nouriſh the Su, as 
Food is to ſuſtain the Body. . IL he New Teſtament, 
and ſich Portions of the Old, as, contain the Pre- 
cepts of an Holy Life, will vive you great Pleaſure 
and Advantage. But pray thus 

Befrre 


TY — 
\. 


thy Holy Spirit direct, guide, and aſſiſt me. 
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Before Reading. : 
Leſſed Lord! the Fountain of all Wi- 
dom, enlighten my dark Mind, and let 


Open thou mine Eyes, that I may ſec t 
the wondrous Things of thy Law; and 
cauſe me to remember and practiſe thy 
holy Word, that it may make me wile} 
unto Salvation, for Chriſt his fake. Amen. 


If you are careful to redeem the Time in order to 
read God's holy Word, you will receive great Pro- | 
fit thereby, eſpecially, if you digeſt it by ſerious Me- 
ditation: God has given the Scriptures, to guide and 
direct us; and how can we diſcharge our Duties, as 
Men and Chriſtians, unleſs we ſearch into thoſe Foun- Þ 
tains, which are able to make us wiſe unto Salva- Þ 
tion? In the Scriptures are the Words of eternal Life, 
and the Threatnings of eternal Death. When you 
take the holy Bible into your Hands, raiſe your Þ 
Thoughts; let the ſacred Oracles of God awaken in Þ 
you Sorrow and Shame, for the Sins you have com- 
m.tted, and prevail with you to forſake them. While Þ 
you are reading, be humble, and conſider that God 
(peaks to you: When you read the Commandments, 
ay, | 


c 


Lord give me Grace to obey this Com- 
mand, 


When you read of God's Threats or Judgments | 
againſt impenitent Sinners; 


Deliver me, O Lord, from this Judg-F 
ment, 2 1 
Let the Inſtances of God's Mercy excite your 
Thankfulneſs thus, | $ | 


Glory be to; thee, O Lord, for this 
Mercy. After 


Wi-! 
d let 0 LokD, ſow the Seed of eternal Life 
| in my Heart; and fo water it with 
ie. - 
' ſee the Dew of thy heavenly Blefling, that 
and at all Times I may bring forth Fruit unto 
thy Holineſs, and in the End reap everlaſting 
wile Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
nen. He that ſays, Be fervent in Prayer, ſays alſo, Be 
not flothful in Buſineſs. Go therefore about your 
ler to honeſt Employment; watch againſt all Tempta- 
Po- tons, which the Company you are with, the Place 
Me. you are in, or the Work and Calling you are about, 
le and may expoſe you fo. If you are at any Time obliged 
es, 3Þ to converſe with wrangling, lewd, or drunken Com- 
" OUN- panions, be upon your Guard; diſpatch your Buſt- 
dalva- neſs, and be gone. Fly their Company and Con- 
Life, Þ verſation as you would the Plague. Why ſhould 
n you you loſe your Innocence, and your Soul, for the 
_ Your Sake of ſuch wretched Men? | 
cen in If you muſt work for your Bread, be not diſcon- 
com- tented; but rather bleſs God, that he has delivered 
While Þ you from Idleneſs, which is the Root of all Evil. 
God Millions, now in Bliſs and Glory, thank God for the 
nents, Þ Blefling of an Employment here on Earth, by which 
| they were ſecured from Multitudes of Temptations ; 
Om- and we daily ſce (and grieve to fee) to how many 
| Dangers Idleneſs expoſes Men. Therefore, 
ments | | „ | 
; ben you begin your honejt Labour, pray 
udg- for a Bleſiing. 8 
your O LoRD, who haſt in Wiſdom appoint- 
ed various Orders of Men upon the 
this Earth, teach me to obey thy heavenly 
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20 EEX. DAY. 
Will, honeitly to diſcharge the Duties oſt 
my Calling; 2 and avoid all Cheating, Lying 
and Deceit. Give me Grace, that I may f 
entirely depend upon thy Bleſſing for tl f 
Succeſs of my lawful Endeavours, and tuff 
the Support of myſelf and Family; tha 
at laſt, when I ſhall ceaſe from all myſi 
worldly Labours, I may enter into tbo 
Reft, whith remaineth for the People if Þ 
God, and hear thoſe joyful Words, Wi 
done, good and faithful Servant, enter int 


the Foy of thy Lord. 


Conſider whatever you do, where-ever you are, 
the Eye of God is always upon you; therefore when 
your have Leifure and Opportunity, ſay, 


Lord, the High and Holy One, who 

from thy glorious Throne in Heaven 
lookeſt down upon all the Inhabitants off 
the Earth, and art here and every whereſ 
preſent, and [pieſt out all my Ways ; grant 
that I may ſet thee always before me. Thou 
mighteſt make me ſenfible of thy Preſence} 
by fearful and amazing Judgments ; but, 
O gracious Lord, pardon my Forgetful-F 
neſs, and make me always remember, that 
tho! the Darkneſs covers me, yet 1 am] 
ſtill expoſed tò thy all-ſeeing Eye. May 
the Thoughts of thy awful Preſence dwell 
upon my Mind, at all Times, and in all 
Fan "that I may fear thee above al 
Things, 


tles of 


Yin; 7 


> that 
ple 9 


72 4 1 


r int) 


ou are, 
e when 


who 
eaven 


1ts off 
vherel nd when thou riſeſt up. 
grant 


Thou 7 
lence 


Xt 
* 
$ 
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in Heaven and Earth, I recommend my 


but, 
>tful- 
that 
| am 
May 
wel! 
in all 
e all 
ings, 
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hings, love thee above all other Gods; 
and truſt | in thee above all other Lords, O 
guide me always with thine Eye here, then 
hall I find Favour in thy Sight hereafter. 


While you are at Work. 
ORD, proſper thou the Work of my 
Hands upon me: O proſper thou my 


| WHandy-work * 


Remember to keep God always before you, and be 
gevery now and then offering up ſhort Ejaculations to 
Heaven. Our ſpiritual Enemies, alas! cloſe us in on 
every Side; they have a thouſand Arts of enticing 
and betraying you into din. How many wanton Juſt- 
ful T houghts, atheiſtical and blaſphemous Opinions 
may ariſe in your Heart; which call for ſudden eja- 
[culatory Prayers to God, for Power and Strength to 
keep them down: Theſe devout Breathings take up 
ſo little Time, that they may be exerciſed at Work; 
or as thou walkeſt by the May, when thou ſitteſt down, 


| If you undertake a Matter of great Moment, 
pray for Help thus: 


Almighty Father, ſupreme Governor 
of the World, who ordereſtall Things 


ſelf, and the Affair I have in Hand, to thy 
all-wiſe Diſpoſal. O be thou pleaſed 
to direct and proſper what I undertake, 
[name it] if it ſeemeth good in thy Sight. 
But whatever the Event ſhall be, give me 
| I Grace 


22 r . 


Grace to reſt ſatisfied with what thou i 
thy unerring Wiſdom ſhalt appoint ff k 
me. I humbly beg thy Bleſſing on the 
and all the Affairs of my Life, that mil“ 
Soul may bleſs thee for this and all th 
other undeſerved Mercies beſtowed upoiſf * 
me thro' Jeſus Chriſt. 


When you behold the Heavens, the Fiel. : 

and the Weeds, ſay. 

O Lok p, how manifold are thy Works 
In Wiſdom haſt thou made them 

all! the Earth is full of thy Riches! Þ 


If any Temptation aſſaults you. 

O LoRD, thou Preſerver of Men, le 
not the Enemy of Souls prevail again 
me: But be thou my Strength and SupporF 
in this Hour of Trial, for Chriſt his Sake 
Amen. 


F you dread any ſudden great Danger. 

ORD ſave me, or 1 periſh. ArileÞ 
Lord Jeſus, ariſe, help and delive! 

me for thy Name's Sake. | 


Tf you or your Friends eſcape Danger. | 
LL Glory be to thee, O Lord, forÞ 
this Bleſſing, which is owing to thy 

Mercy, who art the Fountain of all Good- 

neſs. This Favour ſhall never flip out o 

my 


4 
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jou in py Mind ; but I will fing of thy Power 


at fo and Mercy to my Life's End, and hope 

1 thizÞ that I may at laſt, thro' the Merits of my 

at mil Saviour, with the Spirits of juſt Men made 

Il thy perfect, ſing Halleſujahs of Joy and Gra- 

* titude, to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
for ever and ever. 


Fiel f F any ill Accident befalls you. 


: E Calamity comes from thy Hand, 
orks, O Lord; I receive it, therefore, with 
then humble Submiſſion, and wait thy Time 
| for my Deliverance. O make my Pati- 

gence equal to the Trial; and grant that 
this, and all Afflictions, which are but for a 
, lk 

Moment, may work out for me a far more 


_- : exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory. 


Sake 


If you are ſuddenly betray'd into Sin. 


W OE is me, wretched Sinner, woe 
is me! what ſhall I do! I have un- 


"SES Nr " 5 


TY «| ; ! awares committed Evil in the Sight of my 
alive God; [name it] without thy Mercy, my 


Soul and Body are eternally undone : But, 
! have Mercy upon me, O Lord, have 
er. Mercy upon me! Look upon me, 0 
J, fol Saviour of Mankind, as thou didſt on thy 
o thy offending Diſciple, that I may weep bit- 
Jod- terly for this Sin. What is done I can't 
Mut off recall ; but I reſolve by the Aſſiſtance of 
my e 


LEX not the Affairs and Pleaſures 0 


Blood be required at my Hands. 


vour, become a Partaker of other Men: 
Sens? But, as I am obliged to love my 
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thy Grace, never again to commit thi 
Offence I now repent of: On my bends 
Knees I humbly beg I may keep this Re 
ſolution. Lord, hear my Prayers, and la 
my Cry come unto thee. 


If you eſcape .a Temptation. 
HY Power, and thy Might, O Lord 


have preſerved me; I therefore wil 
ſing of thy Goodneſs as long as I live. 


If Company and Mirth have diſſipated ycu 
:: 1 


A—_ „ a way FL * — 


this Life engage my Affections, buf 
let the Thoughts of thee, O Lord, de. 
light my Soul. 


If you ſee others fin grieveuſly. 
L RD, kindle in my Heart a Flame 
of ſincere Love towards my offend 
ing Brethren, that I may omit no favour| 
able Opportunity to reprove and exhort 
them, and further their Salvation, 4% the 


Alas! how often do I, thro' Fear or Fa- 


Neighbour, and by all charitable Offices 
ſtudy to promote his bodily Welfare, {0 
muſt I be more diligent to fave his preci- 
ous 


thous and immortal Soul. Deareſt Saviour, 
endes a thou delighteſt not in the Death of a 

Re Sinner, reclaim theſe Offenders that there 

ad le way be Joy in Heaven at theft Converſion. 

do may I hope with them, and they with 
me, for ever to bleſs thy holy Name. 


Lord ; When the Weather is unſeaſmablo, 


W 0 GOD the Creator and Preſeryer of 
5 all Things, who cauſeſt the Grafs to 
{ you grow for the Cattle, and Herb for the Uie 


of Men, look down Gran Heaven and ſend 
res thy Bleſſing upon the Land wherein we 
„ buf well. Thou doſt, for our Unthankful- 
, de neſs and Abuſe of thy Mercies, puniſh us 

with unſeaſonable Weather, [Name either: 
Want of Rain, or tos much, &c. ] whereby, 
wwe are in Danger of loſing the Labour of 
Four Hands. But, O moſt mercitul Father, 
| Forgive us thoſe Sins for which thow art 
avoulFuitly difpleaſed ; and ſo let thy Goodneſs 
exho!fenew the Face of the Earth, that the 
/t their | aſtures and Fields may rejoice and ſing. 
. IIncreaſe the Fruits of the Earth by thy 
or Fa- eavenly Benediction, and grant that we 
Men receiving thy bountiful Liberality, may 
ve miſſuſe the ſame to thy Glory, the Relief of 
Office Rhoſe that are Needy, | and; to our own 
are, Comfort, through Jelvs Chxiſt our Lord. 


preci-· men. 
Us 


; _ C | Thanks 


Flame 
ffend- 
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Thanks and Praiſe for fair Weather, o. | 
a good Harveſt. 


Gacieus God, the Eyes of all wait on 
„ and thou giveſt them their Meat} 
in due Seaſon, filling their Hearts with 
Food and Gladneſs ; I bleſs and praiſe thy 
Name for this ſeaſonable Weather, by 
which the Earth is bleſſed with the Fruits} 
of thy Bounty. Grant, O Lord, that in 
the Uſe of thoſe good things I continu- 
ally receive from thee, I may gloriſy thy 
Name, and henceforth devote myſelf to 
thy Glory and Honour thro? Jeſus Chriſt, 
Let all the People praiſe thee, O God, l 
all the People praiſe thee ; then ſhall the Earib 
yield her Tncreaſe, and God, even cur own 
God, ſhall give us his Bleſſing. 
Before you go a Journey. 
ORD, bleſs and preſerve me in my 
going out, and my coming in, from 
this Tiine forth for evermore. Amen. 
O God, who art the Way, the Truth,ſ 
and the Life; whd didſt guide and 
protect the Children of Mrael, thy People, 
in the Wilderneſs; be thou a Guide and} 
Safeguard, I pray thee, to thy unworthyſ 
Servant, in the Journey 1 am about to 
undertake; preſerve me fiom Thieves 
and Robbers, irom broken Bones, 
| . of 
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„or a ſudden Death, Preſerve me in all 

Dangers both of Body and Soul. Give 
ton thy holy Angels Charge over me, to keep 
Men me in all my Ways; conduct me home 
with] again in Safety, and at laſt bring me to 


thy thine everlaſting Reſt, thro* Jeſus Chriſt, 
bi 2 


ruth Upon your ſafe Return from a Fourney. 


vi | A LL Glory be to thee, O God, who 
7 thy haſt preſerved and kept me in my 
rt þ Journey ; from Perils of Robbers, from 
\ric, Þ broken Bones, and every ill Accident: O 
fill my Heart with a grateful Senſe of thy 
eu Goodneſs; and enable me fo to paſs thro' 
een all the Changes of this Life, that my Soul 

may have Peace, and thy Name the Praiſe, 


through Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


n my WW you are tortur'd with Gout, Stone, or 
Law any ſudden Pain. 


Lob, as thou haſt given me this ſore 


kl Trial, give me allo Patience, and Re- 
e and ſignation to thy heavenly Will, that the 


copic, Hains and Sufferings which I enduro in 


e andl this World may raiſe my Thoughts to a 
rorthy better, where there is no more Sickneſs 
gut to or Pain, And, O Father of Mercies, who 
hievesl knoweſt my weak Frame, abate the Se- 
Bones, verity of my Pain, if it be thy gracious 
0 8 2 W il; 
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Will; or enable me to bear it, that J loſe 
not the Crown prepared for all patient 
and humble Sufferers, for the Sake oi 
Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed Saviour and Re- 
deemer. Amen, 

You will find it very difficult, amidſt a Variety of 
Buſineſs, to maintain that holy Flame, which your 
Morning Devotions may have happily kindled in 
your Soul. Even innocent Pleaſures may turn your 
Heart aſide; Anger may ruffle you; various Ob- 
jects and Company diffipate your pious Thoughts. 
Therefore, to quicken your Attention to the Con- 
cerns of your Soul, and animate your Mind with 


freſh Vigour, uſe this 


Prayer at Noon, or at any other convenient 
Time of the Day. 

Fall on your Knees, and lift up your Eyes 

towards Heaven. 

T Evening, and Morning, and at 

Noon-day, I will pray, and that in- 

ſtantly ; and God ſhall hear my Voice. 


Lord, who knoweſt me to be {ict} 

in the Midſt of ſo many and great! 
Dangers, from the Deceits of the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil, that I cannot 
always ſtand upright; mercifully lock 
upon me: And becauſe I cannot continue] 
in Safety without thy Succour, keep me i 
both outwardly in my Body, and inwerd- i 
ly in my Soul, that among the ſundry and 
mani⸗- 
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loſe] manifold Changes of the World, my Heart 
nt} may ſurely there be fixed, where true 
- OL} Toysare to be found thro' Chriſt our Lord. 
Re. * Blefled God! to how many Dangers is 
my Life expos'd ; with how many 'Yemp- 
tv of | tations am I beſet: Temptations in Meat 
- and Drink; Temptations in Company; 
pete | Temptations in Buſineſs; Temptations in 
Ob-] Solitude; Temptations in Plenteouſneſs; 
ights.] Temptations in Poverty: All my Ways 
2 are ſtrew'd with enticing Snares; | Here 
"Þ pauſe a while to reflect upon the manifeld 
. | Dangers of Life.) To thee, O my God, 
e Ty for Safety in the Midit of ſo many 
Dangers; O eternal Wiſdom, direct my 
Eyes Steps in the ſafe Way, and lead me to. a 
happy End. 
d atÞ' O Lord, I give thee my Body and Soul, 
it in- my Subſtance, my Friends, my Life, and 
de. all that is dear to me; diſpoſe of me and 
I all that is mine, as it ſeemeth beſt to 
e jet] thee and the Glory of thy bleſſed Name. 
great BY Amen. 
orld, ö Deliver me, O merciful Father, from 
ann the Spirit of Pride and Avarice; from the 
look By Spirit of Drunkenneſs and Gluttony ; from 
tinue the Spirit of Luſt, Wantonneſs and Im- 
p me Wpurity, Vouchſafe to give me the Spirit 
8 of Temperance and Juſtice, the Spirit of 
y 


Nant- 


Knowledge and Piety, and the Fear of Thee; 
| C3 the 
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the Spirit of Patience, Kindneſs and Hu. 
mility. Shew me the narrow Way that 
leads to Life, the Way that few do ſcek, 
and fewer follow, 


Lord have Mercy upon me ! 
Chrift have Mercy upon me ! 
Lord have Mercy upon me ! 
Our Father which art, &c. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt. As it was in tl: 
Beginning, is now, and ever ſhall be, World 
without End. Amen. 


Beſeech God not to forfake you, but ſtill continue 
his fatherly Protection over you; to be your Light 
and Defence, your Guide and Guard, thro? all the 
Temptations of the Day. If you have Time read i 
Chapter in the New Teſtament. | N 

Our Saviour, tho' Lord of the Creatures, yet did 
not fit down to eat, before he look'd up to Heaven, 
and prayed for aBlefling upon them. St. Paul ſpeaks 
of it as a known Practice of Chriſtians in his Days | 
You fit down as a Beaſt to his Fodder, if you take 
no Notice of the Hand that gives you your daily 
Bread. Let then your Food be ſanctified with 


Grace before Meat. 


ORD pardon all our Sins, ſanctity 
and bleſs theſe thy good Creatures 

to our Uſe: Make them ſerviceable to the 
Nouriſhment of our Bodies, and give unto 
us thankful Hearts, through Jeſus Chriſti 
our Lord. | 


Ming!: | 


Con, 
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Mingle pious Diſcourſe, or in ſome Senſe profit- 
able, and in all Senſes charitable and innocent Talk, 
wich thy Meal, as Occaſion offers. 


Grace after Meat. 


: WE humbly bleſs. and Praiſe thy 


n thel 


Verl and everlaſting Life, through Jeſus Chill 


ntinuef - 


Name, O Lord, for this and all 
other thy Mercies moſt gracioutly vouch- 
ſated unto us. God preſerve the Church, 
the King, the Royal Family, and thetic 
Realms; and grant us Peace and 'Fruth, 


our Lord, Amen, 


Light! 


all the 


| read pl 


yet did 


leaven, 


ſpeaks 


; Days. 
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r daily 
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nity 
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If you are rich or great in the I ed. 


O Kind and bountiful Lord, who giveſt 

us richly all Things to enjoy, grant 
that this Plenty, which I have for my 
Body, may by a diſcreet and temperate 


Uſe of it prove a Mercy to my. Soul: 


| 


That fince I am fo well provided for in 


this World, I may not grow wanton, 


** 
AX 
Aa 
$ 
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a, 


proud, or careleſs in ſeeking after a better. 
But, as thou filleſt me with thy good 


Things; fo fill my Heart with thy Love 


ature: 


and Grace to uſe theſe Gifts to thy Glory, 
by refreſhing the Bowels'of the Poor and 
Needy, Make me ready to commu- 
nicate, willing to diſtribute, laying up 

C 4 in 


32 I, E E K- DA r. 


in Store for myſelf a good Foundation 
againſt the Time to come, that I may lay 
hold on eternal Life, all which I beg for 
Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. Amen, 


1? your Lot is caſt among the Poor and Lom 
ln this World, - : 


O Lord, who doſt diſpoſe of us, and 

all our Concerns, as ſeemeth good 
in thy Sight, give me Wiſdom from 
above, that I may be meek, patient, and 
reſigned under my poor afflicted State, la- 
bouring honeſtly to get my own Living. 
And tho' I have ſmall or no earthly Pol 
ſeſſions ; yet give me the Riches of thy 
Grace, which is better than thouſands of 
Gold and Silver. Lord let me not envy} 
the Caſe of thoſe rich Men, who have] 
their Portion in this Life, faring ſump- 
tuouſly every Day, but forgetful of their 
Duty to thee, and their needy Brethren. 
Alas! their End will be Miſery. and De- 
ſtruction. Let others value the Honours 
and Riches of this World; my Hopes are] 
placed in Heaven alone. O Lord, give 
me thyſelf, and Lhave all. For this beſt 
of Gifts I wilh bleſs and praiſe thy Name 
for evermore. Amen. e 
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ids off "_ _ 
envyÞ awaken'd in another World. 


have 4 


ump— 


their 0 : 5 
hren or done that is offenſive to Religion, be not ſo com- 
| De- Þ ſinful Liber ties; but ſhew your Diſlike of their Ways, 
nours by a wiſe and friendly Rebuke. 
es are 


give F 


s beſt 


Name 
; 


1 


Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. 


e, la- 
wing. 
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If yeu go to a Feaſt or Public Enter- 


tainment. 


ORD, grant that I may never be over- 
charged with Surfeiting and Drunken- 
neſs; that nothing may proceed out of my 


ing a good Chriſtian ; that while I refreſh 
my Body I may not deſtroy my precious 
and immortal Soul, and this 1 beg for 
Amen. 


Pray conſider what a beaſtly and deſtroying Sin, 
tho' a common one, the Sin of Intemperance is: 


Conſider how many Diſeaſes and untimely Deaths, 


Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs daily bring upon Men. 
How many Thouſands have clos'd their Eyes in a 
drunken Fit, and never opened them till they 


They therefore are not your Friends, who pres 
you to exceed the Bounds of Temperance, Harm- 


less Mirth and Gladneſs may lawfully be intermingled 


with Eating and Drinking. But if any Thing is fa:d 


Plaiſant to the Company, as to comply with their 


Advice concerning Recreations, 

Becauſe Men can't well endure. a conſtant To'l 
without ſome Amuſement and Diverſion, you muſt 
be cautious that your Recreations be innocent and 
lawful, neither offenſive to God or good Men; but 
ſuch as may become a reaſonable Man and a Chri- 


ſtian; and take heed not to uſe them oftner than 


may be needful for the Body, and the better to fit 
you for the Duties of your Calling, 
C5 When 
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When Men propoſe Gain rather than Pleaſure, from 
their Recreations, we know what is the uſual Conſe- 
quence; Paſſion, Swearing, Cheating enſue; and 
often Conſcience, Time and Eſtate, are ſacrificed al 
together: To preſerve your Innocence herein, addreſs 
yourſelf to the Throne of Grace, ſaying, 


Eliver me, O Lord, from the Snare 

of enticing Company; ſet a Watch | 
continually before my Eyes, and keep} 
the Door of my Lips. Deliver me from | 
an immoderate Love of Pleaſure ; and let 
thy Grace ſo ſtrongly fortify me againſt 
the Aſſaults of Senſuality, that I may not 
be overcome of Evil, nor my Recreations 
become a Snare to me, ſo as to cauſe me fi 
to fin againſt thee, for Chriſt his Sake. 
Amen. 


Praiſe and Glory gratefully rendered tf 
God for all his Veouchſafements f 
Mercy, 


Bleſs and praiſe thy Name, O God, 
for thy manifold Mercies, which have 
followed me all the Days of my Life; for 
my Health, Peace and Liberty; for the 
_ Uſe of my Reaſon, Limbs and Senſes ; | 
for the Kindneſs of my Friends, and the 
Succeſs of my Affairs in the World. But, 
above all, I thank thee, O Lord, for 
ſending thy Son, our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 

into 


, from 
>onle- 
and 
ed all 
ddrels 


znare 
Fatch 
keep 
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d let 
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Sake. 
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hriſt, 


into 
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into the World. And for all other thy 


ſpiritual Bleſſings in and through him. 


For the Light of thy Word, the Aid of 


thy Spirit, and the Means afforded to 


Bleſſed God! 


bring me to eternal Glory. 


how much am I indebted to thy Bounty! 


O give me a thankful Heart, entirely de- 


voted to thy Honour and Service, that 


I may aſcribe to thee, O Father of Mer- 


cies, all Glory, Love and Praiſe, through- 


let out the Remainder of m 
rainſt 


Life, and for 
evermore, This I beg in the Name, and 
for the Mcrits of thy dear Son, Jeſus Chriſt, 


my Lord and only Advocate. 
e me 


After your Return from your daily Labour ; 


or any Buſmeſs. 


i IN a joyful Senſe of thy fatherly Care 
ed tf 
's full of Gratitude and Love, do I praiſe the 


Name of the Lord moſt High. 
God, 


have ing under ſome ſore Sickneſs, or complain- 


or ing of Wounds or Bruiſes in my Body; 
ö ; but more eſpecially, I bleſs thee, that thou 


| haſt preſerved my Soul from Sin and Wic- 


and Protection, and with an Heart 


'Tis of 
thy Mercy, O Lord, that I am not groan- 


kednels 3 maintain, O Lord, I beſeech 
thee, in my Thoughts, ſuch a lively Re- 


membrance of this thy Goudneſs, as may 


Rovolee me to Love and to goed 2 orks, to 
C 6 the 
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the Honour of thy Name, the Credit of 
my Chriſtian Profeſſion, and the Peace and 


Comfort of my Soul, here and hereatter, 
in the Day of the Lord: 


If you have offended by finful Thoughts, ſax, 


O Eternal Spirit, be preſent with my 
Spirit, that J may never quench the 
holy Thoughts thou doſt at any Time] 
Kindle in my Breaſt, Create in me a clean 
Heart: Lord, ſay to my Sin-defiled Soul, 
as thou didit to the Leper, I ll, be thou 
clean. Happy is that Breaſt which is ho- 
noured with fo glorious, ſo divine a Gueſt: | 
O come, thou Purger of inward Pollu- 
tions, and burn up All the Droſs of my 
ſinful Affections; guide and comfort me] 
with thy holy Inſpirations, that my whole] 
Spirit, Soul and Body, may be preſerved 


blameleſs unto the Coming of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


If your Wards have been bla lk * eſs 


your Sorrows thus : 


Wan woe unto me, that I have 

pen'd my Ears to the light, vain, 
and nfl Diſcourſe of wicked Men. 0 
Lord, lay not to my Charge the innumer- 
able Slips and Tranſgreſſions of my 
Tongue : And let no corrupt Commu- 
nication 
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it of Þ nication henceforth proceed out of my 
and Mouth. I know that for every iale 
tees, Mord that Men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall give 


| my 
1 the 
Time 


clean! 


Soul, 
Ion 
s ho- 
ueſt: 


pefore thee, O Almighty 

be unrighteous Actions of my Life, 

wherein I have grievouſly offended thee, 
either this Day, or at any other Time. 


an Account in the Day of Judgment. O, 
therefore give me Grace, that hereaiter 7 


Tray take heed to my Ways, that I offend not 


th my Tongue; but uſe my Speech 


to inſtru my Neighbour, to ſoften the 
Pains of the Afflicted, and to ſhew forth 
my Maker's Praiſe. 


Then (hall it be my 
ſweet Employment, with Angels and 
Arch-Angels, and all the Company of 


Heaven, to laud and magnify thy glorious 
Name for ever and ever. 


| Condemmn your finful Deeds has) 


AM grieved, O my God, Iam grieved 
that I, the Work of thy Hands, have 


Aared to fin againſt thee, my Father, my 


aker, and my Judge ; I humble myſelf 
God, for all 


For theſe, and all thoſe other Sins, O 


moſt righteous Lord, which either mine 


. Oban Heart, or than who knoweſt bet- 
umer- er ban my Heart, ſeeſt me to be guilty 
my pf, 1 am (orry at my very Soul, and here 


mmu— 


| umbly confeſs them before thee, with 
cation, 


Shame 
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Shame and a broken Spirit, and wit 
ſtedfaſt Reſolution, by thy Grace, to watc 
and ſtrive againſt them for the Time t| 
come. Where I have wickedly broke 
thy Statutes, my Study ſhall be religiouſly 
to keep them. And where I have don 
Wrong to any Perſon, I am ready ant 
willing, according to the utmoſt of m 
Power, to repair the ſame. Lord, I re 
pent, increaſe my Repentance, and par 
don me a poor returning Sinner, for Jeſu 


Chriſt his Sake. 


After. this, you may innocently recreate yo 
wearied Spirits; and in the Evening, a little beſo 
you go to Bed, take a View of your Actions the Di 
paſt ; conſider what Good you have done, whi 
Snares you have avoided, what Mercies you hav 
received, Learn that ſafe and eaſy Method of jud! 
ing yourſelf, that you may not be condemn'd h 
God. Every Night ſet as an impartial Judge upd 


vourſelf, and carefully examine the Thought 


Vords, and Actions of the paſt Day. And fir 
examine your Thoughts. Say, Have Fin my Min 
been contriving Ways to gratify my Revenge, 
fulfil the Luſt of the Fleih ? Have I entertained bla 
phemous Thoughts of God? any IlIl-will againſt m 
Neighbour ? Have I endeavoured to keep off en 
"Thoughts of all Kinds, and not coiiſent unto them 
Secondly, look to your Words. The Scripture ay 
By thy Words thou fhalt be juſtified ; and by thy Hori 
thou foalt be condemn d. Tho' the Tongue be call 
an unruly Member, yet you muſt anſwer for 1 
governing it. Aſk your Heart then—Haye I bee 


© guilty of ſpeaking againſt God, his Providenc 
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| wit} @2inſt my Parents or Governors in Church or State? 
Watell Hare I in my Paſſion uttered injurious Words? Have 
. been guilty of profane Swearing or Curſing? Have 
ume given falſe Evidence, or ſhamefully conceal'd the 
brokeFFruth to the Hurt of my Brother? Have any ob- 
giouſlſ ene Words, ſuch as may debauch innocent Minds, 
2 don oceeded out of my Mouth? "Thirdly, See what 
ur Actions have been. Did I this Morning dedicate 
ly ant y Soul and Body to God ? Havel diligent!y follow'd 
of ml e Buſineſs of my Calling? Have I been ſober in the 
| [ re$Yfe of God's Creatures, and thankful for all his 
Y Mercies ? Let this be your conſtant Practice at Night, 
d pal mmune with your Heart in your Chamber, and be 
r Jeſuſ in. Implore the divine Fogivenets for all that is 
Baſt, and devoutly pray to God for his Grace, to 
ep you from all Sin and Wickedneſs for the Time 
come. What can contribute to your ſpiritual Ad- 
ate yoEEncement more than this Practice? The Seeds of 
tle befor | ice hereby will be hindered from taking deep Root 
the * your Heart; and evil Habits cannot get Strength, 
: 


dye upoßh ich you all the Day, will watch over you all the 
"hou htMicht, giving you ſuch convenient Refreſhment as 
And fue Neceſlities of your frail Nature want. Then 


my Mir eg Protection from Heaven, for your Soul, your . 


enge, 


ody, your Relations and Friends, by 
ined bla 


ane EPENING PRAYER. 


1555 80 ) Eternal and Almighty God, I a | 
thy Nun wretched Sinner, the ſinful Offspring 
: be calWf our diſobedient firſt Parents, humbly. - 


r for 19Y tra:e my Soul and Body before the 


ve I bee 


ovidenceWhrone of thy adorable Majeſty, to con- 
1 | demn 
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demn myſelf with true and hearty Sorron dry 
for all the Sins of my Life, eſpecially 4 ly 
thoſe 1 have committed this Day, byÞ 
Thought, Word, and Deed, | Here 1 4 K 
a little, confi der, and name what you hay.” 
dane amiſs) provoking moſt juſtly thi 

Wrath and Indignation againſt me. Icon 
feſs them all with Shame and Confuſi,þ 
of Face before thee, humbly beſeeching 
thee to have Compaſſion upon me: Ar 
according to the Multitude of thy tende 
Mercies, to blot out my many and greg 
Tranſgreflions. Forgive my Sins, O Loc 
of what Kind or Degree ſo ever they 
My Sins of Omittion, and my Sins 
Committon ; { Here flop a while and nail 
what they have been) the Sins of my Sou 
and the Sins of my Body; my Sins of 1! 
norance or Surprize; and my more & 
liberate and preſumptuous Sins; Forg\ 
them, O Lord, forgive them all tor 1 
Sake who died for my Sins, and roſe agg 
tor my Juſtification, and now fits at h 


I 


er 
Dat 


Jeſus Chriſt, my Lord. 
Vodchfafe me, O Lord, the Afliſta! 


of thy Holy Spirit, that I may conti y 
ally be given to all good Works; Nee 
with a pure Heart and Mind follow ch 
the only God; that ſo among che i ha 
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15 and manifold Changes of the World, 1 
y Heart may ſurely there be fixed, 
Lars true Joys are to be found. 


| O Lord, Creator and Preſerver of Man- 
ſind, I pray unto thee, for all Sorts and 
Tonditions of Men, that thou would'ft be 
8 pleaſed to make thy Ways known unto 
* em, thy ſaving Health among all Na— 
1 ons: Enlighten all Jews, Turks, Infidels, N 
Jad Hereticks, with the Knowledge of ty 
""W ruth. Be gracious to thy holy catho- | 
"Mck Church, esta to that Part of it | 
on [- d which J belong. Bleſs the King and | 
e whole Royal Family, with! all;tem- 
dral Bleſſings here, and with eternal : 
lory in the World to come, | = 


Lord, let it be thy good Pleaſure to 
ve to our Governors, Zeal for Religion; 
d to the whole Nation healthful and 
W:ceful Times, Bleſs all that I have 
Trong'd, and forgive thoſe that have 
rong'd, me: Forgive my Enemies, Per- 
cutors and Slanderers; have Mercy upon 
em, Lord, have Mercy upon them. 
pare them, for they are the Work of 
nds: O ſpare theni; for they ate 
deem'd with the precious Blood of thy 
We ar Son; and lay not to their Charge 
fut hatever they have ſaid or done againſt 
1 me 
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me thy Servant, who have ſo greatly þ 
tended thee, my merciful Father. 
Bleſs and keep my Relations and Friend 
[name them.] Lord, thou knoweft : 
their Wants, and all their Deſires; 
pleaſed therefore to ſuit thy Graces ar 
Bletlings to their ſeveral Neceſſities Nx 
Body and Soul, 
Finally, IJ commend to thy father 
Goodneſs and Compaſſion, all thoſe wi 
are under thy afflicting Hand: Give the 
I beſeech thee, both Patience to bear, an 
Prudence to make a right Uſe of th | 
Trials; and, in thy own good Time, gi 
them a happy Iſſue out of all their Af 
tions, or take them from theſe tempor 
Miſeries to thine eternal Reſt in-Heave 
through thy Mercies in Jeſus Chriſt of 
Lord, and mighty Redeemer, 
I bleſs and praiſe thy Name, O Gol 
for all thy Goodneſs ; [mention the Me 
cies vouch{afed unto you) for thy Preſery 
tion of me this Day paſs'd, and the ri 
of my Life, from innumerable Acciden 
and Dangers ; but above all, I laud a 
magnify, and adore thy Goodneſs, for n 
deeming the World by fs Death and P 
ſion of thine. A hy rr: Son, our Lo 
and Saviour. Jeſus Chriſt. Grant I m 
expreſs my Thaakfulneſs to thee, 91 G0 


| 
| 
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a ſubmitting myſelf entirely to thy holy 
[Will and Pleaſure; and by ſtudying to 
* rue thee in true Holineſs and Righteouſneſs 
Vile Days of my Life. 
O make me mindful of that Time when 
"Wi ſhall lie down in the Duſt ; and becauſe 
> WM know neither the Day nor the Hour, 
Ehen I ſhall be ſummoned hence to ap- 
Bir before the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, 
ant I may never live in ſuch a State as 
ſhall be afraid to die in; but that thro” 
ly Grace, I may live ſo ſoberly, righte- 
ly, and godly in this preſent World, as 
lat my Soul may be prepared for the 
ompany of Saints and Angels in thy 
avenly Kingdom, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our 
ord; in whoſe Name and Words, in 
Fhalf of myſelf, and all Mankind, 1 hum- 
y and heartily pray, | 
Our Father, &c. 


unts with Heaven, and it ſhould pleaſe God to take 
Du hence before the Morning Light, you may reſt 
mfortably aſſur'd, that you will be number” 
e Saints in Light everlaſting. 


dren, or any that are flraitned in Time. 


Ty Lord, pardon all the Sins I have 
committed this Day in Thought, 


If every Evening you ſhall thus adjuſt your Ac- 
with. 


Hort Prayer at Night for Servants, Chil- © 
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Word or Deed againſt thy divine Wagen © 2 
[ confeſs them} waſh me thoroughiy fro a 
my Wickedneſs, and cleanſe me from ni 
Sins. And becaute, thro' the Weakne 


of my mortal Nature, I cannot alva 


ſtand upright, grant me the Help of d 


Grace, that I may overcome all the Tem 


tations that daily ſurround me. Aſſiſt m 


good Lord, by thy Grace, that 1 may wo 
ſhip thee, ſerve thee, and obey thee as 


ought to do. Supply me with all Thin 


needful, while I am on Earth, and pr: 
pare my Soul for the Happineſs of Heave 

Lord, receive me and all my Frien 
into thy Protection this Night, [my Fatty 
&c. according as they ſtand related] Watc 
over me and refreſh me with ſeaſonab 
Reſt, that I may rife the next Morny 
more fit for thy Service. 

All Praite and Thankſgiving be to the: 
O Lord, for the Merci:s beſtowed upd 
me this Day, and all the Days of my Lite. 
Mercifully hear my Prayers, and accef 
my Praiſes, for the Sake of my Savio 


. Fefus Chrift, in whoſe Words I ſum u 
all my Wants, 


Our Father which art, &c. 


Here meditate a While, then ſay, 


We Bl, omg of God Almighty, the | F 


21 


E nnn 45 
Mr, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, be with 


i 


(lis Night, and for evermore. 


0088 

; 6 

BW When you undreſs. 

in 

Wa : 
Aked came I out of my Mother's 


Womb, and naked ſhall I return; 
make me wiſe to prepare for my latter 
10. 


Men you lie down in your Bed. 


7Ouchſafe me, O gracious Lord, a quiet 

Night, and a happy End. Defend 
2 and this Family from all Adverſities, 
ich may happen to our Bodies, Good 


g and Tempeſt, from Thieves and 
dbbers, and from all thoſe other Perils 
d Dangers which for our Sins might 
tly fall upon us. Bleſſed Lord, into 
Hands I commit myſelf, my Soul and 
dy. O fave me from all Dangers ghoſt- 
and bodily through thy merciful Good- 
W's, in Jeſus Chrijt our Saviour, : 


Bed with a quiet Conſcience, who after a Day of 
bful Induſtry and pious Living, lay down their 
ds in Peace, and ſafely reſt in the Boſom of 
Wvidence |! a 


rd deliver us from Fire, from Light- 


O how ſecure and ſweetly do they ſleep, who go | 
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70 


After ſome pious Meditations, cloſe yl 
Eyes with this Prayer. 4 


Will lay me down in Peace and takf 

my Reſt; for it is thou, Lord, only 
that makeſt me dwell in Safety. 

The Lord bleſs me, and keep me; tif 
Lord make his Face to ſhine upon mi 
and be gracious unto me; the Lord li 
up his Countenance upon me, and grat 
ine Peace this Nizht and evermore. | 


If you cannot ſleep, uſe theſe or the li 
Meditations, 


N the Night Seaſon will I ſing, an 

make my Prayers unto the God of n 
Life. I will remember him on my Bei 
and meditate on him in the Night 
Watches. For the Day of the Lord wi 
come as a Thief in the Night, when ti 
Heavens being on Fire, ſhall be diffolv 
the Earth alſo with all its Works ſhall | 
burnt up. What Manner of Perſons th 
ought we to be in all holy Converſation al 
Gedlineſs? O Lord, the bleſſed Ange 
never reſt Day or Night from ſinging for 
thy Praiſes; with this bleſt Choir, u 
worthy as I am, will I alſo join my Hed 
and Voice, ſaying, Hallelujah, Salvati 
3 0 
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% Honour, and Glory, and Power, be 


"Wo God for ever and ever. Amen. 

90 

To keep out idle and unclean Thoughts, think on 
ur miſ-ſpent Life, meditate on Death and Judg- 
nt, on Heaven, and Hell. Think on the Sins of 
ur Youth, and remember that you muſt ſoon die, 
ay to God for Mercy in the Day of Judgment. 


ppy Servant, whom his Lord, when he 
cometh, fhall find thus doing. 


SUNDAY. 


MEDITATION: 


Elcome, bleſt and happy Day ! this 
is the Day which the Lord hath 
ade, which he hath ſanctified to himſelf 
d called by his own moſt holy Name, 
orthy is the Lord of all our Time, 
orthy of the Praiſe of all his Creatures. 
all I employ the whole Week on myſelf, 
d not offer one Day unto him, to whom 
owe all that I enjoy? Forbid it, O gra- 
dus Lord, and make me faithfully obſerve 
Duty to thee on thy own bleſſed Day. 
h deareſt Lord! I was heretofore a Pro- 
aner of this holy Day, for which I might 
ly have been given over to a reprobate 
nſe; or by a ſudden Vengeance ſnatch'd 
It of the World in the midſt of my 


Sins © 
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Sins: The Devil with his TemptationJgon: 
the Corruptions of my own Heart, ans ; 
the wicked People of the Age we live ive 
would perſuade me not to frequent Men 
Worſhip of God, join in the Prayers Md 
the Church, hear his holy Word, or 
ceive the Bleſſed Sacrament. But I viſ.c 
with a reſolved Spirit, like to that whid1y 
animated the zealous Pſalmiſt, fay um ra. 
them, © Away from me, ye WickeWin: 
e for I will keep this Commandment r 
my God, that ſo from a temporal Sa * 
bath here, I may paſs to an eternal oi 
in Heaven hereaſter,” | 


Another MEDITATION and Pray 


LR this is the ſolemn Day, whid; 
— the Lord hath made; therefore r: 
joice, O my Soul, and be glad in i 
This is a Day ſacred to divine Love, 
Day of heavenly Reſt and Refreſhmen 
Behold the Church prepares her ſolem 
Offices, and ſummons all her Children t 
bring in their Praiſes. The King of Heh 
ven himſelf invites us into his own Pre 
ſence,” and vouchſafes us the Honour 
drawing near unto him. _ Let thoſe wl 
value not the Favour of thee, O God 
waſte this holy Day in the Omiſſion 

| I p10 
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nkgous Duties, and in being careleſs of do- 
ug any Thing for the ſecuring of them- 
10 dives a bleſſed Eternity. Unthinking 
len! who ſpend this Day of Holineſs 
d folemn Devotion, in vain, if not 
© wanton Talk; and in Sports and 
Eiſtimes, to the great Hazard of their 
lvation. As for me, O Lord, give me 
race to be wiſer and better, and not to 
Mint or grow weary in thy Service. Ariſe 
t in, O my Soul, put on the Robes of 
Salt Riohtcouſneſs ; go to the Houſe of God 
ol With holy Reverence, and awful Humi- 
ty; worſhip the Lord in his holy Tem- 
e with Faith and Fervour, and he will 
Del thee with the Graces, with the Joys 
Wd Comforts of his bleſſed Spirit. Lord 
hive me Grace to keep holy the Sabbath 
e, ſo as that it may become a Pledge 
nme of enjoying an eternal Sabbath in 
ve, Heht and Glory. O bright and bleſſed 
neh of Eternity! when I ſhall enjoy an 
leu dleſs Sabbath in Heaven, and be for ever 
en ith my God! Prepare me, bleſſed Lord, 
le the Means of Grace here, for this 
Pre ngdom of TE hereafter. Amen. 


ur 
WI 
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HE W Neue Obſervance of the Sabbath, 
| es. en eſteemed the chief Cauſe of the 
= Chriſtin Piety. And becauſe Multipli- 


£ Puſineſs i in ſome, 5 Scruples in others, are 
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often made Excuſes for not faithfully obſerving th 
Duties of this holy Day, I ſhall be more particul; 
in my Directions for the Sake of ignorant Mind: 
Know then, God by creating the World in fix Day 
and reſting on the ſeventh, hath commanded all Mente 
kind, to whom the Knowledge of this ftupendouſ, - 
Work ſhall come, to dedicate a ſeventh Part of the! 1 
Time to his Honour and Service. The Jews ob pg, 
a' 


. 
1 
the 


L 
* 


ſerved Saturday in Memory of the Creation; and ali 
becauſe, on that Day, God delivered the Child ho 
of Hrael from the Bondage of Egypt, by drownin mn 


© 


Pharach and his Hoſt in the Red. Sea. rc 
We Chriſtians keep Sunday for our Day of Rei; 


and ſolemn Devotion; becauſe, on that Day, ou A 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt aroſe from the Dead, and reſt hs 
from the Work of our Redemption, which he con le 
pleated by his Reſurrection. On that Day a geit 
Deliverance was obtained for us. A Deliverance lea 
greater than that of the //rae/:tes from the Slavery Muna 


the Egyptians. Now as to the Evidences that the pr 
mitive Chriſtians did, and that we ſtill ought to kee 
the firſt Day of the Week for our Sabbath, we fu 
that the Diſciples met together on that Day to peri 
form religious Duties; to hear the Word preach'd, ! 
partake of the holy Sacrament, &c. And all Chriiti 
Churches have enjoin'd and practiſed the religio! 
Obſervation of the Lord's Day; and 'tis of great M 
ment, that we ſtrictly dedicate it to the Service 
God. The Works of our ordinary Calling becon 
criminal, when the Creator of all Things challenge 
our Time; this Day then muſt be employ'd in 1 
ſuch holy Exerciſes, as promote the Glory of Go 
the Good of our Neighbour, and the Salvation of 0 
own Souls. Nothing but Sickneſs or abſolute Nece 
ſity can be a fair Plea for not attending on the pul 
lick Service of the Church on the Lord's Day. Man. 
may have often heard ſome thoughtleſs Men ſay, Mie 


can read or pray at home; what need we then le 
Wo 
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th pur own Houſes, and go through Wet or Cold, to 
ua the Houſe of God ? But at this Rate, all Senſe of 
wy eligion would be loſt, did every one reaſon and act 
n chis wretched Manner. Pray ought not Chriſtians 
then, to own their Faith publickly, and in the Face 
do of the World; and openly join with others ir offer- 
ne nz up to God the folemn Sacrifice of Prayer and 
on 3 And ſince God and the Church, and the 
a Laus of the Land, have appointed this Day for ſuch 
gef poly Offices z how bold or ignorant is any one who 
mug zhinks himſelf at Liberty, to break through all theſe 
Wirong Engagements? How can he hope tor the Bleſ- 
Wing of God, who will not ſcek it in the Way pre- 
"Wcrib'd? Our Souls require ſpiritual Food, to keep 
cn WFhem alive to God, as much as our Bodies require 
Meat and Drink, in order to preſerve our natural 
ie. Happy therefore are we, who are thus called 
ff from the Hurry of Buſineſs or Pleaſures, and com- 
anded by God, to ſpend one Day in ſeven for the 
ood of our Souls. Nay, tho' as becomes good 
-hriftians, we read the Scriptures and other devout 
Books in the Weck, tho”. we pray in private, or re- 
ort to the daily public Prayers; yet the Return of 
he Lord's Day is ſtill needful to keep our Souls in a 
devout and holy Frame. On this Day we have moſt 
ime to look into the State of our Souls ; to meditate 
ind make firm Retolutions of living anſwerable to 
ur holy Profeſſion. And what great Advantage and 
elight do thoſe devout Obſervers of the Chriſtian 
PFabbach find by uſing the Means defign'd to make 
hem better? Pious People, by frequenting the Church, 
onfeſſing their Sins, and begging God's Pardon, do 
ertainly grow more pious ; and even ſome bad Men, 
y Degrees, are hereby influenced to leave off their 
acked Courſes, and are brought to a better Mind. 
ind you may obſerve, that they who make no Con- 
Clence of keeping the Sabbath, grow worſe and 
orſe, and when they come upontheir Death-bed, how 
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tadly do they reflect upon their Lives paſt ; and tor- 
rowfully own, that vicious Company, and frequent- 


ing Ale-houſes, when they ſhould have been au 


Church, drew them into thoſe profligate Courſes; 
which are now like to be their eternal Ruin. Agzir, 
how many poor uninſtructed Souls ſleep away the 
Sabbath, or take Journies thereon for Profit or Flea- 


ſure, wandering idly abroad, or finfully ftaying at 


home on that bleſſed Day; not conſidering, that they 
ought to ſpend, at leaſt, that Day, as diligently in the 
Service of God, as the Week-days in their own *? 


Do you therefore, if you have any Zeal for God's | 
Glory, any Regard for the Chriſtian Religion, any 


Concern for your own Happineſs, reſolve not to be 
cold or indifferent how you paſs the Sabbath. 


But, as the Ground muſt be prepared before the 


Seed be caſt into it; ſo muſt you prepare for ich. 
gious Duties, by brirging your Heact into an hum: 
ble and devout Frame. 

And becaule you can't be ignorant of God's WI, 
without the utmoſt Hazard of your Soul, ſpend ſome 


Part of the Lord's Day in reading the Bible. That 0 


ſacred Book was at firſt dictated by the holy Spirit: 
When therefore you read therein, let it always be 
with Reverence and godly Fear. Many holy Men aud 


Women have accuſtom'd themſclves to read the L 


of God, meekly kneeling upon their Knees, Whei 
we read of the Threatnings or Promiſes of God, we 
ought to tremble or hope, according as we are gullty 
or not guilty. The holy Lives of the pious Saints 
ſhould not be regarded as Matters of Hiſtory ou), 
but as Patterns of Imitation. Abraham's Faithtulne s, 
Aoſes's Meekneſs, David's Devotion, Job's Patience, 
Sc. ſhould prevail with you to imitate them in thei! 
| Virtues. Someread the Scripturesonly to furniſh them- 
ſelves with Matter of Diſcourſe, or to cavil thereat; 
but to thoſe it will certainly prove the ſaddeſt Hiſtory 
they ever read in all their Pie and if they pretend 

. JE 


SUN DAT 62 


% 
to be* in Jeſt, I can aſſure them, God will be n 
© Earneſt with them. Do you then, pious Chrifiicn, 
on this joyful Day, riſe early; get Lime to read 
vour Bible, and to meditate on what you reac ; 
then as you have Opportunity and Leiſure, inttru-+ 
your Children, or Friends and Servants, in the gre::t 
Duties of Chriſtianity ; viſit the Sick; comfort tt. 
| Sorrowful ; and ſeaſon all your Diſcourſe wit), 
Piety; then will the ſolemn and holy Offices the 
Church has prepared, have a due Influence upox; 
your Heart, 
And tho' you bring Honour unto God by private 


Devotion, yet you glorify him more by your 


© publick Addrefles ; for then you let others fee, the 
high Eſteem you have of his Excellencies, and gau, 
the Voice of his Praife to be heard among cy. 
When careleſs Men behoid a Number oi Chriftians 
aſſembled together in an humble Manner, with p.- 
ous Devotion, and ſubmiſſive Reverence, with bended 
8 Knees, and Eyes lifted up to Heaven; this Sight 
© ſtrikes them with Fear and Awe; and ſupports the 
Belief both of God's Exiſtence, and of his Glory 
and Majeſty, in the Minds of Men. The publick 
Prayers and Praiſes of devout People bring them 
| nigh unto Heaven; and are the neareſt Approach 
that can be made to that happy Society of juſt Men 
made perfect on this Side Glory. 

Learn therefore to value every Hour of this Day, 
which the Lord hath ſanctified to himſelf, and called 
by his own moſt holy Name; and not fooliſhly 
ſpend it in Paſtime and Vanity; much leſs ſhame- 
fully ſpend it in a Courſe of Sin; but therein re- 
member God's innumerable Mercies, and deeply 
imprint them in your Heart: Preſs onward after 
new Degrees of Improvement; ſo ſhall you pur- 
Chaſe a bleſt Eternity, | | 
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Give Thanks and Praiſe that you ar: 
vouchſafed the Knowledge of the tri 
God and true Religion, 


few many Millions of Men live in 
Blindneſs and Ignorance, when | 
am vouchſafed the Means of Grace, and 


made wiſe unto Salvation ? Bleſſed be thy 
Name, O Lord, for thy loving Kindnei 
towards me, that my Lot is not califf 
among He.thens and Unbelievers, but that 
I was born of Chriſtian Parents, and bap- 
tized in my Infancy, in the Name, or by 
the Authority of God the Father, who cre- 
ated me; of God the Son, who redeemed} 


me, and of God the Hely Gbeſt, who en- 
lightens and ſanctifies me. Praiſed be 


thy Name, O Lord, for bringing me 
afterwards to Confirmation, where I pub- 
lickly renewed the folemn Vow at my 
Baptiſm. Bleſſed be thy Name for thoſe 
comfortable Aſſurances thou didſt give me 
at that Time, ot thy Favour and Good-E 


neſs towards me. Bleſſed be thy Name, 


for that Privilege thou didſt then beſtow 
upon me, of approaching thy holy Table. 


Lord grant me Grace, that as I have given 
up my Name to Chriſt, I may continue 
faithful in this my Profeſſion to the End 
of my Days, and after having Fruit unto 


Holineſs 


Holineſs here, I may 


everlaſting Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, Amen. 


- my Soul, 
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in the End reap 


I Opportunity ſerves, a little before Chutch- Time, 


on your Knees, fay, 


OST glorious Lord God, who art 
greatly to be fear'd in the Aſſem- 


bly of the Saints, and to be had in Reve- 
rence of all them that are round about 
'thee; I look upon this thy Day as holy 
and honourable, and in a peculiar Manner, 
dedicated to thy Honour and Service. 
-E pardon all my Sins, and ſuffer them not 


O 


to ſtand between thy divine Majeſty and 
to hinder my Prayers from 
| aſcending to thee; or thy Grace and 
Mercy from deſcending on me. Touch 
my Soul with an Awe of thy Majeſty and 
| Glory, and fix my wandering Thoughts, 


that I may behave myſelf with Reve- 
rence and godly 
| midſt of the Aſſemblies of thy People, 
| and let thy merciful Ears be open to the 
Prayers which thy Servants make before 


Fear. Be thou in the 


thee this Day; give me Grace to receive 
thy holy Word into an honeſt Heart, that 


I may bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit, 


and diligently live after thy Command- 
ments ; 


that when the appointed Time of 
D 4 my 


56 SUNDAY. 


my Departure hence ſhall come, I may b 
trauſlated from the Church militant bed 
on Earth, to the Church triumphant 1 
Icaven; and being admitted into the 0 
bleſſed Society of juſt Men made perfect, 
may render continual Thanks and Prailzþ L 
224 aſcribe all poſſible Honour and Glut Co- 
to the Holy, Bleſſed, and Undivided Tri Fl 
nity, All "which I humbly beg, for the are 
dard, and in the Words of Jeſus Chriſt, Þ:wil 
thy 
Our Faiber, winch art, &c. hae 
Jof 
Be at Church, if poſhble, before Prayers begin of 
tor if you do not come at the Beginning of the Ser— 
vice, you loſe one of the moſt important Parts of it; 
you fail to join in the Confeſſton of Sins, ſo have nog 
Title to the Comfort of the Alſelution. Thin th 
not, as many inconſiderate People do, that you in 


come in good Time, if you hear the Sermon, tho 
you mits the Prayers, 


Ihen you leave your Houſe, ufe this Mediation, 


1 Will go with Joy and Gladnels to the 
| Houſe of my God. 
O thou that heareſt Prayer, unto thee 


mall all Fleſh come. t 
1 was glad when they ſaid unto me, Let Ie 
us go into the Houſe of the Lord; for [ 
love the Habitation of thy Houſe, and the 

Place where thine Honour dwelleth. 
WWhil: 
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i you are calling to Church wth 


yeur Family. 


How amiable are thy Dwellings, 
thou Lord of Hoſts; my Soul hath 


h Deſire and Longing to enter into the 
if Courts of the Lord; "My Heart and my 
JFleſh rejoice in the living God. Bleed 


Fare they that dwell in thy Houſe, they 


will be always praiſing thee ; for a Day in 
thy Courts is better than a Thouſand: - 1 
had rather be a Door-keeper in the Houſe 
of my God, than to dwell in the Tents 


of Wickednels. 

The Lord loveth the Gates of $77 
more than all the Dwellings of Taceb ; 
therefore will I come into thy Houle, and 
Jin the Multitude of thy Mercy, and in 
®Þtby Fear, will I worſhip towards thy holy 
Temple. 


At the Ghurch-Yard. 


As the Hart panteth after the Water- 
| Brooks, fo panteth my Soul after 
thee, O God. My Soul thirſteth for God, 
even for the living God. 

O my God, kindle a holy Flame in my 
Soul, and let my Sins be the Burnt-offering 
for it to conſume, that there may not any 
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corrupt Affection, any curſed Thing by Ho 
ſhelter'd in my Heart, that I may neve 1 
again defile that Place, which thou hal 

choſen for thy Temple. me 


Go not into the Houſe of God laughing, tall. Fin 
ing, or ſtaring about you, but poſſeſs your Mind in 
with a reverential Awe of the infinite Majeſty of Ou! 
that God, into whoſe Preſence you come. | 


10 
At the Church Door 5 : . 

O King of Heaven, forgive me all tha 0 
I 125 ſinned againſt thee. 15 


As ſoon as you enter the Church. 


ow dreadful is this Place! this 1 La. 


no other but the Houſe of God, even = 


G 


re) 


of that God, who is greatly to be fearcd|þ 
in the Congregations of his Saints, and to 


be had in Reverence of all them that ate m 
round about him. 5 
| 

| = An and Reverend is thy Name, to 
O Lord; Glory be to thee, O Gol K 
moſt High. 7 
| '0 

When you enter your Seat, ſay meet, 
| kneeling upon your Knees, : 
Nworthy am I, O God, to appeal 3 
before thee : But ſince thy infinite , 
Goodneſs doth invite us to come into thy | 


4 ' Houle, 


be 


ve 


al 


alk 
Iind 
y 0 


nite 


uſe, 
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Houſe, I molt thankfully receive this in- 
tſtimable Benefit, 
And now, O Lord, I beſeech thee, 


mercifully to pardon all my Sins, and the 
Sins of thy People aſſembling themſelves 


in thy Houſe : O let thy holy Spirit help 


our Infirmities ; and fo diſpoſe our Hearts 


to Devotion, that our Prayers and Praiſes 
may be well-pleating to thee, through: 


Þ jeſus Chriſt. 


Ten rife up, and confider the infinite 
' Diſtance between God and you. 


; Behave yourfelf with ail Gravity and Decency ; 
ſtand OT kneel, as directed by the Rubricks in the 
Book of Common- Prayer. How ſhameful is it to 


Sit when we put up our Petitions to the Throne of 


Grace | An earthly King would not bear ſuch an ir- 
[reverent Behaviour: How highly diſpleaſing then 
muſt it be in the Eyes of the King of Kings! 

Avoid the Ceremony of bowing to others, after 
Prayers are begun. Alſo, gazing about takes the 
Mind off from the important Buſineſs it ought then 
to be engaged in. Whiſpering, and Talking, and 

Laughing in the Time of divine Service, ate Af- 
fronts to God, and betray a Want of Reverence- 
and Devotion in Men. Look into the Temples. 
of the very Heathens, and you. will ſee more de- 
vout Behaviour among. thoſe deluded Souls, than 
many Chriſtians ſhew in the Houfe of God. Since 
our Acceptance at the Throne of Grace depends in 
a great Meaſure upon our offering up our Prayers 
to God with a devout and attentive Mind, aud an 
bumble Poſture of Body, 'tis amazing, that in 
many Country Churches there is no Conveniency- 
Q x D. 6 for: 
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tor Kneeling. They, whoſe Office obliges them to 
provide all Things neceſſary for the publick Worfhin 
of Almighty God, and who ſolemnly ſwear to do it | 
ought to "take Notice of this. Surely they mult ir 
blind, it they fee it not; and wicked, if they don't 
reform it, 

Do you demean yourſelf, with an 3whul Raue 
rence, and pray with ſuch Fervour of Affection, M ak 
to {ſhew you value what you aſk for. Strive to avoidfgnd 
all wandering Thoughts: Bewail your Weakreiſhis 
and manifold Infirmities, and beg of God to kill © 
in your Breaſt a Flame of true Zeal and Devotion, 
and in ſome Time you will feel the good Effe&s of & 
it. Fix in your Mind an awful Senſe of. God's Pre. 
ſence, which will ſtir up your faint and cold Defircz, 
and engage all the Powers of your Soul in his Service. 
An humble, modeſt Deportment of the Body v 
much contribute to the Attention of the Mind, 
Pray then on your Knees; this Poſture is more 
likely to excite true Devotion, than if you fit, off 
it.nd up, and gaze about, which diſſipates your Y 
Thoughts, hinders your own Foo and perhaps it 
thoſe of your Neighbours. ks res * Ac! 


If vou are cold in your Dev ations, and don 
ferve the Lord with Alacrity and Toy. 


My God! I am full of Trouble, 

that J ſhould take ſo little Delight 
in the Performance of my Duty to thee; 
and ſo ſoon grow weary of it, to the Hurty 
of my own Soul, Why am I { lifeleſs int 
doing what ſhould be the Comfort, then) 
Delight, and the Rejoicing of my Heart l 
My Soul, O Lord, is poſſeſs d with. a Spirit 1 


0 of 
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gf Infirmity, it is bowed together, and can 
5 no wiſe lift up itſelf to thee. O be thou 
pleaſed to cure this ſad, this miſerable Diſ- 
aſe, toſpiritand enliven this drowſy Heart, 

pat it may freely mount towards thee, O 
hake my Deſires anſwerable to my Wants, 

Ind graciouſly hear my Prayers for Chriit 
* Sake. 


s of good Deſires are kindled in your Heart, 
"rp * qohen you pray unto, or praiſe God. 


„ Leſſed be thy Name, O Lord, fork im- 
ind, » printing a lively Senfe of thy Good- 
norWecſs, and of my own Unworthinels upon 
Wy Soul. O let my Heart be ever filled 
ith the Senſe, and my Mouth with the 
\cknowledgement of thy Mercies. It is 
joyful and. pleatant' Thing to be thank- 
ul. O ſuffer me not, I belecch thee; to 
ſe my Part in that divine Pleaſure; but 
rant that as I daily receive Bleſſings from 


ble, nee, ſo I may daily,” from an affect? fonat 
ightFnd devout + Heart, offer up Thanks 
ce inee, through Jeſs!" Chriſt. Thou art 
Jurt 


wi God, and I will thank thee : Thou 


s inſÞrt my God, and I will praiſe thee. O 

 theſlny Soul bleſs the Lord, and enk ee 

art ll his Benefits | ALL Wake — 
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Before or after ſinging the Pſalms. 
O Lord, as I praiſe thee with the Saint 
on Earth, grant that hereafter I may 
with the bleſſed Spirits in Heaven, lauf; 


and praiſe thy holy Name for evermor 
Amen. 


My 
| $ak 


R 
1 


Before the Sermon. 2nd 


Rant, O Lord, that by the preach L, 
ing of thy holy Word, my He: '< 
may be confirm'd more and more in 1 
Doctrines and Truth of the Goſpel, m 7 
Mind enlighten'd, my Life a ang 
thy Name for ever glorified. Amen. hut 


After Sermon. 4 b 
G., Lord, that I may be a Do | 
of thy Word, and not a Hearer oi 
ly, deceiving my own Soul. O let nd 
the Cares, the Riches, or the Pleaſures 
the World ſteal it away; but give m 
Grace to bring forth Fruit unto Holinel 
and to live the Life of Grace here, that 
1 may at length attain to a Life of Glor 
hereafter, for Chriſt his Sake. 


] 


7 ben Frs are ended, kneel down a 
. 14 

\ Lord, pardon the Wandering: s.. a+ 

' Coldneſ of theſe Petitions ; Lach 


U 


. 
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to me this, and all the other Means 
df Grace, that 1 may live. according to 


i by Profeſſion and my Prayer, for Chriſt's 
aa gake. 


Ms 
q Lefling, and Glory, and Wiſdom, and 
' I Honour, and Power, be unto God, 
gnd to the Lamb for evermore. 


" 
t hen you go out of the Church, or return 
"4 Home : 


VE Am now departed out of thy Sanctua- 
au ry, depart not thou from me, O God; 
but let thy Blefling go home with me: 


$anctify unto me the Words I have heard, 
hat with Mary I may ponder all thoſe Say- 
Vol gs in my Heart ; ; obſerve them in my 
Life; and receive the Comforts of them 
"WW my dying Hour. Amen. 


ES 
m Miſpend not this Day, but keep up a Senſe of Re- 
neil eion in your Houſe, that God may dwell where you 
rell. I wiſh every Family had, 
1 1. The Bible and Common-Prayer-Book. 
510 2. The whole Duty of Man. 
3- Dr. Sherlock of Death and Judgment. 
4+ The great Importance of a xcligious Life. 
5. Stanhope's Thomas d Kempis. rviceable to all 
tiſtians, but eſpecially it will adminiſter true Com- 
to the Afflicted. 
ad 8 Aan row ups A Book that will at once 
© | ate) ind, and warm your AﬀeRions. .' 
Mr an 'uppandonable Neglect, not to know ie 
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Will and Pleaſure of our Lord and Maſter fei 
Chriſt : Of this we are to be inform'd by the Gepe 
Which is a Guide of the Blind, an Inſtructor of t 
Fooliſh, a Teacher of Babes, a Light that ſhin« if 
a dark Place, Many are diſcouraged from read 
the Scriptures, by a few obſcure Paſſages to be ni 
with therein; by Things hard to be underſtood, wo 
hinder theſe Books from being ſo inſtructive as mi 
be expected. But this happens when weak, injud 
cious People: perplex themſelves with reading the a 
ſtuſe Parts of the Bible ; ; ſuch as are the Prophet 
of Daniel, Ezekiel, and the Revelations ; which gi 5. 
little Help to the Ignorant, and ſuch as have Nez 
H1Zilk, and net of f{rong Meat. Some other Points, W* 
muſt be own'g, are above our weak Capacities 
comprehend ; as the Perfections of God, his Pros 
'dence, the Nature of our own Souls, Sc. Vet the 
Parts are uſeiul to humble aſpring Men; to te 
them to adore theſe Depths of devine Wiſdom ; af 
to excite their Induſtry, to ſearch out divine Truth 
If People of mean C: pacities want to have the Di 
| culties they meet with in Scriptute exp/ain'd, let the 
reſot to thoſe Teachers whom God hath placed on! 
them. If with Humbleneſs of Mind we will ot 


the following Directions, great Advu: ade mu, i» 
j peed from them. J. 3 
| Begin with the Goſpels, which are plain a> 

Weg, and abound with heavenly Dottrioe, tl 


q 2. The 5ih, th and 7th Chapters of St. Me eat 
= contain the Subſtaiice of Chriſtianity ; and cyery : 


Perſon ought to cad and meditate on them, pet 
has co ed them into his own Life and Converſ:- 6. + 
: Puch your Mind with the Epiſtles, v'hic“ . ' 
ſul er Explication of ſeveral Articles of he Cr li 
Faith, "which were but ſummarily deliver'd by 4: 


905 They give, particular Commands for dei 
cha ging the” uties relating to all Sorts and, Con 
dixions of Life; thoſe of Princes and Subjects; 

19.3 . 10 T7195 44. Paſtor 
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uſtors and People; of Huſbands and Wives; of 
Feents and Children; of Mlaſters, and Servants. / 

4. Read over often, and get by Heart as much as 
abiy you can, of the Book. of P/aims, Tbeſe will 
ee in your Souls humble and devout Aﬀectiions ; as 
ntaining the moſt aſſection ite Prayets, Intetcet- 
dns, and exalted Strains of I'raite and I hankjgrving, 
I will teach People Submiſſion to God's Will, in 
Conditions of Life. And never did any Writings 
me up to the Loftineſs of the Palms ʒall of them out- 
the utmoſt Stretch of human Skill and Invention. 

5. Read the Book of Ecclera/te:, which will in- 
uct you to deſpiſe the World, and all it's Vanities. 
will teach you Patience and Reſignat.on to the 
Fill of God. When did Majeſty ſhine forth in more 
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[es | g oe nc 
ro lendor, than in the Deſcriptions of the divine 
theWower ? Chap. xxxviii; xxxix, xl. 


. Proceed to the Books of Meſes, Joſpua, Judges, 
Wd Ezra. The Song of Miſes, Exodus xv. of De- 
ab, Judges the vth; of Hannah, 1 Sam. ii. Never 
any human Author come up to thoſe lofty, grand, 
d lively Paſſages of Scripture, which I could gladly 
anſcribe, but will only point them out as they ſtand 
our Bibles. Deut. xxxii. 1. Give Ear, O ye Hea- 
ds, &. 2 Sam. Vii. 18. 1 Kings vii. 22. 1 Kings 
. 3. 1 Chron. xxix. 11. Iſaiab i. 38. and 53. Where 
des Sorrow flow forth in ſuch tender Strains, as 
the Lamentations of Jeremiah! He ſeems to 
eathe only in Sighs, and ſpeak in Groans, What 
n be compared to the Propheſy of Nahum, when he 
Naetels the Downfal of proud Nrneveb; or to Daniel's 
/,,{ouncing the divine Vengeance againſt Bel/haz- 
„ Thele Paſſages of ſacred Writ out- do the moſt 
i lime Originals of Heathen Antiquity. The Souls of 
„o eſe Authors were touched with a heavenly Flame: 
dai ow much better were it to fill Childrens Minds with 
Cor noble Subjects, which might redound to the 
„ o of God, and the Good of their Souls, than 
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to corrupt their innocent Minds with the prof hen 
Uſe of unchaſte Writings ? Our modern Wits th m 
every Thing in Scripture ſo mean and flat, as noi 
be worth their Reading: but all who have a Ta 
for Learning, find there ſuch a lofty Eloquence, 
is above the Rules of human Art. For theſe inſpi 
Writers have a grave and manly Majeſty, Cleam 
and Beauty: They have no unnatural Rants, | 
high ſwelling Words; but an amiable, great, 2 
noble Simplicity of Language reigns in them. This 
more entertaining both to the Learned and Pious, th 
the moſt beautiful Paſſages of Heathen Orators 
Poets. The Wiſe of all Ages have ever been of t 
Opinion, and will be ſo: And none ſpeak ill of! 
Bible, but Scorners and debauched Sinners, who! 
condemn'd by its Precepts, and whoſe Threatnit 
terrify their Conſcience. *T'is a fad Thought, ind 
it is, that many daring Wretches uſe their Tong 
and Pens againſt this Book, indited by the Holy Gbr 
But do you, O pious Chriſtian, dread to deſpiſe! 
Word of God, by which you ſhall infallibly be jug 
at the laſt Day. Who can ſufficiently lament, tl 
ſo many pernicious Books appear in the World, vt 
put fair Colours on the worſt of Crimes? The Rea 
ing of them may fix ſuch Errors in the Mind, wii 
cannot without great Difficulty be rooted out, 
What Miſchiefs have been done by young Peop! 
delighting in Romances and Plays, and wanton Son! 
which generally fill the Head with rambling and 
chaſte Thoughts? There may be in theſe Boi 
ſome entertaining Wit: But this ſerves only to g! 
over the Poiſon and Danger of them; thetel 
away with them, look not into them; and, I al. 
you, this will contribute much to ſecure your 
tue. Pious Books will turn your Heart from! 
Love of ſenſual Deſires, and taiſe the Minds 
young People up to the Contemplation of more no 
and more excellent Objects; and enable them to lo 
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ron with a generous Diſdain upon ſinful Pleaſures, 


th mean Purſuits, 
not WT hat hearing Sermons may turn to your Advan- 
Tagge, hear with an honeſt Simplicity of Heart, beg- 
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g the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit. How can you 
careleſs or ſleepy, when Matters of the laſt Im- 
tance are laid before your What can rouze you up, 
hings relating to your eternal Happineſs or Mi- 
can't prevail on you to liſten to them with an 
ntive Mind ? *Tis not enough, that you hear and 
ember, and are affected with a good Diſcourſe ; 
main Point is, to put in Practice the Inſtructions 
have heard : The Pleaſures of the World are apt 
blot out the good Impreſſions made upon your 
nd; the Cares of Life will choak the Word; 
refore at all Times, eſpecially on the Lord's Day, 
ouſly reflect upon the uſeful Truths which have 


one" delivered; let them excite your Diligence, to 
Gb hein the Virtues recommended, and avoid the Vices 
iſe t obſtruct your Salvation. 

ub That you may gain Time for Reading, Meditation, 


| te at the public Aſſemblies before Prayers begin, 
u muſt riſe early. Too many lie long in Bed, and 
e themſelves up to carnal Eafe and Reſt; yet on 

eek-days can ſtir abroad early to purſue their 
ridly Affairs. If you are Maſter of a Family, think 


eopk Fee Reſolution, As for me and my Houſe, we 
So! ſerve the Lord, Joſh, xxiv. 15. Go with your 


wy to the Evening Service, and go with the fame 


Bo Defire as in the Morning. Think not half a 
o gu enough for God and your Soul, If God has 
ere bountifully with you, let the Poor, the Maim'd, 
| al Halt, and the Blind, rejoice with you. When 
ra relieve their Bodies, give ſome Inſtruction to 
om! 


ir Souls, which will make the Charity far greater. 
erefore, inſtruct. the Ignorant, draw Sinners to. 
e nopentance, comfort the Afflicted, and watch every 
to 10 favourable 


63 D 
favourable Opportunity to rebuke and reprove a 
as are wicked and ſcandalous in their Ways, go 
Suffer not your Family to periſh thro? your N 
lect; but by your Care, n prudent LY 
and Reproof, keep yourſelf and them from t! 
jutions of the Age. How is it that Men ate v 
Oppreſſors; that we hear of ſo many Theſis: 
Robberies, Perjuries, and Murders? Why 11m 
ſo many corrupt Adminiſtrators of Juſtice, unraty 
Parents, diſobedient Children, i! Maſters, faith 
idle, and impudent Servants? Trace it to the O 
nal, and it will be found, that the Want of 1 i 
Ob ervation of the Sabbath-day is the chief C au 
all thoſe Miſchiefs. | 
All Praiſe be to God, who, in a debauch' 1 
hath put it into the Hearts of many worthy Pe 
to train up poor Youth in the Fear of God; 
only Way of putting a Stop to the Propagation of of 
and Wickedneſs in the World. 0 
Thanks be given to the pious BenefaCtors, 
to all who labour in this excellent Work; tot 
Honour be it ſpoken, without Batten of! 
Royal Dignity, ier ſhall all ſhare in that glort 
2 of, being Defenders of the Faith. 


4 P, Ayer 40 be uſed by Parents, Maſi 
| of Families, or Guardians. 


0 Almighty God, merciful and gra 
ous, take into thy Protection! 
Children 3 to my Charge, | #4 
Relations, Orphans, &c. ]; be ect 
give them healthful Bodies, an und: 
ſtanding Heart, a teachable Temper, a 
an obedient Will, that they may be tl 
Servall 
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wants, and thy Children all their Days. 


bu knoweſt, O Lord, how weak and 
Wnſideratc young People are; how vio- 


W their Paſſions, and how eaſy to be ſe- 
Jed! I therefore molt earneſtly implore 
= Bleſſing upon my Endeavours to bring 


r up in the Nurture and Admonition 


age Lord. And do thou, O God of all 


th - : 
ee, ſeaſon their Minds with a Senſe 
: Wcligion, that they may be Examples 


Virtue, by a ſober, humble, and de- 
St Bchaviour and Converſation ; that fo 
may paſs through all the Dangers and 
mptations of this Life, and be Coheirs 
n Jeſus in the Glories of the next. 


onſider that all Children are by Nature wild, and 
eto Evil, and therefore muſt be brought under 
pline betimes. Ground, you know, uncultiva- 
will produce nothing but rank Weeds. 'Tis 
er, ſays Plato, not to be born, than ta be unbred, 
b becauſe Errors, indulged at the firſt, are hard 
Pe corrected, uſe all Endeavours to prevent ill 
toms, and implant ſuch Virtues in the Breafts of 
r Children, that they may prove a Comfort to 
r Friends, and an Ornament to their Country. 
lat is fo pleafing in the Eyes of God, as to ſee 
nz Perſons foim'd thus early to Virtue and 


tour: 

ome know, by woful Experience, the Troubles 
| 710] V q .. . f . Su 
= exations that uninſtructed Daughters bring in- 
C 


amilies: Many of whom, by their petulent Hu- 
rs, by Impatience, Bitterneſs, and Clamour, have 
rely alienated from them the Affections of their 
dands; who being vex'd by their unquiet Tem- 
pers 
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with an abſolute Sway, and are not ſubduzd by R 


earlieſt Years, and with the Firſt Fruits of the 8 
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pers, have ſought to drown their Cares in exce! i 
Drinking; or to look for Good-nature abroad, . | 
they could not find it at home. When the Paſſions i 


gion, how can Peace be expected? Every little T. 
will make the Untaught fly out into Anger and N 
diſturbing their own Peace, and that of all aro 
them. Youth at firſt may, like tender Oſfiers, 
eaſily faſhioned : and if Notions of Virtue and | 
nour are inſtilled into them in the Spring of Li 
they will ſcarce ever wear out with Age. For tho't 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, with their allur 
Offers, may, for a Time, choak the good Seed, 
when Years and ſober Thoughts bring the Perfor 
himſelf again, the good Seed early ſown will ſp 
up again, and being watered with the Dew of G 
heavenly Blefling, bring forth Fruit in Amendn 
of Life. Loſe not therefore the firſt ſeven or et 
Years. God declares, that he is pleaſed with 
Prime of our Affections, with the Obedience of 


If youthful Days are neglected, nothing but Diſs 
dience and Trouble can be expected; and to h 
Vexations grow out of our own Bowels, and cd 
from thoſe whom God, and Nature, and Gratit 
have ordain'd for our Comfort, will be an unipe: 
able Grief; and what is worſe, God will require ti 
Blood at their wicked Parents Hands, Tis therett 
our moſt important Concern, early to ſhape and 
nage well their tender pliable Minds. This is them 
proper Seaſon to bend their Minds to Virtue and! 
ligion. What Cruelty is it to let ſuch Habits be for 
in youthful Minds, as muſt be unlearnt ? If Pare 
or Guardians wont uſe their beft Endeavours 
make their Children good, they muſt not expect, v 
they areadvanc'd in Years, they ſhall prove any Th 
but bad Men. Some ſay, let Children indulge theirl 
lies; be idle, fooliſh, and vain! When they aret 
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vice, they will naturally chuſe Virtue. O filly 
1 Wiſcrs! if they have never been taught what Di- 
ion is, how ſhall they make a diſcreet Choice ? 
der, if poſſible, the fooliſh Blandiſhments of 
rſes, the Flatteries of Servants, and their obſcene 
indecent Words; and inſtead of letting them be- 
he a Prey to ſuch bad Adviſers, do you keep tizem 
er your own Eye and Care, and inſtruct them in 
whole Compaſs of their Duty to God, their Neigh- 
, and themſelves. If they are well taught this 
y, they will know how to behave themſelves 
r after. Let them firſt be inform'd, that there is 
od; that we are his Creatures; that our Preſer- 
on, and all the Bleſſings we enjoy, are from him; 
we poor worthleſs Dependants muſt pray to 
for what we want, and thank him for all we 
ive. Inform them farther, that there is a Life 
r Death, where the Good ſhall be happy, and the 
cked miſerable to all Eternity. Form their Minds 
Religion and Virtue, by teaching them Modeſty, 
erity, and Tender-heartedneſs. 
rſt, Modeſty. This is a great Preſervative 
inſt Sin and Vice. If the Child is ſuffered to grow 
, and bear no Reſtraint, and the Fear of Shame 
one, what ſhall hold him from running into Ex- 
„and committing Sin with Greedineſs. 
decondly, Sincerity. This is the Life and Soul of 
other 33 and will be hereafter the Ornament 
their Lives, and make them acceptable both to 
d and Man. | 
hirdly, Tenderneſs. Their own Bowels will 
mpt them to this Virtue, and incline them to be 
ful and tender-hearted. In order to teach your 
dren a ſoft and humane Diſpoſition, keep them 
m Sights of Cruelty; reprove them if they torture 
dumb Creature for Sport; for this will harden 


ir Hearts, and make them leſs apt to compaſſionate 
Wants of the Diſteſs'd, 
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We find Children apt to treat Birds, Butter“ 
and other Creatures which fall into their Hands, wi © 
Cruelty. Therefore watch them narrowly in t 1 
Reſpect, and if you ſee them inclined to any ſu 
Temper, they mult be chid, and taught a contr 
Behaviour : F or the Cuſtom of 'tormenting and 
ling dumb Creatures will not be apt to teach then 
be very compaſſionate to their own Kind, Eſpecial 
train up your Children to keep their Paſſions in S 
jection; for Anger drives them to Quarrels, and nM 
perhaps, even to Murder; an over-eager De{tr: u 
prompt them to be covetous, to cheat and fteal ; 
Fear makes them rather offend God, than diſolize 
great Man. If theſe irregular Paſſions are let av 
in Children, they will in Time get an abſolute iſ 
cendant over them; and-a Soul under their Don 
nion will be ſtormy and contentious, frowar a 
cruel, full of Spite and Rancour. When Child: 
eagerly crave i what is pleaſant, *tis not prudent iſ 
ways to gratify them; let them ſometimes be diß 
pointed, and learn to ſubmit their Wills to the het 
Judgment of their Guardians. While you teach thi 
the Government of the "Tongue, take all due C. 
to render a Lye and Breach of Faith as the moiſt! 
teſtable and odious Vice. Keep them, if poſſi 
from hearing.lewd Words, and profane Talk: fr 
Oaths and Imprecations. Tis a dangerous Thing, 
let any bad Qualities take Root in Children. . 
will conſider, whether Intemperance in Meat a 
Drink be not the Fuel of inordinate Appetites. Al 
to conclude.this Point, let them learn to be true 4 
juſt. in all their Dealings, and not ſuffered, eve" 
Play, to cheat and over-reach, leſt, when they i 
come Men, they ſhould put in Practice the fat 
Tricks. The Reaſon we now have ſo much Wicke 
neſs and Injuſtice in the World is, becauſe good Pti 
ciples were not inſtilled into Children. The great ? 
ſingular Bleſſings which accompany a virtuous Ec 
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ation, cannot but recommend it to all Parents. 
Por what more noble and more- valuable Ornaments 
Wan they deſire for their Children, than that they 
5 meek and humble, pure and chaſte, modeſt and 
ade, patient and charitable, merciful and com- 
1 flionate ? *T'is in theſe Virtues and Graces, that 

He Perfection of our Nature conſiſts. But by all 
eans let Parents and Guardians be careful above all 
« Wh hings to ſet before their Children a good Example. 
bis would be a very powerful Means to engage 
eit Little Ones to tread in their Steps, for Chil- 
n are obſerved to be fond of imitating their Pa- 
„sin their Behaviour and Manners. 


+ 
4105 


e Child s Prayer for his Parents, or 
"i Guardians. 


1 Merciful Redeetner, who didſt take 
little Children up in thy Arms, lay 
Jy Hands upon them and bleſs them, 
ok graciouily upon me, who am one of 
15 y Children, make me dutiful to my 
oft rents and kind Inſtructors; ; bleſs their 
* diy Admonitions, and cauſe them to 
ine k ſo deep into my Mind, that I may 
Proof againſt all Allurements to Sin 
at to my Life's End. O let the holy An- 
W's guard and defend me, thy holy Spi- 
even guide and ſanctify me, that as I grow 
ey þ Years, I may grow in Wiſdom and 
odneſs, to the Comfort of my Friends, 
4 75 Honour and Glory of thee my God, 
reat H to my own Happineſs here and for 


. thro' Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
catio E Though 
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Though we are on this Day reſtrain'd from doin 
our own Works, yet ſome Employment is allowabl:$* 
Works of Neceflity, of Piety and Charity, of vin , 
ing the Sick, of reconciling Differences, and relieving! 
the Poor, are ſuitable Employments for this Hifi 


Day. 


As you began the Day pioufly, ſo end it by Reading a Ne 


Evening Prayer. 


That by keeping holy the Sabbath or Lord's D. 1 
in this Life, you may herezfter with Saints a 
Angels celebrate an eternal Sabbath of Praiſe ai 


Joy in Heaven; which God grant for Jeſus Chi 
his8a ke. Amen. 


Meditations upon ſome of the G REA 
FESTIVALS of our Church, 


MEDITATION. | 
NMEITH ER the manifold Affairs 


this Lite, nor our Intereſt in tl 
good Things of it, ſhould fo far engri 
our Thoughts as to make us neglect the 
happy Opportunities of working out « 
own Salvation; nor the Love of Plealu 
entice us to waſte theſe bleſſed Days fact 
to Piety and Devotion, in ſenſual Enid 
ments; but our rejoicing muſt be wi 
Temperance and Sobriety. If we 
our Eyes abroad, at theſe holy Seaſo 
we tnay Tce every where Scenes of 1 


1 * 
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ure and Effeminacy, of Luxury and Wan- 


0 tonneſs, of Rioting and Drunkenneſs, and 
ll the other Vices which make Mens 
10 1 ractices irregular, and tend to Debauch- 


ry and a general Diſſoluteneſs of Man- 


bers. By converſing and complying with 


the bad Cuſtoms of the World, the Mind 
and Morals of Men are poifon'd by De- 
Prees. 
Now to avoid this, we ſhall do well to 
Fonſecrate theſe holy Seaſons to Religion, 
Jo attend the publick Worſhip with hum- 
ble Thoughts, compoſed Behaviour, and 

B& thankful Heart; to commemorate the 
yſtery of our Redemption with exalted 
Thoughts of God's wonderful Goodneſs 
bo the Sons of Men: to keep ſtedfaſt in 
Dre Belief of thoſe heavenly Ns which 
he Scriptures reveal, and undaunted in the 
cofeſlion of our moſt holy Faith: ſo de- 
outly to ſpend our Time at theſe holy Fe- 
livals, in meditating upon the Wonders of 
vine Love commemorated on them, and 
W gently practiſing the Doctrines then 

We oght; that being faithful unto Death, 

at laſt receive a Crown of Life, 


18 Gaſs Grp our Lord. Amen. 
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The PRATH E R. 


LL Praiſe and Glory be to thee, 0 
God, who haſt graciouſly No ret 
upon me many Bleſſings, ſpiritual as wil 
as temporal, relating bath to this Life ang 
a better. 1 
I adore and praiſe thee, O Lamb , 
God, who by thy precious Bloodſheddinf 
haſt reſcued me from the Slavery of Sin ? 
and the Dominion of the Devil. 5 
All Honour and Thankſgiving be unt 
thee, O bleſſed Spirit, for thoſe extraorfy t 
dinary Gifts beſtowed on the Apoſtle 
whereby they were enabled to work M 
racles, and for thoſe ordinary Gifts 
thine, whereby all devout Chriſtians ha? 
in all Ages been enabled to work out thei | y 
Salvation: Grant that I, being enlighten: 
and animated at the Celebration of thei 
Wonders of thy Love, may conftantly a 
tend the Publick Worſhip, and devout! 
keep and celebrate theſe high Solemnitie 
here below, that hereafter I may join will 
the bleſſed Spirits in the new Jeruſalen 
and with them ſay, * Bleſting and He 
* nour, Wiſdom and Power, be to hin 
© that fits upon the Throne, and to th 
* Lamb for all Eternity, Amen. 


As Praiſe is due to God for all his Mercies, 
oveli 
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dught he, in a more eſpecial Manner, to receive 
our Homage and Adoration when you commemo— 
ite the Mercies vouchſafed on the great Feſtivals ; 
& our Saviour's /ncarnation, Reſurrection, Ajcenſun, 
ud ſending of the holy Get. For, think how many 
Generations of Men have lived and died without the 
Knowledge of theſe uncommon and diſtingu ſhed Fa- 
pours : J hey are left in Ignorance, but you are made 
Pie unto Salvation. God, rich in Mercy, hath re- 
Incaled unto you the Goſpe! of his dear Son, and given 
Jou all poſſible Proof of his Loving-K incnels, 
FJ And now what a baſe and ſhameful Ingratitude 
Fill it be in you to forget the Bleftings theſe auſpi- 
Sous Days bring to your Remembrance ? 
But, alas] we'ſee (and we grieve to fee) that 
eſe holy Seaſons, deſigned for better Purpoſes, are 
ahappily made the Inſtruments of Vice and Extra- 
gance. We ſee, to the Diſgrace of our holy Re— 
ion, that they are for the moſt Part ſpent in Lux- 
Sy and Excefs. . | 
| F dome bold '[a!kers, in this looſe Age, exalt their 
Nocces againſt tae Obſervance of theſe Days; others 
Wear the ſolemn Offices prepared by the Church tor 
Sole Feſtivals, with Sport and Laughter. A thi:d 
Art ridicule the great Doctrines of Chriitianity, ſuch 


y a Four Saviour's Incarnation, Death, Reſurreclion and 
Out enſion, which, in the Opinion of all wite an” go 
itie len, command Reſpect and Veneration : But ufo? 


Wele Pbiliſtines have ſworn together againſt the Lord 
d his Church, I truſt in God they fight in vain. 
Lis the Part of every faithful Chriftian, as much as 
him lies, to obviate this ſpreading Miſchief: Do 
bu, therefore, beg of God Almighty to preſerve in 
ur Mind a lively Senſe of the Mercy you are call'd 
don by the Chuich to commemorate. Think on 
e great Myſteries of your Redemption, and your 
gart will'be truly thankful. Let not Covetouinels, 
Pleaſure, ſo take up your Thoughts, as to hinder 
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you from working out your own Salvation. Reſort | 
N 


to the Houſe of God with devout. Behaviour 3 and 
forget not to approach the Altar with heavenly Af. 
fections. Bring to-your Lord the Sacrifice of Praiſe; 
bring Hymns of Glory to his- awful Name. | Hoy 
can you think on your Lord's miraculous Incar- 
nation; on his painful Crucifixion, his Refurrection, 


his triumphant Aſcenſion into Heaven, and his fend- A 
ing down the Holy Spirit upon Earth, without 

tranſports of Wonder and Love? Improve thei #-< 
holy Seaſons to the Advantage of your Soul; b Ke 


watchful againſt all Temptations, and moderate ir 
your lawful Enjoyments, that you be not enſnure 
thereby: Then will you be ſanctified here, and ef 
ceived up into Glory hereafter. That you may no 

foi get theſe Wonders of divine Love exhibited to yo! 


at theſe holy Seaſons, the following Collects may b. 
of Ule. 


On CHRISTMAS-DAY. 


Holy, and ever, blefſed Jeſus, wh 
being the eternal Son of God, and 
moſt high in the Glory of the Father 


go * Ee f 


pure Virgin; O thou, who didſt come int 
the World to heal the brokensheartedf 


, a . 


to help the Miſerable, and to ſave thilf 
which was loſt; to deliver us from th 
eternal Miſeries of Hell, and make | 
Partakers of the Inheritance, with t. 
Saints in Light: Give me Grace, with d 
Admiration, Reverence and 'Fhankfulnek 
ever to receive and ponder this great — 

ſten 


y 


- 
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ery of Godlineſs in my Heart. O wel- 
tome News, that Chriſt Jeſus came into 
the World to fave Sinners ! Quicken me, 
Lord, that I alſo may duly exprets that 
| hankfulneſs and Delight which my Soul 
on, b to feel on this moſt affecting Occa- 


on; that I may comply with the gracious 
eſigns of thy Mercy to do me good. 
Keep me, O Gcd, at all Times, more eſ- 

pecially during this Seaſon, from abuſing 

he good Things which thy Bounty has | 

nal furniſhed me withal for the Refreſhment | 

50 df my Body; and from falling into Glut- 

Jony or Drunkenneſs, as the Manner of 
Home is. | ; 
O work in my Heart, ſuch a lively 
denſe of the many and great Bleſſings 

Irhich this Seaſon brings to my Remem- 

[Prance ; that adoring and believing in thee, | 

s my only Lord and Saviour, imitating 

thy holy Example, obeying thy holy Com- 

hands, I may be ſav'd through thy Meritsg 

Ind at laſt reign with thee, who art ork 

; pleſſed for ever, World without End. 


it 


On Good Pr day. 


9 | 
come before thee, 0 hard, in the loweſt 

nel Proſtrations of Soul and Body, with 

Wes Full of Tears, and a Heart full of 


1 Griet 
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Grief and Sorrow for thoſe Sins of mine, 
wich crucified the Son of God afreſhÞ . 
and put him to open Shame. When! 8 
lock on my Saviour, and then on myſelf on 
I am aſtoniched at the Wonders of hel 
Love, which ſurpaſſes the Thoughts d 
Men and Angels. | 
The Scriptures declare that in Adam a 
died; and that by the Offence of one, 
Judgment came upon all Men to Con! 
demnation. But my Conſolation is, that £ 
my Saviour ſhed his precious Blood for me, 
that I might not ſuffer the Pains of eter- 
nal Death; but be advanced to Honour, ſ 
Glory, and Immortality with him. Ine 
Henceforth I deſire not to live, but un- Int 
to Chriſt who died for me. Aſſiſt me, 
© blefled Spirit, to purify myſelf, and to 
tread in the Steps of this humble, meek, 
and patient Sufferer. Keep in me ſuch a 
lively Senſe of my Saviour's Agony and 
bloody Sweat, that I may bitterly hate Sin, 
the Cauſe of his Torments ; and teach 
me the Value of my immortal Soul, for 
which he became obedient unto Death, Lee 
even the Death of the Croſs. Confirm my 
22 e in the Chriſtian Warfare, that a 
=o Soldier I may fight manfully un- 
90 the Banner of my crucified Saviour, 
that nothing either in Life or Death may 
evel 
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| 

ever ſeparate me from the Love of my 
glorious. Redeemer ; who, with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, liveth and reigneth 
Wd pne God, bleſſed for ever. 


fl 1A EASTER, 


al AX 7Elcome, bleſſed Day, wherein my 
be Saviour aroſe from the Dead, and 
- thaſed away the Clouds of Fear. My 
lorious Redeemer hath triumphed over 
the Powers of Darkneſs, and conquered 
e- Hell and the Grave. He is riſen, and 
u bath ſhewn that he is able to ſave himſelf. 
Ind to fave to the uttermoſt all that come 
1-Egnto God through him. By his Death 
ne. ge hath deſtroyed Death; and = his riſing 
to Life again, hath reſtored Man to ever- 
«Biting Life. Sing then, O my Soul, unto 
be Lord a Pſalm of Joy: Sing with a 
Mearful Voice and thankful Heart. Now: 
Ray every penitent Sinner þe of good Com- 
by . Tell abroad this Soul-reviving Truth, 
We Lord of Life is riſen again. O blefled 


Jedeemer, make me to riſe from the 


iy Feath of Sin unto the Life of Righteouſ- 
t Als, that I may ſpend the Remainder of 
un- iy Days to ſecure that everlaſting Hap- 
our, 


neſs which thou haſt purchaſed tor me. 
y Reſurrection ſpeaks Comfort to me 
E 5 under 
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under all, even my bittereſt Sorrows, 
Tho' I mourn, and am affliced here, yet 
the Tears I ſhed for my Sins ſhall be turned 
into Joy; and that Joy no one ſhall tak: 


From me: Tho' my Body be crumbled in- 


to Duſt, or devoured by the Fiſh of the 


Sea, yet ſhall I live, and with theſe ven 
Eyes ſee my Redeemer, and enjoy him 


whom my Soul has loved, and be united 
to my glorious Head for ever and ever. 


On Aſcenſion-Day. 
O King of Glory, who art exalted fir 


above all Principalities and Power: 


and enthroned in thy heavenly Kingdom 
where Saints and Angels, and all the Hol 
of Heaven,' do admire and adore thee; 
look down from on high on me thy hum 
ble Servant here below. O make me fes 
the Power of thy Grace, and the bleſſe 
Influences of the Holy Spirit lifting d 
my Mind and Deſires from ficeting earth 
Enjoyments, to the ſolid laſting Glorie 
above. Wherefore, O my Heart, vi 
thou be groveling on the Earth, ſeeing tl! 
glorified Jeſus is aſcended inte Heaven 
From this Time I will lift up my languith 
ing Head towards thee, 'O Saviour of 10 
Sinners, and reach at the Glories of He 


0 


* 


vo 
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ven. My Knees ſhall bow at thy exalted 
Name; my Tongue ſhall confeſs thy Glory ; | 
e and thou ſhalt be the daily Entertainment 
of my moſt ſerious Thoughts. 
5 Lord grant, that after 1 have dwelt 
above in Heart and Spirit, I may at laſt 
aſcend, whither my Saviour Chriſt is gone 
"hy and be for ever with the Lord; 
there, together with the whole Church 
triumphant, to ſce and admire, to love and 
praiſe thee, O bleſſed God, World with- 
out End. Amen. | 
n Whitſunday, or 6 Coming of tbe Hy 
f | Gho 
1 
. LL Glory bs to thee, 0 Lord; who 
Jol F * did{t fend down at this Time the 
cc Holy Ghoſt from Heaven, in the Likeneſs 
"| hery Tongues, ' lighting upon the Apo- 
Wiles, and didſt produce in them glorious 
: fects, turning their Ignoranee into 
Learning, their Fear into Courage, their 
th weakneſs into Strength, and their Sorrow 
onto Joy ; and notwithſtanding all the De- 
wih ices of Satan, haſt cauſed wh Goſpel to 
de preached unto all Nations. Had I the 
ongue of Men and Angels, had I that 
Een. Giſt which Seloended upon. 
: Apoſtles, and made them declare thy 
. wonder 


— = 
— — — 


vel! 
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wonderful Works in every Language, And 
ſtill my Praiſes would be infinitely leſs thy 
than thy infinite Perfections require. Ofhe 
heavenly, ſweet, divine Comforter, enter q 
into my Soul, and dwell there; that it may cet 


appear by my Converſation and Courſe off ic 


Life, that thy Grace doth rule in my Wc 
Heart, and abide with me. But, woe ite 
me! thou wilt not enter into a Soul pol- IA r 
luted with Sin; nor ſtay in a Breaſt which|Mo! 
harbours any Iniquity. But, O adorabl: NN 
Spirit, who cleanſeſt the Thoughts of theMav: 
Heart, forgive me (I humbly entreat thec)ſlaks 
if at any Time I have reſiſted thy bleſſedWle 
Inſpirations, and quench'd the holy Flames ra 
thou haſt ever kindled in my Breaſt ; anda: 
ſo purify my Heart with thy celeſtialfl 
Grace, fo burn up in me all the Droſs od 
Sin, mortiſying and killing all Vices in me; 
that I may be fit to receive and entertain 
thee as Guide and Comforter. Then ſhall 
I know and love thee, and conſtantly do the 
Things that are right, and ſo walking b) 
the Influences of thy Grace here, I ſhall be 


fitted for thy Glory hereafter. ul 
| | b 
Another to the ſame Effect. 1 

155 n 
Eternal God! who didſt beſtow upon 


thy Apoſtles many excellent "GU dd 
al 
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and at this Time didſt teach the Hearts of 
ty faithful People, by the ſending to them 
Ofthe Light of thy Holy Spirit; grant me 
er þ ſame Spirit to have a right Judg- 
1ytbent in all Things, and evermore to re- 
off ice in his holy Comfort, through the 
ay lerits of Chriſt Jeſus my Saviour. O 
bgeſſed Spirit, I bluſh and am confounded 
l- my great Perverſeneſs and Folly ; for 
ch|bou haſt oft times filled my Heart with 
vleWoly Thoughts and Reſolutions which 
heave continued with me a few Hours: but 
cc) Es! many whole Days being fpent in 


Ted Mleneſs, Vanity and Sin, I have cauſed thy 
nes Hrace to depart from me; but return, O 
ndMavenly Comforter, with thy purifying 
ta Wiluences; renew a right Spirit within me, 


s old fix this unſteady Piety into a regular 
Id conſtant Courſe of Virtue and Holi- 
bis. And if my inconſtant Heart ſhould 
Wer turn aſide to the Paths of Death, O 
d thy Grace to check my deſperate 
eed; ſhew me the dreadful State of im- 
nitent Sinners: ſtrike my regardleſs 
ul with Terror and Amazement, and 
before my Eyes the bcauteous Proſpect 
a pious Life. O bleſſed Spirit, our only 
mforter under all our Sorrows, be ever 

1ponl Help to me in the Time of Trouble; 
pits, due my rebellious Aﬀections, and 
z1 ſanctify 
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fandtify all the Faculties of my Soulf! 
Have Mercy on me, O adorable Hoh 
Ghoſt, govern my Life with thy hohf 
Rules, then my Joy in thee ſhall afforl 
me greater Delight than all the PleaſurÞ 
in the World. To Thee, O Holy Spirig 
with the Father, and my dear Saviour, bt 
all Honour and Glory in all Churches of 
the Saints, from this Time forth and f 
evermore. Amen, Amen. 


SAINTS DAYS. 


MEDITATION. 


H OW ſhould I bleſs and praiſe Go 
who has inſtructed his holy Chur 
with the heavenly Doctrine of = Apt 
ſtles, and has not abandoned me to tl 
dim Light of my own Reaſon, but intl 
holy Scriptures has, graciouſly reveal 
whatever is neceſſary fon me to believe at 
practiſe in order to m. eternal Salvatiol 
Lord, grant I may with Diligence app 
myſelf to the reading of . thoſe ſacred V 
lumes. Give me Grace to commemoril 
with all Thankfulneſs, the Heroic Pie 
of the Saints, who ſerved the Lord | 
Hunger and Thirſt, on Racks, and in T0 
tures, and who encounter d Death. w 14 

2 ; Cal 
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alf Fear ; I rejoice in the Happineſs they are 
Mvanced to. But what ſhall I do, that 
ol may partake with them of the Heavenly 
| oF ingdom ? How ſhall I, poor Duſt and 
rl N and laden with the Burden of my 
rt n ; how ſhall I hope to be numbered 
0 1 Iich the Saints in Glory everlaſting! And 
s "Wet not deſpair, O my Soul, for thouſands 
4 1 gow in Bliſs and Glory, had once the ſame 
L ifficulties to maſter that we have. They 
ed in the ſame Valley of Tears, and 
pere ſet to ſtrive with the ſame unruly 
Lions; now the ſame gracious God that 
0 13 them to overcome, will ſtrengthen 
in like Manner. Therefore love your 
Gol Nin Intereſt, which is no hard Command; 
uWecy your Maker's Voice : Love entirely 
Pour dear Redeemer, and the Grace of 
od will work all good Works in Fo: | 


The P RATE R. 


op 1T v, O Lord: and cure the Blindneſs 
app of thy Creatures, who live below in 
4 Vie Dark, ſtill ſceking Reſt, but finding 
or one until they ſeek it in thee. O take 
Piegvay that Veil that blinds our Eyes, and 
"rd | t us fee that there's a better World than 
1 To dis ; a happier People than thoſe, we 
now, For, how glorious is che Kingdom 


Fell -_ | * 
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of Heaven, where our. Lord reigns in M 
Midſt of his Saints! Look up, my Soul, 
and ſee a glorious Place, incomparabliſl 
beyond the Courts. of Kings: O may I 
tread in the Steps of all thoſe that a; 
departed hence in the Faith and Fear 
God, May I learn of them to be humbl{W"! 
and meek, to ſubmit like them to thi. 
Will of Heaven; to govern my Senſes b in 
the Rules of Reaſon, and my Reaſon h 0 


the Dictates of Religion. Through S 
Grace of God, IJ hope one Day to dwel 


d, 
1 


above; mean while I'll join my Voic: 
with your Hymns, and ſay, Salvation + 
to our God, who fits on the Throne | 
and to the Lamb that redeem'd us with 
his Blood.“ Hallelyzab, Amen. E 
It is recorded of the bleſſed Apoſtles of our Lord P 
that they hazarded their Lives among barbaroui | 
Nations, rejected the Flatteries of the World, an 0 
fought the good Fight of Faith, before they welt 
called from their painful Labours on Earth, to a bli 

ful Reſt in Heaven. Rejoice that you have ſo man 
Examples of good Men ſet. before your Eyes, wi 
loved their Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, more th: Li 
all the Friendſhip of the World, nay, than their ov! 1 
Lives. Thrice happy you, if in a right Manner jolt, 
celebrate their Feſtivals, and follow their blell:4W1n 
Steps in virtuous and godly Living: Then ſhall hm 
alſo come to thoſe unſpeakable Glories which th! , 
now enjoy, and which are prepared for all, who, lik 
them, unfeignedly love God: And what, hinde! drl 
but you may attain the ſame Happineſs ? They wiWkr 


now reign in Heaven, once, like you, lived ny 
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þ ley of Tears, and ſtrove with the ſame Tempta- 
bos. Be a Follower of them, as they were of 
ul rift ; be couragous in the Profeſſion of the Truths 
bln * the Goſpel; be content to paſs through Honour 
Talks Diſhonour, through evil Report as well as good 
1 port, for Righteouineſs Sake, and you ſhall reſt 
al 1 th them. For you profeſs the ſame Religion with 
0 ee Saints ; you paitake of the ſame holy Sacra- 
nts; you are bred in the ſame Apoſtolick Faith; 
are redeem'd with the ſame ineſtimable Price; 
d, who enabled them to overcome, will alſo 
WE nothen ycu. God, who knew their Doubts and 
, will guide you through all Dangers, as he did 
faith iu] Servants of old: If you perſevere to the 
We, your Soul ſhall depart in Penn and go up to 
wel in Heaven, where you, with the Choir of An- 
Oi and glorified Saints, ſhall for ever ſing the Mer- 
tio of the Lord. The Church of God hath pre- 
d her ſolemn Offices for each Saint's Day. 
one Nelſen's Companion for the Feſtivals and Faſts 
 11Whe Church of England, and Dr. Stanhope on 
| Epiſtles and Goſpels, will give you a ſenſible 
aſure and Delight, if you read them. I fhall 
add a Collect for ſuch as are obliged to work 
labour on Holidays, and cannot refort to the 
ick Aſſemblies of the Saints 


2 
| 
# 
- 
* 


Lord 
zaro 
„ an 

we! 
blitz 
man! 

wht 


I 


c * 


3 
oo 


Collect on any Saint's Day. | 


7 


* Leſſing, Honour, Glory, and Praiſe, 
er obe to thee, O Father of Mercies, for 
vleſ:af'ng raifed up holy Men, of God, as In- 


al you 


ments to convey the Light of the glo- 
h the 


0 is Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt unto the 
\:-derild, and overcome the Kingdom of 
-y viWkneſs : Eſpecially I praiſe thy Name 


in tl d 
Vaal for 
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for thoſe eminent Graces and VirtuWur: 
which ſhone forth in the Saint we th 
Day commemorate, [name him] who «lf 
parted this Life with the Seal of Faillh 
and now reigns in Bliſs and Glory. Wce 
likewiſe praiſe thee for all other thy SM!" 
vants, [Here think on any virtuous Relati 
or Friend] who departed this Life in ie 
Faith and Fear. Behold with Pity, Loy 
the Dangers to which the Frailty of c 
Nature is perpetually expoſed ; grant D. 
the Examples of thy Saints may quickſWce 
me to follow them, as they did Chi, 
that I may with a glad and willing M. 
imitate their Humility, Self-denial, Ce 
rage in owning the Truth; that I 
leave an'Example of Duty and Obedier A 
to t ole that come after me; ſo that . 
the laſt, with the. Saints that are gi 
before, I may ſing eternal Hallelujah WW, 
the Honour of thy Mercy, through Jes 
Chriſt my Saviour. Amen, a 


FAST-DAY. 
TH | L 
TASTING, à Duty always obſerv'd by 


J Men of old, was uſed as a Means to expreis if 
row for Sin, and to bring.the Mind into a fi 
paſition for conſidering any thing of great Mon 
and. Importance. Publick Faſts are enjoined by. 
thority, to which you are commanded to pay O 
enee. On ſuch Days of Humiliation, you abe 

| e | * 


N 
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ue urn for national Calamities, oecaſioned by publick 
and pray for a Removal of them. On private 
0 a s you are to confeſs your own Sins, to humble 
coul, and admire the Riches of the divine Grace 
aug Mercy, which hath ſpared you fo long: You are 
, {Weccule, judge, and condemn yourſelf,' that you be 
0. judgedvof . the Lord. David, we read, chatined 
a >oul with Ting; and St. Paul kept his body un- 
by Fa/ting. Some of the primitive Chriſtians ab- 
1 Wed from Wine and Fleſh, eating uſually Herbs, 
_orfPulſe, with Bread. But the Cuſtom of Faſting in 
e Days, is not fo rigorous, If through bodily In- 
dolition, wei cannot abſtain altogether, at leaſt we 
1 eat ſparingly on Days of, Faſting or Abſti- 
icke, and not; gratify the Palate by any luxurious 
ri nties; for to feed the Body high, is to teach the 
1 | to rebel againſt God, If Age and Infirmities 
Vil Ke Faſting prejudicial to your Health, and hinder 
C er than promote your Devotion; then you may 


+ 


mou Liberty ; only uſe not your Chriſtian Liberty 


fen ratify the Hleſh. Fo faſt, 3 Senſe, is to 
x f enying yourſelf 
1a 
8⁰ 
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by Benefit ; caſting your 
* und, eh offers Gad fe mare 

a caſe of Kar Labour and 
U Sai ITE i. Sickneſs, 
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Sickneſs, Allowance, I ſay, will be made in | 
Duty. And tho' you in the Country are tied doy 
to hard Labour, yet you muſt abſtain from exceſh 
Eating and Drinking. Be exact in looking into iff 
State of your Soul; and, in all Reſpects, ihew io 

an Humiliation as is proper for one who is, tir 
bis Sins, in Danger of loſing the Favour of God 


1 
x 


T Or 
C ollect on a Faft- Day, and iN th Time! k 
an N 


God of all Glory, I * bluſh, to thi 
that I am one of thoſe degener; 
Children, whom thou haſt nouriſh 
and brought up, and that have rebel| 
againſt thee. - But, Lord, in Pity to n 
Soul, pardon, my baſe fngratieade, 3 
lay not to my Charge my paſt Tra 
greſſions. Accept of my unfeigned 80 
row for all my former Sins, and let ti 
precious Blood of Chriſt procure my r 
don, and ſpeak for me, fince I have n 
thing to ſay for myſelf. - Be merciful! 
this ſinful Nation, which has abuſed th 
manifold and great Bleſſings. O th 
thy Threatnings may work godly 80 
row, and an unfeigned Repentance in n 
Breaſt; 3 that my Abſtinence from Fo 
may fit and Af my Heart to -abſta 
Fra Sin and Folly, and work in me N 
pentance to 91 not to be repent 
of. Then ſh 7 theſe Days of Homulian 
0 


>» 
3 
# 
* 


FESTIVALS and FASTS. 9; 


1 th F ſe. eo Earth be followed by D. 

ga oicing hereafter” in Heaven, -. 
= Wall never hunger, never thirſt an 

dre; but be ſatisfied with all * 
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Couters 785 hz mf "Eoin 1 
Virtues aud Grace UE 
_ Chriſtian Life. i 


H O' you in the Country are for the moſt c 

fully employ'd, yet you have ſome ſparc ir 
which you ſhould wiſely and diligently emp. 
the Advantage of your ork If you make uM! 
and learn theſe following Collects, they will W-? 
your Mind with Vatiety of Good Thoughts; c 
through God's Bleſſing upon the ſincere and 
Ule of them, the Temper of your Mind mi 
changed, your Heart renewed, your inward Ho 


fections ſanctified. Vou will every Day improfWe 
ſolid Virtue, and, by the Aſſiſtance of the Wh, 
Spirit, you will perſevere to the End. 14 
MEDITATION. 
A from a polluted Fountain unwli 
ſome Are will always flow 
from a ſinful filthy Mind corrupt I, E 
nations will be perpetually riſing. 1 
then of great Moment to let Virtue pe 
the Poſſeſſion of your Soul, and to 1: +; 
Grace of God rule in your Heart. Mo; 


leaves no Stratagem untry'd to gain 


Affections. It his curſed Suggeſtions We 


* 
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| his Work is done. For, he will 


Fry the Sinner into all vicious Diſorders; 
which if he continues long, tis with 
at Difficulty, that he is ever reclaimed 
better Mind. If earthly, ſenſual, and 
Wul. Objects inſinuate themſelves into 
Mind; virtuous, good, and worthy 
ts cannot get Acceſs. Learn heavenly 
Wm then, and pray and ſtrive for Pu- 

of Heart, Let not a wild, impatient 
ie of ſenſual Pleaſures, though ever ſo 
* ing, draw you off from God. Make 
xcuſes for neglecting religious Duties; 
s cannot, you ſay, at all Times, have 
9 ure; but tertainly no one can want an 
rard ortunity of: offering up to God a ſhort 
zprofiſſyer every Morning and Evening. Here- 
he Won will obtain God's Grace to protect 
defend you: Hereby you will be en- 
Id to reſiſt the Aſſaults of the Devil. 


* 


of 


ill 


The PRAYER. 5 


E AR me, moſt alc Savious; I 
moſt humbly beſeech thee, and let 
powerful Grace be ever preſent with 
weak unworthy Servant. Jam not 
of myſelf, to do or think any Thing 

is good. O let thy Spirit aſſiſt — 
1005 e Endbavours; do thou aſſiſt me to 


OVer Coms 
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overcome the Temptations that ſurrou - 
me, fix my inconſtant Mind, and fol br 
me all the Days of my Lite, that I n * 
perſevere in good Works unto the El 
O thou True, thou Chief, thou Ee F 
Good of immortal Souls, come and pu 
my Heart with thy celeſtial Fi ire, coffe; 
and burn up in me all the Droſs of 
that there may be a Way prepared Wh: 
thee ; and that thou mayeſt enter in . 
dwell there. For by removing every Thi: 
that may hinder thy bleſſed ApproachWt! 
humbly hope my Soul may be readyMo, 
the Communications of thy Grace, . 
be fitted to receive ſo divine a Gu 


Amen. 


For FAIT H. ) 
552 5 God, I firmly believe that ii 
didſt make all Things out of nothe 
that thou, O bleſſed Jeſu, didit take vp 
thee our Frail Nature, and die to be ec 
crifkce for Sin; I believe, that the Wt! 
Scriptures. contain all that is neceflaryMtt 
me to believe and practiſe, in order toi! 
eternal Salvation. I believe, that . 


ments which ſhall never end are prep 


for all who obey not the Goſpel of 95 1 
and that Manſions of everlaſting CW ” 
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prepared for the Obedient. Grant, O 
brd, that I may always dread the fatal 
1 om of impenitent Sinners: and not 
Ee more Pains to avoid the tranſitory 
eis of this Life, than to avoid thoſe that 
ue Eternal, Pity, O gracious God, the 
Weakneſs of my Faith. Lord J believe, 
Ip thou mine Unbelief. Grant, Lord, 
Hay ſo live to thee, that it may appear 
. thou by thy Spirit dwelleſt in me; 
In ſhall I at laſt attain the End of my 
Ich, even the Salvation of my Soul, 


ough the alone Merits of Jeſus Chritt, 


e. 


Fr HOP E. 


; \ Thou who art Almighty, and whoſe 
E Power is greater far than the Fury of 
Enemies, be thou my Houle of De- 
othiW<, and my Caſtle. When Troubles 
de u paſs me 55 whether I am com- 
be ed, or left defolate ; whether I am 


at t 


he thful or fickly, ſuccour'd or abandon'd 
MaryMtne good Things of this Life, grant 
er to my Truſt and Confidence may be in 
at . O God. Although the Fields ſhould 


prep 20 Corn, and the Flocks be cut off 
Chi the F old, yet as long as I live I will 
g G in thy Mercy. Grant, bleſſed Lord, 

F chat 


Compaſſion to the Afflicted, and by 


his everlaſting Kingdom, where Chit 
reigns in full Perfection; where 'tis 
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that my Hopes of everlaſting Life may 

well grounded, and that I may give "$ 
Diligence to obtain the eternal Inheritan "7 
above. O bleſſed Hope, be thou my chi 
Delight in Life; be thou my Support uſſ 
der all temporal Loſſes, and my Comfþ F 
at the Hour of Death; that when my iſ 
viour ſhall appear with Power, and 0 F 
Glory, I may hope to be made like uf 
him in his everlaſting Glory. Amen. 


kr Kr 


Dear Jeſu, heavenly Benefactor, v 

didſt love me to that Degree, ag. 
die for me, what ſhall I do to expreſs! 
Affection to thee? I will ſhew it, dea 
Lord, by doing all Acts of Kindneſs, 


lieving the Neceſſities of my poor Brethr 
who are Members of thy Body. I. 
alſo, according to thy Command, fory 
mine Enemies, as I deſire to be forgiwt 
that ſo exerciſing myſelf in Real Act 
Mercy and Beneficence, I may be a! 


lower of my Redecmer's Steps here 
Earth, and at laſt, thro' his Merits, inſt 


conſtant Employment of Saints and 
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It els, to praiſe and love God, without 
J Wearineſs and without End. 


3 
F 
i IS 


1 


þ Fir HUMILITY. 


1 : { God, thou art the eternal Source of 


all Perfection, and I only a miſerable 
I Winner; nothing but Duſt and Aſhes, 
N Folly and Vanity. Alas then, what have 
1 glory of? My Body, tho' moulded 
by thy Hand, will ſoon become the Food 
of Worms : Moreover my Soul is, by 
py Folly, polluted with Sin: If I excel 
Health or Strength, in Comelineſs, or 1 
| KTches, all is the Effect of thy Bounty. 

let this Knowledge of myſelf mortity 

| proud and vain Thoughts! Enable me 


V 


y 
lea 


5 bear the Injuries of wicked Men with 
| 1 atience; and the Reproofs of good Men 
1 With Thankfulneſs. Let me never inſult 


er the Sins and Frailties of my Fellow- 
riſtians, but rather compaſſionate their 
bllies, and try to amend them. Inſpire 
e, O Jeſu, with that Humility which 
ou haſt taught by thy Precepts, and by 
own Example, that imitating the State 
thy Humiliation here on Earth, I ma 
take of that exalted State thou delt 
w enjoy at the Right-Hand of God. 


Nen. 


> A 
lere 
ind 


Chal 


| IF 


and 
8 F 2 For 
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glorify thee, I give Thanks to thce | 
holy, holy, holy Lord God — 


For the LOVE f GO D. 11 
Hat ſurpriſing Manifeſtations ha 


I, thy unworthy Creature, receive 
of thy Goodneſs, O Lord! I was create 
after thine: own Image, redeemed by ti 
Sufferings of thy dearly beloved Son, . 
ited by thy Holy Spirit; and have hifi 
all the Means of Salvation afforded mi 
O that I could expreſs thy Excellencics A 
as exalted a Manner as the celeſtial Cho 
of Angels do in their perpetual Conſorts 7 
Praiſe. But tho' I fall ſhort of their F 

vours, yet I will exert my utmoſt Pow 
to proclaim thy Glories. It ſhall ber 
Delight to think on thee; to Jove tl 
with a fervent and unrivalled Paſſion. W 
thee I dedicate my Thoughts, and Worſ 

and Deeds; my only Aim is at tM 
Honour and Glory. I worſhip thee, | 


7 
y 


thy great Glory, for thy great Goodnal 


For Tenderneſs of Heart. 


A Lmighty ghty Lord, who alone canſt mi 
a hard Heart ſoft and relenting; 
give Senſe even to ſuch as are paſt feelin 
ſhew the Power of thy heavenly Grace 
Work 
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working upon my ſtupid and inſenſible 
Heart. Grant me ſuch a Sight of my Sins, 
ch Humiliation of Soul, and Brokenneſs. 
if Spirit, as may fit and prepare me to 
Kartake of thy Mercies, O God, through 
clus Chriſt. Puniſh me not for my pait 
FOfences, by leaving me to commit Sig 
ich Greedineſs ; but make me watchful 
Mer my Ways; continually dreading to 
fend thee, that I may ſo feel the Cuiir 
my Sins here, as to prevent my feelin; 
Wc Puniſhment of them hereatter. 
From Hardneſs of Heart, and Conte? 
ra WW thy Word, and Commandments, good 
ora, deliver me. Deliver me, and 3 
" riſtians, for the Sake of Jeſus Chriit 
"Wy Saviour. Amen. 


We 


. ; 
/ ord 
tt 


"ey D My God, open mine Eyes, that 1 
5 may ſee and feel my Miſery, that I 
X , by ſadly conſider how fooliſhly I have 
ht) lowed the Pleaſures of this Life, and 
& how cold I have been in the Duties of 

ligion, Prayer, Praiſe and Meditation, 


Againſt a flupid Hardneſs ef Heart. 


+ oF} Lord, why does not my Fleth trem- 
o; bor fear of thee? and my very Heart 
feli ak within me? O may thy bleſſed Spirit 


k powerfully upon my Mind and 
3 Conſcience, 
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Conſcience, that I may weep bitterly fu 
my Tranſgreſſions. Come, thou Purifier For 
of our corrupt Nature, as Fire, to con-ſſſy,, 
{fume my Droſs, and enflame my Hear 
with pious Love. May I no more grieve... 
but obey thy holy Motions ; no longafi, 
purſue the Ways that lead to eternal; 
Death. Then may I hope that thou, g 
my God, who haſt graciouſly promiſed 
not to break the bruiſed Reed, nor quend 
the fmoaking Flax, wilt have Pity ff 
me, and ſhew Compaſſion to thy ſorrov 1 
ful, relenting Servant. Lord, hear mi 
Prayers, and let my Cry come unto thc: 


for Chriſt his Sake. Amen. 


For SINCERITY 
Word, who filleſt the World with th 


Preſence ; and before whoſe Eyes oi 
moſt ſecret Sins are naked and ope! 
and who wilt bring every ſecret Thi! 
into Judgment, whether Good or El 
I acknowledge and bewail before the 
that my Heart is deceitful above all Thin 
But, O thou, who trieſt the Heart a 
Reins, make me upright and witho! 
Guile in thy Sight: Search me, O Go 
and try me, and whatever Sin lies ul 


diſcovered in my Soul, help me to ice" 
a 
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End deliver me from it. O may I obey 
dei om the Heart all thy bleſſed Will; and 
got be content to ſeem religious, but to be 
Wl in Deed and in Truth; that ſo my 
ve, Praiſe may be, not of Men, but of God. 
Se $ ſhall I always rejoice in a good Con-“ 
0a Fience, and that Peace of God which 
10 affeth all Underſtanding. 


op For FJ US TIC E. 
3 [ Juſt and Righteous God, who haſt 
m 


commanded me to do Juſtice to all 
* Nen, let thy Grace cleanſe my Heart and 
Wands from Deceit and Fraud, and make 
be in all my Dealings, do as I would be 
pue by, that in Simplicity, and godly Sin- 
rity, I may have my Converſation in the 
ld, I make firm Reſolves this Day, 


L at, by the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, 
dell will no longer heap up Riches unjuſtly, 
n t prefer a little honeſtly got, before 


eat Revenues without Right. 80 that 
y keeping Innocency, and taking heed 79 
pe Thing that is right, I may have Peace 


„cm the World, Peace in my own Breaſt, 
4 d Peace with thee, O juſt God, thro” 
00 ſus Chriſt our Lord. 


＋ 4 For 
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For Grace to employ your Time ell, 


An God, who haſt created n 


to do Good in the World accord 


to my Abilities, give me Grace that 
may ſpend my Time diligently in tf 
Works of my Calling, and wiſely fill vi 
my ſpare Hours in Acts of Religion an 
Charity; by inſtructing the Ignorant, co 
firming the Weak, comforting the Sor 
rowful, and protecting the helpleſs Inn 
cent; that it may be my beloved Wor 
to promote, with my utmoſt Streng 


the Happineſs of all Men. Pity, O Lo 


the eager Lovers of this World, who wear 


their Bodies, and afflict their Minds, i 
gain Honour, Money, or the fading 8 
tisfactions of this Life, (all which Thing 


paſs away like a Shadow.) O convince m 
that my Happineſs is above ; ſtrengthe 
me, that, I may follow thoſe who fol!o 
Chriſt ; ſo ſhall I be number'd among tl 
Children of God, and my Lot be amon 
the Saints. Amen. 


nd Hor. FTI of our Neigbbcur. 


God, who doſt 1 all the God 


do to my Brethren, as done to thy 
felf, grant that I may not give Way ! 


groundle 
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wundleſs Suſpicions and raſh Judgments 
Mcerning my Brother; or bring againſt 
railing Accuſations to gratify my 
een and Paſſion, in order to hurt him 
Perſon or Eſtate; but that I may do | 
i 1 all the kind Offices i in my Power, re- | 
Ne at his Proſperity, and comfort him | 
Nen he is in Miſery, reprove him when | 
| offends, relieve him when poor, viſit 
n when he is ſick; and by my Dil- | 
ſe and Example recover him from the 
Wor of his Way, and by all prudent 
\W:ods ſhe that his Salvation is dear to 
. O Lord, ſince thou haſt been pleaſed 
inſpire my Mind with theſe good 
ſolutions, grant I may be fruitful in all 
d Works, and continue fo till the 
ming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


Fir RESIGNATION. 


LL Calamities befal us by thy wite 
Permiſſion, O God; I do therefore 
mbly ſubmit and acquieſce under thy 
icting Hand, I know that Troubles are 
It to puniſh me for my Sins, and to im— 
ve. my Virtues, My bleſſed Saviour, 
d his Saints who are gone before me, 
ved this Way at the heavenly Jeruſalem. 
ul not therefore murmur and complain, 
1 or 


to ſuccour me in Temptations, and to 
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or break out into paſſionate Expreſſion 
againſt others. But ſince I am chaſtirWM, 
for my Good, O indulgent Father, 
Will be done. Thus will I freely reſi 
up myſelf to thee, and with firm ReſolW” 
devote all my Powers to thy Service, thill 
by ſo doing, I may be reconciled to thi 
my offended God, Take me, I beſeeq; 
thee, into thy Protection here, till by . 
gracious Guidance, I be tranſiated fro"! 
this Valley of Tears, to the Joys of 


heavenly Kingdom. By 
| : Mir 

Wes 

For Increaſe of Grace. hay 


O Lord, I am weak, but thou art mig 

and haſt promiſed to give thy h4if* 
Spirit to them that aſk ; vouchſafe me tl 4 
kind Influences, to cleanſe my poll 
Nature; to comfort me in my Troub e 


fiſt me in all Parts of my Duty, that 
may walk in thy Fear ali my Life long. 
commit my Soul to thy Keeping, O th 
that art Faithful as well as Almigh! 
watch over me, that I be not begull 


by the Deceitfulneſs of Sin; by my Wl . 
Heart, or by my ghoſtly Enemies; © 
mnay faſt, watch, and pray, that I e 
not into Temptation; ſo that wing 


? ED THRCET 
fe of Grace here, I may live the Life of 
ikWory hereafter, 
ll 
(1M 
1? r Watchfulneſs againſt Sin and Tempta- 


11: F1GNS, 
rr n 
* ow many Temptations am 


i lencompaſſed, and with how many 
wal Enemies beſet? Help me, 0 
, or 1 perith ; help me, or I am ruined 
all Eternity. O be thou pleaſed to 
train theſe Aſſaults of my ſpiritual Ene- 
pes, or aſſiſt and bear me up, that they 
Þy not prevail againſt me. Make me 
oh ligent in all my Duties, watchful in all 
MF ptations, that they may never en- 
e Hele me, but rather excite me to a more 
ue ful Reſiſtance againſt the World, the 
ubſheſb, and the Devil; and in all my Con- 
to t, enable me to be more than Con- 
thal<ror ; that ſo having fought a good 
12. , finiſhed my Courſe, and kept the 
wü eich, 1 may have a Crown of Righteouſ- 
jeh a Crown which fadeth not away, 
ein al in the Heavens. 


WH aint Swearing, Lying, and Slandering, 
[ en Rant, O Lord, that I may never uſe 
ng WW 'thy ſacred Name but on ſolemn Oc- 

L FO: caſions, 
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caſions, and then with Reverence 2 
profound Reſpect ; above all, that I ne 
proſtitute it to confirm a Lye. My 
abhor the deteſtable Sin of raifing fil 


Reports of my Neighbour, or belicvi 
them that do, ſuſpending my Judgme 


till I fully know the Matter: That I ri 


der not Evil for Evil, nor Railing for R 
ing, but give Place unto Wrath. O co 
vince my Adverſaries of their Errors; 
{train their Wrath and turn their Hes 
The Son of thy eternal Love was abu: 
the Apoſtles had implacable Enemic 
and can I hope to eſcape? Lord, ſupp 
and defend me under all Slanders, that 
patient Continuance in Well-doing, I n 
obtain Honour and Glory in the Kingdd 
of Heaven. | 


Tf falſe Things are laid ts your Charge. 


Rant, O Lord, that the Injuries 4 
contumelious Uſage, the Calumn 


and Cenſures of Men, who ſpeak and th 


ill of me, may bring me to a modett 1 
lowly Opinion of myſelf! They ſhew hi 
vain a Thing it is to thirſt after the Pri 
of Men, fince Innocence and Goodn 
cannot protect from Slander and Reproac 
I thereſore will be obedient to my Savil 
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bearing and forgiving Injuries, that 
nt b paſſing by the Offences of Men, 1 
bay obtain Forgiveneſs of my own Sins 
Jem God: This 1 beg for Chriſt his 
ke. Amen. 


1 
al, 


yy! 
* 
* 


0 
fal 


Againſt Evil Deeds, 


| D Juſt and Holy God, I have offended 
thy divine Majeſty by violating thy 
jghteous Laws, name the Sin.] With- 
91 Mercy, my Soul and Body are 
ernally undone, I acknowledge my 
ranſgreſſions, and am humbled for 
em: See, Lord, my Eyes bathed in 
ears, and my Heart broken with Con- 
tion. Look on me, Bleſſed Jeſus, 
thou didſt on thy offending Dis- 
le. What is done I cannot recall ; but 
eſolve, by the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace, 
ver more to relapſe into thoſe Crimes 
ow repent of, Fool that I was, for 
W'bort Pleaſure, to forfeit my Inno- 
nce, my Soul, and the Favour of God! 
ſtly might thy Vengeance, O Lord, 
ve cut me off and conſigned me over 
Eternal Puniſhment, but thy Mercy 
th ſpared me. As I am a Monument 
thy Goodneſs, grant I may be an In- 
ument of thy Praiſe as long as I live: 


And 


—— A—•—D22ꝛ2— :: 
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And this I beg for Jene Chriſt his S 
Amen. FE 


Againſt Fi. 


King of Glory, who dwelleſt in 

higheſt Heavens ; who reſiſteſt if 
Proud, but giveſt Grace to the hum bl 
enable me, 0 Lord, to imitute the ni 
comparable Humility of my blefſ-d 820 
our. Drive from my Heart a fcit-ca 
ceited, arrogant, and lofty Temper 
Mind; ſtrike nie with a deep and live 
Senſe of my Wretchedneſs, by reaſon 
my Sins; and make me as humble a 
am wicked. Suffer me not, © God, 
exalt myſelf above M.alure, by truſi 
to my own Righteoviueſs, left J fall ir 
the Condemnation of the Devil. Let! 
the wicked Spirit of Fride rule in 
Heart, but mortify in me all 1 
and make me truly thankful to thee | 
the Good 1 do, aud humbled under 
conſtant Senſe of my own Sin, Mite 
and Weakneſs; that thus devaſing n 
ſelf here, Im at laſt receive Hono 
when thou fhal! crown thy humble & 
vants in tis Kingdom of Glory. 


„Ad 
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" * Againſt immoderate Anger. 

} Thou God of infinite Mercy and 

F Forbearance, who art flow to An- 
UW, patrent and /ong-ſuffering ; I earneſtly 
Wo of thee to endue me with Patience 
Wd Forbearance. Shew me, O Lord, 
bl: at unruly Paſſion is the Effect of Pride 
1d Haughtineſs, and the Mark of a weak 
"Mind. Enable me, by thy Grace, to put 
CO all Anger, Malice, Strife, and put 
"" Wl Bowels of Mercy, Kindneſs, forbear- 
we and forgiving our Neighbour. Help 
ou to turn my Anger againſt my un- 
- «My Luſts and Paſſions, then ſhall Peace 
d. Wd Sedateneſs of Mind be the bliſsful 
me mper of my Soul on Earth; and theſe, 
| Wough the Merits of Chriſt, ſhall at laſt 
et Ifvance me to thoſe eternal Regions, 
nere is not the leaſt Diſturbance or Diſ- 
120Wnpoſure of Spirit. 1 


— 
— 


C1 

ider Fer Purity. | 

lie Holy and bleſſed Spirit, who haſt 
g m called us not to unclcannels, but 


onolto Holineſs, be graciouſly pleaſed to 
le fer into my Heart, and dwell there; 
d conlecrate my Body into a Temple 
thyſelt. Thou art a pure Spirit, and 

t not enter into a Soul enſlaved to Sin; 
kindle 


112 Dans. 


kindle therefore in my Heart a Love 
Purity, and burn up all my Laſts. ! 
know that the giving Way to vile 4 
fections will bring Pains and Diſeaſes Mat 
my Body ; Shame and Diſhonour on W 
Soul; and, at laſt, the Miſeries of a 
Eternity on both. Guide me there 
with thy holy Inſpirations, that I ma 
ſtifle and ſuppreſs all evil Thoughts a 
Defires, and not indulge filthy Fancit 
or uſe obſcene Diſcourſe to offend ch 
Ears, or corrupt my Neighbours Mos 
as knowing that I muſt give a ſtrict 4 
count of all ſuch Words at the laſt D 
Enable me therefore, O holy Spirit, 
keep both Body and Soul chaſte and u 
defiled, that thou mayſt be my Gui 
the holy Angels my Guardians, and Per 
of Mind my Comfort; that thus bei 
pure in Heart, I may be bleſſed, ani 
God. 


Fer TE MPE RAN CE. 


Thou bountiful Giver of all Thie 

who haſt provided plentifully for a 
give me Grace to uſe thy Creatures ſobt 
ly and temperatelv, that I may not, | 
brute Beaſts, contrive only how to {| 
tify my ſenſual Appetites; for then 
my Spirits be unfit for the Performat 
1 
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my Duty, my Affections unholy, and 

Body healthleſs; but grant that I 
Wy uſe thy good Creatures with Mo- 
0 Nation, and Thankfulneſs, to the Re- 

Wing of my Body; and fo et and 
Ik here, that I may be thought worthy 
e be admitted to the eternal Supper of 


mW Lamb hereafter, 


For Heavenly Mindedneſs, 


Wy thee, O Lord, alone, can my Heart 
5 find the Reſt and Comfort, which the 
ele World beſide cannot give. But 
DHappy I! the Things of this Life have 
it, Nerto poſſeſſed my Thoughts till I 
1 Mc grown cold in my Love to thee, O 
u and the ſweet raviſhing Pleaſures 
peieligion, which are moſt worthy of 
bet Love. How juſtly, O Lord, mighteſt 
n leave me to inherit my dull unhappy 
Dice, and ſhut me out of that heavenly 
dom, which I have neglected for 
Pake of a preſent fleeting Enjoyment, 
hin © Father of Mercies, forgive the 
\r ol Defects of my Love to thee ; ſhew 
ſob {0 much of the great and glorious 
t, Nes of the other Life, as may deaden 
Affections to this preſent World, and 
them up to the Joys above, where 
malt fitteth at the Right-Hand of God. 

For 
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[| if Fer Reſolution and Conſtancy in Well-dii 
| | Lord and my God, who by i 
| Light of thy glorious Goſpel Ii 
| ſhewed me the Way to Life and 
| vation; be pleaſed to give me Courage 

walk in it, and to own thy preci 
Truths in the Midſt of an adulterou . 
ſinful Generation. That being rooted 
grounded in Love, 1 may never prove ſi 
and unfaithful, or grow weary in W. 
doing. May I never forget that 1 i 
bought with no leſs a Price than 
precious Blood of thy dear Son; how! 
J was early dedicated to thy Servi 
and have had all Helps and NM. 
afforded me of growing in Grace. L 
as thou haſt begun to ſhew Mercy to 
poor Servant, leave me not, nor for! 
me, but eſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle! 
that at laſt I may receive the glot 
Conſummation of all my Hopes, and 
bleſſed End of my Faith, the eternal 
vation of my Soul. Amen. 


For Zeal in Devotion. 


JOW vile and ungrateful am J, 
14 can think of God's amazing 
cies without being deeply affected 
them! Deliver me, O Lord, from 
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of Sin, and give me a devout, lively, 
active Spirit in my Devotions, that 
cold carthly Deſires may riſe up to 
en in Fervors anſwerable to my 
O touch my Heart with deep 

Itrition, and humble my Soul with 
godly Fear which becomes thy awful 


Angels, thoſe bright and excellent 
Wits, fall down and worſhip before thy 
tone, how fit and reaſonable is it, 
I, finful Duſt and Aſhes, ſhould 
War before thee with Reverence and 
Fear? Woe is me, that my Heart 
hard, as not to be broken with the 
O bleſſed Spirit, 
whom every good Gift cometh, 
W who didſt in an Inſtant make of a 
le Fiſherman a zealous Apoſtle, and 
perſecuting Paul a choſen Veſſel, to 
Ich the Doctrine of Salvation to the 
es, ſtrike my flinty Heart, that the 
ers of godly Sorrow may flow forth. 
in by praying conſtantly and fervently 
hee here, I ſhall hereafter join with | 
blefled Angels, who ſing eternal 
elujahs to the Lamb for evermore. 


ors of the Lord. 
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For Contentiment and Patience, yi 


Rn. art thou, O Lord, and 
are thy judgments; but thy ]u 
ments are like the great Deep, not tw 
fathomed by buman Underſtanding. 1 
Events of this Life, I know, are ord 
by thy unerring Providence. I moſt ku 
bly entreat thee, therefore, to give 
Wiſdom from above, that I may 
the moſt entire Reſignation ſubmit toi 
heavenly Will. If Troubles ſhall be 
me, they will fall, I muſt forrowil 
own, on the Head of a wretched Sinn 
O grant they may be in Mercy to 
poor Servant, Lord, increaſe my | 
tience in Proportion to my Sufferings, ! 
I may with unwearied Diligence go 
doing my Duty, and at laſt obtain 
Crown prepared for humble, patient“ 
ferers, through Chriſt Jeſus, Amen. 


Fer Pardon after a Relapſe into Sin 
O Juſt and holy God, how ſhall 1 


ſume to appear before thee, ag! 
whom I have ſo greatly and fo dari 
ſinned! Wretch that I am! I have! 
only reſiſted the cleareſt Light and C 
viction, but trampled on the richeſt Gr 
and Love. And now I have no Re: 
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expect the Pardon I ſue for. Vet, O 
wciful Father, thou haſt promiſed to 
ie and abundantly pardon, even the 
Wtcſt Offender, who ſincerely turns to 
. Merciful Saviour! who cameſt 
che World to ſave loſt Souls, ſhew 
Power and thy Pity upon me in this 
Wu! Condition. To thy Mercy it is 
ing that I am hitherto ſpared ; but I 
bly beg thy Forbearance this once 
ſc. O be favourable to thy penitent 
Want, who turns to thee, bewailing his 
Wnccs with as great Bitterneſs as ever 
Committed them with Delight. Here 
proſtrate before thee, and once more 

w my Vows of Obedience to honour, 


and ſerve thee, my gracious God, 
ng as my Life ſhall laſt: That thy 
ce may ſtrengthen theſe Reſolutions 
hy Soul, I humbly beg, not for any 
u. Wit in me, but for the Werle 2 
. on, and for the Sake of thy 
er Mercies in Jeſus Chriſt, Auen. 


. MepitaTions and PRAYERs AH 
* Four laſt Things, viz. Dei 
Judgment, Heaven, Hell. 


— 
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Firſt Meditation. On DE aTu 


EATH! the very Thought ft 
me with Horror and AmazenM 
but alas! the firſt temporal Death i: C 
thing, if compared with the ſecond: 
nal one, which muſt be the ſad Sti 
all who die in their Sins. ; 
Did Death, which is the End «8 
Things here, put a Period to our Be 
it would be ſo far from being dreadt 
the Impenitent, that they would rt 
at it, as being that which would n 
them from what they dreadfully | 
the ſuffering eternal Puniſhment for! 
grievous Sins and Provocations in 
Life; but this is the tormenting Thol 
that Death preſently brings us un! 
State, which ſhall never, never ha 
End; Oh! how terrible muſt this! 
a Perſon unprepared for this ſurpt 
3 Cha 
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inge! Why then do I ſtrive to add 
4 Sic to Houſe, and Field to Field, as 
were to dwell here for ever? No, 
Death will ſoon cloſe my Eyes, and 
ive me of every earthly Satisfaction. 
Þoy they who [ſend their Riches and 
dds before-hand into the other World, 
Acts of Piety and Charity; for they 
receive the Rewards of them in a 
er Life. Have you never ſeen a 
hbour die? Do you not remember 
ſad and mournful was the Scene? 
end upon it, that in a little Time 
[Caſe will be your own; and you are 
ſure, but it may be in a Vear, a 
th; nay, this very Hour. Was you 
viſited with a Fit of IIlneſs? Re- 
ber the Thoughts you had upon a 
Bed? What Reſolutions, what Vows 
etter Obedience did you then make ? 
earneſtly did you pray that God 
d be pleaſed to grant you a longer 
tinuance upon Earth! How fully 
you purpoſe to correct your Paſſions, 
ſtrive againſt the Sins to which you 
: ſtrongly inclined ; and which there- 
particularly endangered your Salva» 
O Death, how bitter is the Re- 


Sinner's 


The bitter Agonies of the guilty 
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abramce of thee to an impenitent Sin- 
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Sinner's Mind give him more exquſ 
Torments, than the ſevereſt Pains of 
Diſeaſe; and he feels ſome Torture 
Hell even here on Earth : But with 
godly Perſon it is not ſo. Death n 
at firſt, look ſomewhat frightful, it 
ing a violent Separation of old Fri 
Soul and Body; but the good Man hay 
lived piouſly in Expectation of Dq 
has a delightful Proſpe& beyond WM 
Grave, even of immortal Life and 6 
he looks back with Pleaſure on 
Dangers he has happily eſcaped, and iſ 
bimielf on a ſudden ſurrounded with 
unknown Plezures and Delights. 
this Moment, for aught 1 know, dept 
a happy Eternity: O then may 1 ſo n 
ber my Days as to apply my :Heart | 
Wiſdom! My Houſe, my Farm, 
Plantations, have hitherto took of 
Mind from providing for Death. 
all theſe Poſſeſſions muſt be left; 
ſhall I wring my Hands and ſay, 0 
I could live my Life over again, 
would I count Godlineſs the * 
Gain, and love God's Commandm 
more than Gold, yea than much 
Gold. 1 reſolve therefore, God it 
my Helper, frequently to meditate 
Death, and to act now, as!1 — 


* 
Has 
With 
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had ated, when I come to die. Then 
Ian I be always prepared ; and when I 
Wiſe to live with Men, I ſhall dwell 
ith God, and converſe with Saints and 
gels in the Kingdom of Heaven. 


| 
2 


t | 
Wo The P RAT ER; 
WT O LY Jeſu! Lord of Life and Glory, 
ho by thy Death haſt overcome 
d ech, make me often think on my 
ter End, that when J lie on my Death- 
d, I may look back with Comfort on 
| well ſpent Life, and with an Eye of 
ch behold a bright Proſpect of im- 
rtal Glory before re: That as 
ength decays, my Faith and How 
y become more vigorous and ſtrong. 
is it, Lord, that Men, who live in 
tinual Hazard of dying, ſhould yet 
an themſelves with ſuch careleſs 
* Wrurity, as if they were to live for ever? 
on one Hour may depend their Hap- 
els, or Miſery to Eternity, and yet 
y ſquander away their Days and Years 
olly and Vanity. Towards their latter 
all their worldly Purſuits, their 
nours, their Riches, and Pleaſures, will 
d Far as a Dream; then will they with 
ata y had been as careful for the Concerns 
_ n immortal State, as for the vain tran- 
G ſitory 


again into it's proper Body ; and be jud 


People, high and low, rich and poor, i 
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ſitory Concerns of this World. Gr; 
Lord, that I may live in ſuch a prepay 
State of Soul, as that I ſhall not be aft | 
to die; that when Death comes, I 
lift up my Head with Joy, and feel wi 
in me longing Deſires to be with th 
my dear Saviour, with Angels, and 8 
rified Saints in thy Father's King 
Amen. Amen, 


The Second Meditation. On Jup o 


Fter we have paſſed through the GY 

of Death, we (hall be ſwiftly car 
away to the Regions of departed Spi 
there to be reſerved unto the Judgm 
of the great Day. Nor is this All, 
dwell for a Time in a State of de 
ration ; another Day will quickly cal 
a Day of publick Accounts, and Rell 
tion of all Things; when the Arch-Ai 
ſhall ſound his Trumpet, and proci 
aloud this univerſal Summons, * A 
« ye Dead, and come to Judgmi 
« ariſe, and appear before the Ih. 


* of God.” Then ſhall every Soul c 


for the Things done in the 5 
whether they be good or bad. 


the Days "of Adam to the very Enl 
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e World, ſhall be gathered together from 
ery Corner of the Earth; there all 


Buſt ſtand before the Judgment-Scat of 
Wriſt, and wait for their Doom! But, oh! 
With how diffcrent Expectations ! 

he Juſt ſhall look up with Joy, and 
0 Bd in the Garments of Salvation, ſhall 
jumphantly ting; Let us rejoice, for 
now our Redemption draweth nigh: 


EK Behold, Chtiſt cometh in the Clouds 


of Heaven, and his Reward 1s with 


him. Come; Lord Jeſu, thou long 
Deſire of our Hearts ; come quickly, 
chou full Delight of our Souls; come 
and ſatisfy us with thy Mercy, that we 
may rejoice before thee all the Days of 
Eternity.“ Look yonder, O ye Righ- 


dus, where he comes, high in Power 
d Majeſty, attended with Thouſands 
his holy Angels, who thall divide his 
eep from the Goats, aud place them 
his Right-hangd, I behold, methinks, 
> Righteous riſing with Joy and Exul- 
ion in their Faces, as knowing that the 
ward of all their pious Labours draweth 
r. Ithear, methinks, the deciſive Sen- 
ce of their eternal Happineſs pronoun- 
„ Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, poſſeſs 
Kingdom prepared for you from the 
ginning of the World. O the .unutter- 
G 2 able 


is Nr. 


able Joys their Souls ſhall feel, wh 
theſe heavenly Words ſhall ſound in tht 1 
Ears! Joys, which the Thoughts of MIi 
cannot conceive ; Joys, which the Tongu 
of Angels cannot expreſs! The Redeem 
of the Lord receive this Sentence wit 
tranſporting Thanks and Hallelujahs, 2 c r/ 
will be amazed at the Greatneſs of the 
Salvation, ſo far beyond all that they d 
pected, or deſerved. Muſt not the GraffWei 
of God be exceeding abundant towarMoic 
them in rewarding their poor Services wi 
an exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory | 
Bleſſed be the God and Father of offfic 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for begetting us ag 
to this lively Hope, by the Reſurrectc 
of Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead. | 
But now I turn my Eyes and fee, nl 
thinks, the Ungodly riſing laſt, ſhak 
and trembling at their approaching Doo 
O with what dejected Eyes, and tremb! 
Hearts do they ſtand, expecting tt 
Judge! what ſhall they do, when, whe 
ever they look, they behold nothing! 
black Deſpair ? Above, the juſtly offene 
Judge ready to condemn them: Bela 
Hell gaping to devour them. In ! 
Day a Book will be opened, and en 
one's Accuſation read, Mens Conſcien 
at the ſame Time bearing Witneſs, * 


| | 4 
Hud 
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. Leußag them in that fearful Judgment! 
liſcrable and loſt Souls! what ſhall they 
$80, when the terrible Voice of their 
Wudze ſhall ſtrike them ſuddenly down 
che Bottom of Hell, with, Go, ye 
ed, into everlaſting Fire, prepared for 
e Devil and bis Angels! Once they 
ad a Day of Grace, but they hardened 
aF{Wcic Hearts, and would not hear the 
u oice of Gop mercifully calling them 
ui Amendment of Life. And now this 
{8 God's Day, when he ſhall ſpeak in 
error, and puniſh ungodly Men for 
ag ic evil Deeds. Then ſhall they ſuffer 
Me Vengeance of eternal Fire, and live 
Torments which will be without In- 
 nfmiſſion, without End! O my Soul, 
ako art now taught theſe dreadful 
)ooWuths, as Things afar off, know, thou 
1b! then be preſent, and ſee them with 
ihne Eyes, and be thyſelf concerned. 
vheWink now, O careleſs Sinner, what you 
ng 21d then give, if you had repented in 
fendW2e. Therefore repent and be con- 
BeloWted, that your Sins may be blotted 
ni. Watch and pray, that you may 
eig in the Peace of God, and live with 
ſcien e to all Eternity. 
s,! 
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Bleſſed Saviour, thou moſt worth 

Judge eternal, fit and prepare mh 
for the laſt Great Day: Cauſe me ſo if. 
fectually to think on it at preſent, as thi 
I may not dread it's Terrors hercaftet 
but be juſtified by thy Sentence, a 
cleared when I am judged. O that ni 
Heart may paſs that true Judgment q 
it's State and Condition in this World 
which thou, O bleſſed Redeemer, wil 
paſs on it in the other; and if I tl 


my Conſcience condemn me, grant I m 
eſcape that Condemnation by a fpce 
Repentance ; and always live as if I he: 
that Summons in my Ears, Ariſe, ye Dea 
and come to fudgment! Quicken me, 
Lord, that I may daily prepare for t 
important Time, expect it with Hop 
meet it with humble Affurance, and 
length, through the Merits of Jefus Chr 
my only Saviour and Advocate, Im 
riſe from this World of Miſery, to a Pat 
diſe of endlefs Bliſs; where I thall hve 
ever in God's Preſence, and where I! 


praiſe my God, to all Eternity. 
4 
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# Third Meditation, On HEAVEN. 


AFTER good Men ſhall, at the End 
> of the World, have been tried, and 
Nen an Acconnt of themſelves, before 
e Judge of Mankind, our Lord and 
Hriour Jeſus Chriſt, and been found 
"Worthy by him to be made eternally hap- 
5 : All ſuch (hall then accordingly bs 
"i Pited to take Poſſeſfion of the Kingdom 
Heaven, in thoſe moſt gracious Words, 
We, ye 22 of the Father, inberit tbe 
tIngdom prepared for you from the Foun- 
Vion of the World, Matt. xxv. 34. 
e pious Soul will be ever expreſſing 
ardent Breathings aſter Heaven, in 

> Language of the devout Pſalmiſt, 
ord, J have loved the Habitation of 
„y Houſe, and the Place where thine 
7,8 onour dwelleth!' O joyful Scat, O 
lightful Palace, of the maſh high Cop. 
by happy Privilege of a bleſſed Imorta- 
E When ſhall I inherit everlaſting. 
p Wc? That Life, which feels no Sorrow, 
ich languiſhes under no Pain, is ruffled 

th no Paſſion, And lies at the Mercy 
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no Accidents. In Heaven will be 
furious Enemies to aſſault us, no 
Th mptations to ſeduce us; but we ſhall 
out of the reach of all Evils, for ever 

| G 4 and 


into the Knowledge of his own myſte 
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and ever. There we ſhall ſee God Fil Ane 


zo Face, and join in Conſort with th 
bleſſed Angels, ſinging the Songs of Sin 
without ceaſing. There alone it is, tie. 
we find, what will anſwer our utmal 'F 
Wiſhes. If we are pleaſed with Beauty; 
ere the Righteous ſhine forth as Myrt. 
Sun. If Length of Days be our Hear'if 
Defire, there is an immortal Duratiuſk 
for the Juſt ſhall live for ever. If mi 
ſical Entertainments delight us, then 
the Angels never ceaſe their melodiou; 
Praiſes. If Wiſdom be an Excellenal 
you long for, the moſt wiſe God ſhall 
then unlock his Treaſures, and let yah 


* 1 
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rious Nature. It Honour and Riche 
are alluring in your Eyes, be it remen 
bered, that in the World above, Golf 
will make his faithful Servants Rule 
over many Things. If a ſecure Conti 
nuance of all theſe Bleſſings be our D 
fire, we are aſſured that no Part of ou 
Happineſs ſhall ever be taken awaß 
Conſider further, O pious Chriſtian, th 
thy Father and Mother, thy Childre! 
and Friends, who are as dear to thee 
thy own Soul, may enjoy the ſame Ha! 
pineſs, provided they live ſoberly, rig 
teoully and godly in this preſent wy 
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and this will double thy Joy, becauſe 
da would be as glad for their Sakes, 
"Jas for your own. Think then, what Re- 
ti Jocings will be in Heaven, where Angels 
ld Saints, and all our dear Friends that 
ve departed hence in the Lord, will 
iWrtake of this Happineſs, and all moſt 
nt Wrvently love one another. 
zo I cannot, either in Words or Thoughts, 
nuWſcribe the Felicity and Excellence of 
1Wat State, which is prepared for the 
100 ithful in the other World. Gracious 
nod, deny me what thou wilt of this 
naWrth, give me but an Inheritance in 
yol-aven. O my Soul, is ſuch a glorious 
yſehngdom ſet before thee, and wilt thou 
chat preſs forward towards ſo glorious a 
cnize? Is this Heaven prepared for all 
Got faithful Servants of Chriſt, and doſt 
ulWn ſtupidly negle& it? Does not fo 
Ih an Inheritance ſtir thee up to make 
De Ih Calling ſure? How unworthy art 
Wu of eternal Life, who will not ſtrive 
waz obtain it? O my Soul, ſet before thy 
Nes thoſe bright patterns of Heavenly- 
ireWadedneſs which the primitive Saints 
ec Ne {et you. Theſe good Men deſpiſed 
Ha Pleafurcs of Senſe, and kept their 
ris/Warts intent upon eternal Joys. Theſe 
ori + G 5 | Were 
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were their Hope, their Delight, and oufthe 
Longings of their Souls. For 


' 
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O Almighty and moſt merciful Lo 

God. who didſt tend thy dear Soft 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt into the Worlſ 
to be made Man, that by ſhedding of 
moſt precious Blood upon the Croſs, 
might atone for the Sins of Mankind, a 
purchaſe eternal Salvation in Heaven 5 
us, grant that I may never forfeit th 
ineſtimable Bleſſing by leading a viciof 
and ungodly Life; but may daily endif 
vour, by the Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spit 
to live ſo ſoberly, righteouſly and god 
in this preſent World, as may ſecure ti 
Favour to me, ſo long as thou ſhalt co 
tinue me in this mortal State; that 
when thou ſhalt pleaſe in thy wiſe a 
good Providence, to put an End to! 
Being here, I may be prepared fort 
happy, glorious and immortal One, whi 
1s above with thee in Heaven, where In 
with thy holy Angels and Saints, fi 
ahy- Praiſes to all Eternity, Grant th 


© Heavenly Father, I moſt humbly 
ſeech thee, for thine own infinite Cl ad 
paſſions Sake, and the infinite Meri" 

c 


wy dear Saviour, to whom with thee “ 


| 
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thc Holy Ghoſt, be all Glory and Honour 
or ever and ever. Amen. 


f Fourth Meditation, On HELL. 


AM HE holy Scriptures aſſure us, that 
the Diſobedient and Rebellious, the 
{Water of God and Deſpiſers of Goodneſs, 
aſt be turned into Hell. This, O my 
Poul, is the dolcful Abode of the Fearful 
ud Unbelieving, of the Proud and An- 
. Malicious and Revengeful; Qua- 

ies, which render theſe wretched 
ofoners fit Company for Devils and re- 
Wobate Sinners, Here Whoremongers 
riſes Adulterers, Drunkards and profane 
wearers are ſentenced to weeprng, al- 
and gnaſhing of Teeth, O could you 
> them in the midſt of the Flames; 
at Wvld you hear them cry out in the midſt 
their Torments ; how would you fear 
o oft follow them in their Sins? How would 
ta firive againſt the Temptations of 


h ur ghoſtly Enemies, and try to flee 
In en the Wrath to come. The Conſidera- 
| ("2 of what the Righteous enjoy, and 
t at themſelves might have enjoyed, had 
ly not been their own Fault, is a great 
Co dition to their Miſery; that there 
its Puld be a Heaven which they cannot 
ee er into; that there thould be a God, 


G 6 


whole 


the Company of their Bleſſed Saviow 


falling into the Hands of the Living Gui 
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whoſe bliſsful Sight they muſt be exclude 
from; that they ſhall be ſeparated fron 


* 
1 


to 
Dil 
from the goodly Fellowſhip of the Profil 
phets and Apoſtles, from the nov 
Army of Saints, Martyrs, and Confeſſor 
and all the bleſſed Society which help | 
make up the Happincſs of Heaven; wh 
a tormenting Thought is this! MoreovaM 
*tis certain, Sinners will ſuffer in the 
Souls and Bodies. To ſhew their Mit [ 
ries is more than I am able, The Sci 
tures deſcribe the Torments of the Wick 
ed, by all the Circumſtances of Ghaſil 
neſs and Horror; by every Thing that of 
frightful to the Senſes, and terrible to tht 
Imagination! Stiling them ewverl/a/tm 
Burnings ; the Worm that never dies!“ 


The being caſt into outer Darkneſs, where! 
weeping, wailing, and gnaſbing of Tell 
This is ſome Part of the Account wie 
the Word of God gives of the Sinne 
Portion in a future State; and how dread 
ful, how amazing is it! Both Body a 
Soul, and all the Faculties of them, {hi 
be tormented. The Body ſhall ſuffe 
becauſe it had a Share in the Sins til 
occaſioned theſe Sorrows. Now, if ti 


burning of a Fever, if the Pains of f 
Otol 
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one or Cholick, or any other acute 

iſeaſe, be ſo grievous to be born, as 
. know they are! how terrible muſt it 
to be caſt into « Lake of Fire, which 
Breath of the Lord, as a Stream of 
r8rim/tone, dotb kindle, But the moſt 
nazing Circumſtance of all, is, that the 
# 1 Torments of the Damned will be endleſs 
Md unchangeable, without the leaſt Re- 
{ite or Intermiſſion. They, that is the 
ie amned, have no Reſt, ſays St. John, 
rifWay or Night, but ſhall be tormented, 
a ver and Ever! For Ever and Ever! 
iy ga moſt frightful Conſideration, O. 
feadful Word, For Ever, when ten 
Wouland Times ten thouſand Ages are 
Wt and gone, their Miſery will be the 
e, where their Worm never dieth, and 
Fire ſhall never be quenched. Tis 
ernity which tinctures the Sinners 
dom with the deepeſt Blackneſs ; — — 
is this that conſummates the Torments 
Hell, and makes Damnation of all 
uings molt to be dreaded. If this State 
by feem dreadful in the Deſcription, how 
Ich more dreadful will it be in Reality? 
nave not repreſented thee Torments 


0 
* 


s the terrible than what they really are, 
if ll may we then cry out, O curſed Sin, 
of HMeſe ſhort-lived Pleaſures, and momen- 


tary 


Inſtead of purſuing criminal Pleaſur 
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tary Delights are purchaſed at the den ge 
Rate of never-ceaſing Woes! In Helly. 
Darkneſs fills both the Place and Mindy 
of thoſe that are baniſhed from God: ty 
Preſence; Blackneſs of Darknets for ee fee 
fills the Place; Blackneſs of Guilt, Hod 
1or, and Deſpair. and 

Oh, ſays the condemned Sinner, thifg,, 
J had not given Way to the Spirit Mitt 


Luſt and Uncleannefs, of Luxury an 


| x No 
Wantonneſs, which betrayed me ihn 
innumerable Miſcarriages in my Lit]: 


Fo 


Oh, that I had not followed the DictatW,1 
of Malice and Revenge! Oh! that Iv 
never defiled my Lips with proſa 
Swearing, Curſing, and Blaſphemy ! Oi 
that I had never been unmerciful or ul 
charitable ! that I had never injured « 
oppreſſed the Poor, but had relieved thi 
Neceſlities, and made them Partakers WM 
my Abundance! Had I done this, 


made the Salvation of my Soul my Cz 
and Study, I might (inſtead of bel 
tormented in theſe Flames) have been 
yonder bright and glorious Manſio 
ſinging Praiſes and Hallelujahs among 
blefled Saints, and with them commu 
cating in thoſe unſpeakable Pleaſut 

which are ever to be felt in the Preſe 


4 


0 
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ad Enjoyment of God and his Chriſt: 


ot from thence I am eternally baniſhed. 

As the Tree falls ſo ſhall it lie; and O 
Ty Soul, how many Thoufands have 
een ſurpriſed in the Midſt of their Sins, 
ind hurried away to everlaſting Sorrows ? 
md I, alas! how many Times have I 
\fnned againſt Heaven? and yet my God 
ch ſpared me hitherto, according to the 
SW oltitude of his Mercies. No other Rea- 
n can I give, why 1 am not eternally 
, Wiſcrable, but that thou, Lord, art mer- 
au]. 

When therefore I am next tempted to 
Smmit any Sin, I will ſay to my Soul, 
O can F do this great Wickedneſs, and 
againſt God, provoking his infinite 
ſtice and almighty. Power to punith 
E? O Lord moſt holy! Who can dwell 
th everlaſting Burnings ! O ſweet Jeſus, 


„Au moſt worthy Judge eternal, let me 
(v'Wrer fall into the bitter Pains of eternal 
ech! 

bel 

cn | 
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ng 


muß Eternal and moſt gracious Father, 
-alv who haſt declared in thy holy Word, 


reſeſt thou deſireſt not the Death of a Sin- 
ner, 


from thy Wrath, and from everl.ltlM 
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ner, but that he ſhould rather turn fronjþ4 
his Sins and be ſaved; and for that En 
haſt encouraged us to come boldly tf 
the Throne of Grace, that we may fin 
Mercy in the Time of Need : O do tha 
vouchſafe to hear the Prayers and Crit 
of me thy ſinful Creature, who do mo 
earneſtly implore thy Mercy in the PA 
don of all my Sins for the Sake of tif 
dear Son, and my Redeemer, Jeſus Chr 
who ſuffered and died once a molt bi 
ter Death upon the Croſs, that we mig 
not die and ſuffer eternally, Au 
Amen. N 
O God, the Father of Heaven, ha 


Mercy upon me a miſerable Sinner, 1 


Damnation, Good Lord deliver mc. [| 
Grant, O God, that, Knowing i 
Terrors of the Lord, I may effectually 
perſuaded to break off my Sins ; for 
a fearful Thins to fall into the Ha 
of the living God, who is a conſuni 

Fire to all the Werkers of Ingquity. W 
the Aſſiſtance of thy heavenly Gra | 
I reſolve this Day, G Lord, and allt 
Days of my Life, to live as becon 
one that has Eternity in View ; TI 
when my periſhing Body ſhall crum 
into Duſt, my Soul may be received i 


AY 


\ 
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rabham's Boſom: And that at the 
{general Reſurrection in the laſt Day, 
hen Soul and Body ſhall be reunited, 
a may be acceptable in thy Sight, through 
ode alone Merits and Interceſſion of our 
rd and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


10 
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Bleſſed Sacraments 


0 


1 you are deſirous to know how many Sacramaſ 
Chriſt hath ordained in his Church; the Ang 
is plain: Tivo only, as generally neceflary to Sal 
8. F That is to ſay, Baptiſm, and the Supper f 

ord, 


Of BAPTISM. 


The Sacrament of Baptiſm was inſtituted by 
Saviour in the New Teſtament in the room of . 
cumciſion; and it is the appointed Way of ent! 
into Covenant with God, of becoming a Mem 
of Chriſt, and an Inheritor of the Kingdom of H 
ven. And without being baptized, you have 
Right to the other Sacrament, of the Lord's Suj) 
But becauſe ſome weak, miſguided Perſons, til 
that Infant Baptiſm is not true Baptiſm, I ſhall f 
very briefly what Proofs we have for Infant-b 
tum. 

1. All Children are conceived and born in 
hence ariſes the Neceſſity of their being waſhe 
the Laver of Regeneration; and of being the! 
made the Children of Grace, which cannot i 
ordinary Way be effected, but by Baptiſm. 

2. Our Saviour commanded little Children to 
brought unto him, and took them up in his A! 
and bleſſed them. Moreover, they were adn 


| SACRAMENT. 139 


DM the Church of God under the Old Tettaments 
dure they ought not to be put in a worſe Con- 
hon under the Goſpel, Who then can forbid 
ter, that they ſhould not be baptized *? 
The Jews admitted into their Church, Children 
ell as Adult Perſons, by Circumciſion. Tho' by 
ſon of their tender Age, they could not expreſs 
Ir Belief of the Law, nor promiſe Obedience 
it. And therefore, the Apoſtles of our Lord 
Saviour, who were ſent to make Proſelytes to 
Wiitianity, could not debar Childien whom the 
os admitted, unleſs our Saviour had expreſsly 
{Widden it. 
gain, the Practice of baptizing Infants appears 
me Chriſtian Church, from the Uſage of the 
poltles; who baptized whole Families; Lydia and 
Houſhold. As xvi. 15. The Jailor, and all 
P Houſe, Hels xvi. 33. And the Houſhold of 
Nanas. 1 Cor. i. 16. Nor is it at all reaſonable 
uppoſe, that there was no Child, or Infant, in 
theſe Houſholds. Beſides, after St. Peter had 


mein the following Exhortation to the Jews, As ii. 
len Repent and 5 baptized every one of you, in the 
f fe of Jeſus Chri/t, for the Remiſſion of Sins, he 
e WF the following very remarkable Words: For 
BP romiſe is unto you, and to your Children. And 


put this Matter paſt all Doubt, we know, that 
aptize Infants has been the Practice of the Chri- 
Cturch in all Places, and in all Ages. And it 
| continued in the Church for above ſeventeen 
ired Years: So that if Infant-Baptiſm be not 
Baptiſm, there has been no true Church fince 
Saviour's Days. | 
ut it appeais from the Word of God, from 
| Reaſon, and from the Judgment and Practice 
he univerſal] Church; that Infants may, and 
t to be baptized ; that the Church of Chriſt has 
right in baptizing them ; that our Church —_ 
| we 
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well in baptizing them; and that in this, as wel 
other Matters, ſhe continues in the true Faith, |) 
trine, and Practice of the Apoſtles. 
It is needleſs, I hope, to anſwer every Objeai 
to this Practice. However, I will anſwer the M 
one, which is drawn from a Miſtake of our v 
out's Words, Matth. XXviii. 12. G's, and trad 
Nations, baptizing them. Teaching being put be 
baptizing, they think Perſons ought to be tay 
before they are baptized. But the Order of N 
is no Rule for the Order of Things. Beſides, « 
ſerve, I pray, that what we tranſlate, Teach a- 
tions, is in the Original, Diſciple, or make M 
ples, as has been fully proved by learned Men, 
requeſt all who were baptized in their Infancy, 
pray for their miſtaken Brethren, that God w6 
pleaſe to bring into the Way of Truth all ſuc 
have erred, and are deceived; that as we have! 
one Lord, and one Faith, ſo we may have but 
Baptiſm. This is added for the Inſtruction of | 
as live Jike Heathens without Baptiſm, | 


Of CONFIRMATION. 


This naturally follows next in Order, and | 
purſuance of the great Vow we made at our li 
tiſm. The Practice of Confirmation is as anct 
as the Days of the Apoſtles : St. Paul laid his Ha 
on the baptized at Epheſus, and confirmed thi 
Aces xix. 6. Though the Samaritans had been © 
verted and baptized by be the Deacon, the) 
not receive the Holy Ghoſt, till St. Peter and 
John had confirmed them. Acts viii. 14. Tertul 
who lived in the ſecond Century, ſays, that 
laid en Hands after Baptiſm, to invite the Holy G 
St. Cyprian has theſe Words, Upon thoſe who # 
been baptized in the Church, the Holy Ghofl is invu 
and poured out, Prayer being made over them, 


— — 
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l laid upon them. It is an Apoſtolical Rite, 
therefore with very good Reaſon practiſed in the 
ch of England, which has a juſt Veneration for 
ancient and good Cuſtoms : Moreover Calvin 
mendeth the Ule of it, and has ſpoken much in 
Favour ; and yet, alas! 'tis too much neglected, 
ee Grief of all good Mien. *T'is certainly a great 
[to deſpiſe it, or wilfully to neglect it, beca -' iſe it 
Wuceth to the Increaſe of Chriſtian 2 as pro- 
ing the Holy Spirit to aſſiſt us in our Duty. It 
ſutes the Anabaptiits in their clamouring againſt 
Gor baptizing Children before they come to Years 
WW oderftanding. For we have Baptiſm to ſecure 
yn calc of Death; and Confirmation is the fame 
lrity they pretend to, who defer it till riper 
cy, W's: If you are a Godfather, be careful to dif- 
Wee the Obligation you have entered into; and 
- Fg oung Perſons read over often the Office of Bap. 
and Confirmation. 
hen therefore Children have been ſolemnly de- 
ed to God in Baptiſm, and their Names been 
ten in the Book of Life, they being come to 
rs of Diſcretion, and a fit Capacity of profeſſing 
Faith: Their Godfathers and Godmothers 
t to bring them to the Biſhop, to be confirmed 
m: To the Intent, that in the Preſence of God 
the Congregation, they may renew the folemn 
iſe and Vow, that was in their Name, at their 


im. Confirmation puts us in Mind how ſhame- 
1 is to diſhonour the Chriſtian Name, when we 
een of openly in the Church declared our Reſolution 
they Ne and die in the Faith of Chriſt, If all that 
and WM been baptized, and could give an Account and 
er tu of their Paith, were then preſented to the 
hat WP for Confirmation, and would conſent to the 
ly Gi iſe their Sureties made, and vow thro' God's 


to perform the ſame, this would draw down 
the 
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the Aſſiſtances of God's holy Spirit, diſpoſe th 


to remember their Creator in the Days of their lu 


and enable them to grow in Grace, and perſevere 
a god]y and chriſtian Courſe unto their Lives End 


T& £RATY ER: 


Bleſs thy Name, O God, that I 1 


in my Infancy dedicated to thee 


Holy Baptiſm ; wherein I was mad 


Member of Chriſt's Church, and an | 
hetitor of the Kingdom of Heaven, 


grant, that I may live as becomes Mi 


who 1s called to a State of Salvation, 
continue in the fame to my Life's E 
But, Lord, I am unable of myſelf to | 


myſelf; therefore do thou merci 


grant me the Aſſiſtance of thy holy Spi 
at all Times and in all Places. O mz 
be unto me a Spirit of Holineſs, to che 
my dcfiled Nature; a Spirit of Covi 
in all Doubts and Dithculties ; of C 
rage, in all Dangers; of Conſtancy, 
all Troubles, more eſpecially in Time 
Sickneſs, and in the Hour of Death. 
humbly beteech thee that I may h 
Grace to. follow the Example of all 
faithful Servants, who walked be 


"thee in the Truth of thy holy W. 


and Godlineſs of Life, that at the 
Day, I with them, and they with 


in 
C 
ed 
Ile 
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th by attain to the Reſurrection of the 
9 It, and have eternal Reſt with all the 


ichful. Grant this, O Father, for Chriſt 
Sake, Amen. 


M MEDITATION. 

de Ceaſe to wonder that the Devil fo 
1 Wotten tempts and prevails upon People 
tay away from the holy Sacrament : 
| he knows of what Avail it is to at- 
þ that Bleſſedneſs, from which through 
de and Diſobedience he fell. It may 
ly be eſteemed one of the greateſt 
citWilings we Chriſtians enjoy, that we 
e free Leave given us to approach the 
d's Table. And we can in nothing 


cee ſhew our black Ingratitude, than by 
ou'Wlecting to do this in Remembrance of 
; (WF Saviour. Deareſt Jeſus! had not 


Mercy interpoſed, we had all been 
nally undone; O how 'great was thy 
e which cauſed thee to ſubmit to the 
ith of the Croſs for poor Sinners! 
du waſt pleaſed to condeſcend to all 
innocent Infirmities of human Life; 
didſt permit thine Enemies, when 
ed with Rage and Fury, to lay their 
Ilegious Hands upon thee ; and when 
they 


—— — 


the LORD SUPPER. 
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they had bound thee in a cruel Man: 


and wickedly reviled thee, thou rev 


not again: But further, O deareſt W 
viour, thou waſt by wicked Fer jk 
nounced guilty of Death; and condemi 
by Pilate, and being ſtripped naked in 
the Palace, thou didſt ſuffer thy ten 


Fleſh to be torn with Scourges : \ * 


did the Malice of the Jus end h 
They faſtened a Crown of Thorns u 
thy bleſſed Head; and then, O imma 


late Lamb of God, how like a harm 23 


Sheep wert thou led to the Slanght 
At Golgatha thou didſt hang on the Cl 
thy Hands and Feet were pierced, thy 
cious Blood ſhed in great Abundance;! 
then, O adorable Saviour, thou 4 
bow thy ſacred Head, and give up 
Ghoſt, and die, that we might live 
ever. O may this Love of thine c 
me to love thee again, with a 
Heart fervently | may it mortify and! 
all Vices in me, and diſpoſe me to g 
in Grace, and in the Knowledge of! 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt! A due Senſe of 
Love is enough to ſaſten and ſubdue! 
hardeſt Heart. O who can thiok 
the Body of our Lord that was wou 
for our Tranſgreſſions, and not have 
Soul wounded within him? Who W 


3 tl 
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ok of his pierced Side, without a 
at pierced for thoſe Sins which cauſed 
rell me, my Soul, who ever wiſhed 
e ſo much Good? What have our 
mit Friends done for us, in Compariſon 
in this Charity? Our bleſſed Lord {peaks 
en 0 us, as well as to the Daughters of 
alem; Weep not for me, but for 
hefWurſclves ; not for my Sufferings in a 
v1 ſitleſs Compaſſion, but for yourſelves, 
mW your Sins, in a hearty Contrition. 
We delires no other Return than our fol- 


ien 

oW'ing his Steps, that we may at laſt ar- 
eat his Glory, 

hy! 


\ Merciful and bleſſed Lord, who for 


the more ſolemn Remembrance of thy 
ter Death and Patlion, haſt ordained 
holy Sacrament to commemorate thy 
a ferings, and to convey to our Souls all 
Benefits thereof: O make me a meek 
taker of theſe ſacred Myſteries ! To all 
Favours, O Lord, already beſtowed 
» of chy unworthy Servant, I beg this one 
due Nie; that thou wouldſt be pleaſed to 
en my ſtony Heart into a tender Senſe 
thy great Goodneſs and my own 
etchedneſs, now that I am about to 
WW oach thy Altar, that thou mayſt ac- 
H cept 
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cept of me graciouſly for Chriſt his Sah 
O let the Cry of thy Son's Blood fpex 


better Things in my Behalt than 


Blood of Abel: That having my Heat: 


iprinkled from an evil Conſcience, I ml 


draw nigh with a full Aſſurance of Fu 


and thereby be filled with thy Gra 


and heavenly Benediction, through Je 
Chriſt. Amen. 


The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper being 'iM 


higheſt Act of religious Worſhip, and yet ſo cen 


rally and ſhameſully neglected in Country Pari 
J think it requiſite here to ſhew the Duty of i 


quent Communion, anſwer Excuſes for not comi 


to the Holy Sacrament, and point out what P 


tation is neceflary. 
Notwithſtanding many excellent Treatiſes ha 
been written on this Subject, yet Numbers of be 


ple moſt unthankfully refuſe to come to the Loc; 


Table. Unreaſonable Scruples in fome, and a 
neral Coldneſs, as to all Matters of Religion, 


others, have occaſioned an almoſt Diſuſe of 


primitive Part of Devotion among us. For, ti 
withſtanding all the gracious Calis and TJnvitat 
of Chriſt, and his Miniſters, yet there are mat 
and ſome too that carry an Appearance of Sybri 


and Religion, who have never yet communica 


Therefore, that I may leave no one unſatishie, 
will endeavour, with as much Brevity as the j 
portar:ce of the Subject will permit, to ſum up w 
I have to ſay in the following Particulars. 

1. I ſhall give a plain Account of the Nat 
of the Sacrament, and the End for which it 
ordained. 
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| >. Shew, that all Chriſtians of riper Years, and 

o young Perſons after they have been confirmed 
the Biſhop, are ſtrictly obliged to communicate. 

Z. Anſwer the ſeveral Pleas made by the Igno- 

Want, or the Wicked, for the Neglect of it. 

z. Give Directions how you mult prepare your- 

e to be a worthy Receiver. 

5. What you muſt do if you are really ſtraitened 

fo. Time, and cannot go through a long Examina- 

gon, Sc. | 

6. What ought to be your Behaviour after you 

Rue been at the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 


en. Concerning the Nature of the bleſſed Sacrament 
{880d the End for which it was ordained. Know 
and conſider, that the Lord's Supper is a Me- 
Prial, or ſolemn Commemoration of Chriſt's 
Nan: 1 he Inſtitution of the Lord's Supper, is 
Wo'ded by four of the ſacred Writers. viz. St. 


bee, St. Hark, St. Luke, and St. Paul. The 
F Pf of what they have delivered concerning it, is 
Lops fully collected by the Church of England, in 
| x ofÞ£ !rayer of Conſecration. “ The Lord Jeſus, the 
om ne Night in which he was betrayed, tet Bread; 
of and when he had given Thanks he brake it, and 
r, eve it to his Diſciples, ſaying, take, eat, this is 
ita Pop, which is given for you, do this in Remem- 


muß ran of me. Likewiſe after Supper he tock the 


© br Cup, and when he had given Thanks, he gave it 
mica? them, ſaying, drink ye all of this, for this is my 
seh Bbod of the New Teſtament, which is ſbed for yor'y 


the! 
up Wi 


| Nat 


I 


nd for many, for the Remiſſion of Sins; do this as 
as ye ſhall drink it, in Remembrance of me.” 
'rom theſe Words of the holy Penmen, it plain! 
ears; that our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt being 
nediately to ſuffer Death upon the Croſs, (by 
Ich Death he was to make a full, perfect, and 
H 2 ſufficient 


fay? Tis our Duty, therefore, to obey all t 
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ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation, and Satisfaction (iſ 
the Sins of the whole World,) he did then ini. 
tute, and command us (by receiving Bread 4. 
Wine) to continue a perpetual Memory of that his fre 
cious Death until his coming again. | 

So that this Inſtitution of our Saviour is as for! 
a Command to do what he then did, as any Wor 
can expreſs. 

It is impoſſible for any Law to be more pereny ſt 
tory and binding. Neither Prayer, nor Preachin,{W&' 
nor the Obſervation of the Lord's Day, which MM 
acknowledge to be neceſſary Duties, are mo 
plainly required, than fate, eat, this is my Body 
Drink ye all of this— Do this in Remembrance Nis 
me 


This then is the ſolemn Command of Jeſus Chi 
the Author of this holy Inſtitution. We call hin 
adorable Saviour, Lord and Maſter, which impliog* 
that he has Power and Authority over us; but wif 
do no leſs than inſult and mock him, if we do n 

look upon ourſelves obliged to do what he con 
mands. Our Saviour ſaid to the Fews, My 4 
ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the Things whit 


Commands of Chriſt, of which this is a princig 
onc, otherwiſe we are no Chriſtians; or which 
worſe, diſobedient and diſloyal Subjects to our I 
and aſter, 

The Chriſtian, therefore, that lives all his Dx 
without receiving the Sacrament, ſeems to be 
more ſenſible of the Want and Benefit of a | 
deemer, than a Few or a Turk; and yet I trem 
to think, how many Thouſands go out of |! 
World, without thus owning their Faith in our ct 
cified Lord. What a baſe and ſhameful Ingratiti 
is this, not to remember the ſtupendous Bleſhn 


purchaſed for us by the Death of Chriſt ? 
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But farther, This is not only an expreſs poſitive 
ae Command of our Lord and Maſter, of our Friend 
nd BenefaCtor ; but it was his laſt and dying Com- 
„and. St. Paul ſays, in the ſame Night that he 

as betrayed, he took Bread and brake it: How 
mal roving, how tender and pathetick is this Circum- 
or 1 The laſt Words of a dying Friend are uſu- 

Aly moſt ſtrictly obſerved by us. Now fince this is 
eme me Command of our Maſter, who was juſt going to 
Mu die for us, and we neglect it, we juſtly deſerve to be 
h brown back into that State of Slavery and Bondage, 
moe rom whence by his Death, he hath delivered us. 
But this moſt generous Saviour, who laid down 
ice is Life for us, defires nothing in Return, but 
bat is yet for our further Advantage; he deiires us 
Wot to forfeit that Happineſs which he his purcha- 
Ed for us by his Death; which brings me to a 
ſecond Motive to perſuade us to receive the Sa- 
rament. | 
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The great Danger of neglecting it. 


We are, in this Life, ſurrounded with Variety of 
| emptations, no Condition of Life being free fron 
e Aſſaults of our ſpiritual Enemies; and we have 
Reaſon to mourn, that ſo many Thouſands are en- 
nared by their Attempts, and prevailed upon to fin 
Nainſt God. Now when we are juſtly humbled at 
he Sight of our Sins, the beſt Way to obtain a Par- 
on of them, is to repreſent to God the Father our 
aviour's bitter Paſſion, that tho' not for our own 
jake, yet for his Sake and Merits, he would be pro- 
itious to us miſerable Sinners. 

Look round the World, and ſay, what Thing 
| equal to the Advantage of this gracious Vouch- 
afement, 

For in this holy Ordinance our Baptiſmal Vow 
| renewed, our Faith ſtrengthened, good Deſires 
H 3 kindled 
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kindled in our Breaſts, and freſh Supplies of Gr ze! 
are given us. Lo this was owing the fervent Chan Tat 
of the primitive Chriſtians, their Stedfaſtneſs in ther 


Faith, and their patient enduring all Manner + + 
Suffcrings, Tis this that will afford you Benet Con 
more than you can number, and greater than yu | 
can Conceive, | 
Set before your Eyes the dreadful Example r 


thoſe, who by lighting and forſaking the Memos : 


of Chriſt's Death, have fallen into damnable He: 7 
Fes, denying the Lord that bought them; or elſe hut ** 


abandon'd themſelves to all Manner of wicke 
Words and Lewdneſs; of which we have too man 
ſad Inflances in the World. On the contrary, . 
we examine the Matter, we ſhall find thoſe Perſon 
to be the moſt devout and rational Chriſtians, nM 


tie beſt People, who do moſt frequently comma, . 
niente. g Per 
Therefore does our excellent Church invite an 
preſs her Members to receive three Times a YM. , 
at leaſt, In many great Towns in England we ha. 
Monthly Communions ; nay, in many Church hn 
every Lord's Day. : | | | 6 nd 
he beſt of Chriſtians are not ſo rooted in Fata 

and Love, but they want conſtant Help and A, 
ance from above. And this is afforded them in tif | 
Holy Sacrament ; which if we did devoutly on 
conſtantly attend (as we have Opportunity) ge 
and ſingular would be the Benefits thereof. Af 
Another Motive is, the | * 
Fal 

Toy and Pleaſure attending this Duty. Wi: 

rc 


Many humble and devout Receivers find tht 
Hearts filled and made glad with holy Joy, 
Delight, in a due Performance of this heavenly Dut) 
Let the pious Chriſtian, who comes with Humill 
and Devotion to the bleſſed Sacrament, ſay, whet! 


* 
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he has not often felt an inward Delight at the Loro's. 
Table? Whether Jeſus has not been known to him 
© thercat in breaking of Bread? 

Another Argument to pe:ſuade you to frequent 
W Communion is, 


0 The Advantage thereof. 


4 


le oi 5 | & 
ve { How is it, that we do not all, like wiſe Merchants, 
TH | deck thither where is the greateſt Hope of Cain? 
ere 


Why do we not learn this Wiſdom from the Pour 
mong us, who conſtently wait where the mull 
{bountiful Alms are given? That is, why do not 
"al! fircere Penitents repair to that Ordinance meſt 
igently, where the greateſt Good may be bal 
och for Soul and Body? 
Had our bl: fled Saviour to the End that we might 
de Partakers of fo great a Bleſſing, o:dained hat 
ervices and rigorous Faſtings; had he commande 
do ſell all our Goods and give to the Pour, to 
ou dure ſharp Afflictions, and on this Condition 
„ly have admitted us to this holy Sacrament ; yet 
Wh! this, and more, we ought moſt joyfully to have 
Enderwent, in order to obtain ſo excellent and ef- 
f t ctual a Means of promoting our everlaſting Com- 
Wort and Happineſs. 

But whereas our gracious Lord will bid us wel- 
Nome on the eaſy Conditions of Repentance for our 
F-{t Sins, Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and Re- 
Plutions of future Obedience, how inexcuſable is 
to ſtay away? I am amazed how ary, who are 
Ralled Chriſtians, can think taemſelves diſpenſed 
With from this holy Ordinance; and therefore L 


roceed now to conſider the ſeveral * 


Excuſes or Pleas 


rged for the Neglect of Receiving the Sacrament of 
hriſt's Body and Blood. Indeed no Pretence what- 
H 4 ever 


RY 


7 

Dut! 
mill 
heth 


Y 


b 
. 
| 


but it is a very wicked and ſcandalous one: M. 


encourage us to let ſpiritual Concerns have the fi 


will bleſs us in our temporal Concerns ; fo that 


in the Management of our temporal Concer 
oug 
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ever can juſtity a Chriſtian's Neglect of this Cor 
mand of our Saviour; and it muſt be owned, Mug 
all thoſe which are uſually brought, are weak Here, 
finful, lang 


5 1 
The ſeveral Pleas made for the Neglid WR 
the Holy Sacrament, are, y 


1. Multiplicity of Buſineſs. * 
2. A ſinful Life. 
3. Ignorance, or having Doubts and Scruples, 
4. A hard Heart, not able to relent. 
5. The obſerving that ſome who come are! 
made better. 
6. That frequent Receiving will diminiſh the! 
verence due to the Holy Inſtitution. 
1 The not being in perfect Charity with 
en. 


The firſt Plea or Pretence for the Neglect of 
rerving the Hoy Sncrament, is Multiplicity of Bui 
"neſs. This indeed is the moſt common ande 
neral Pretence for not coming to the Lord's Suppe 


can find Time enough to follow their worldly Pr" 
fits and Pleaſures, but to enter upon the ſerio 

Buſinefs of their Souls they have no Leiſure ; oth 
Matters take up all their Time. Our Saviour, 


Place in our Thoughts, aſſures us, that if we 
careful to ſerve God in the Way he preſcribes, | 


be religious is the moſt likely Way to thrive! 
this World. Therefore, beſides the Wickedneſs" 
this Pretence, we ſee how falſe it is: But ſupp! 
it were true, that to prepare ourſelves for the & 
crament, as we ought, would a little incommode 


— mw 0 
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iWught we not rather to loſe ſome ſmall Advantages 
ere, than to forfeit the Favour of God, and en— 
langer the Welfare of our Souls hereafter ! But God 
in Mercy hath ſo ordeied the Matter, that our 
7 Wo'idly Affairs, with a little prudent Forecaſt, may 
managed, and yet there ſhall be Time enough 
tft for Dutics of Religion. 
Moreover, theſe very People, who complain they 
Fant Time, can find Leiſure for Recreations, for 
W il1ts, for idle Diſcourſe, or, what is worſe, for 
Jander and Calumny; but when our Saviour in— 
ics them to his Table, they have no Time. If 
hineceſlary Bulineſs, or Diverſion, cauſes us to 
glect the Sacrament, we openly declare to all the 
Norld, that we love our Bodies better than our 
puls; our Friends more than God; and Earth 
doc than Heaven, 
A ſecond Pretence made for the not receiving the 
crament is, A bad Life. 


Cn 
eR 


th 


of 


u This is ſully anſwered in the Exhortation before 
1d of Communion, in theſe Words: “ If any Man 
zuppe lay, 1 am a grievous Sinner, and therefore am 
„Mad to come, , e, then & you not repent 
y Pn and amend © 

ſeriod Indecd, the Lord's Table is no Place for a Man 
. et is wicked, and deſigns to go on in his Wic- 
our, Meneſs: The Sacrament is a Token of Pardon and 
he fieconciliation; and what has the obſtinate Rebel 
e do with the Favour of his Prince? Chriſt indeed 
bes, me into the World to fave Sinners, but ſuch 
that nners as do truly and carneſtly repent them of 
\rive Meir former Sins, and who bring forth Fruits meet 
neſs r Repentance. It is not the humble and return- 
ſuppoſils but the obſtinate and perverſe Sinner, that muſt 
the WMep from the Lord's Table, and he, if he lives 
node d dies in his Sins, as certainly as God is true, 
ner all be excluded from the Kingdom of Heaven. 


ougt II 5 And 
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And whereas ſome excuſe their not coming to U '$ 
Sacrament, on account of their paſt Sins, ſo oha 
dare not come for fear of falling into Sin after uA 
have received it. | | 12 

Anſto. It muſt be owned, that every wilful 2 
deliberate Sin, after our Vows made at the Sache. 
ment, is a great Aggravation of our Guilt, but dF! 
not render it unpardonable. - 

Though it be our bounden Duty, after we ha 
been at the Lord's Table, to uſe our utmoſt C 
to avoid Sin, yet it is not to be expected, that i 
this World of Iniquity, we ſhould live entirely fl 
from it. The beſt of Men after receiving the Saen 
ment do not live without Sin; in many Things v 
offen! all: But the Sacrament is appointed as 
Means to ſtrengthen us more and mote againſt vin 
Should we therefore be ſo unhappy as to fall in 


Sin at any Time, we muſt humbly implere Go 
Mercy through Chriſt, and have Recourſe to tf 
Sacrament, which will in Time enable us to 2aW'"" 
the Victory over the Fleſh, the World, and et 
| 5: RT b] 

Let no Diſtruſt therefore of your Unfitneſs He 
you any longer from the Lord's Table. The ! 


ceze acknowledging of your own Unworthinel 
will be accepted through the Worthineſs of Chr 


Jeſus. When you own that you are not worl!) lf 
gather up the Crumbs under the Lord's Table, he = 
allures you, that he is the ſame Lerd, whoſe I ol 
erty is always to have Mercy. | . 

It is a Stratagem of the Devil, to terrify pit <4 
and well diſpoſed Minds, and throw Scruples ““ 
their Way, in order to keep them from the He 
Sacriment. The Benefits of this holy Ordinal elle 
certainly are ineſtimable, or the great Enemy | Tut 
our Souls would not take ſo much Pains to s 
us from it, by laying ſo many Scruples and or 


bedäments in the Way ; therefore if you ſhall h Ang 
0 
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MJ oice from within, ſaying, Come not to this holy 
%, for thou art a Sinner; let Faith anſwer, That 
% came not to call the Righteous, but Sinners to 
We entance. 
if cou are a great Offender, the more Want have 
au of a Saviour, In ſhort, the Sacrament was nat 
pointed for Angels, who are pure and undefiled 
eings; but for Man, who is a frail Creature, ſub- 
bat continually to Errois and Miſcarriages. Do 
au endeavour to be as good as you can; and when- 
at Ne, through Surprize, you have been drawn from: 
28 Paths of Virtue, repent immediately, and then 
ene aſſured, that God will accept of your ſincere En- 
n eavours, and forgive your unavoidable Infirmitics, 
y even your moſt deliberate Sins, if you repent of 
Siem and forſake them in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt. - 
ing A third Pretence againſt receiving, is Jgnrarce, 
Go e not being able to read; or ſome der which 
o ake you dread, leaſt you ſhould be unworthy Com- 
0 unicants. Now ws © conhder, if you are per- 
deny ignorant of your Duty, this Ignorance is high - 
blameable, and will be a Bar to your going to 
5 ke eaven, as well as coming to the holy Sacrament, 
ne ou labour under Doubts and Feirs, why do not 
hin" as the Church adviſes, repair to your Pariſh 
Chi liniſter, for his Advice and Direction? | 
elf your Eſtate be in Danger, a wiſe and expert 
he Mawyer is foon conſulted. If you are caſt upon a 
„e of Sickneſs, a Phyſician is ſent for. If therefi te 
u have Perplexities of Mind, and will not uſe the 
y pid leans to compoſe them, you are to charge your- 
neaſineſs upon your own Head. Your ip ritu.1 
he Hude is appointed to explain the Nature of this 
dinafeled Sacrament, to inform your Con'cien: e, to in- 
emy Fuct you in the Faith, to direct your doubtful Steps, 
give you. Advice for your Soul's Health; to which, 
nd our own Prayers and ſincere Endeavours are not 
11 beW©ontinz, you may zeaſonably hope, that God will 
| H 6 lead 


Want the Grace of Repentance ; therefore ſho 
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lead you into the Way of Salvation. But perky 
vou are not ſo ignorant as you think yourſelf, 
you miſtake the Degrees of Knowledge which x 
required in a worthy Communicant. 

If you know the Author of this Ordinance to 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the End of it to be a Commem 
ration of his Death, the Uſe of it to renew yy 
Covenant with God, which you made at yy 
Baptiſm, and the Pardon of your Sins to be herd 
fealed ; if you conſider that Chriſtians are herd 
united in the ſtricteſt Bonds of Love and Chari 
if you come with an earneſt Deſire to increas (i 
more and more in the Knowledge of Jeſus Chri 
and grow in Grace, and in all Godlinefs of Livin 
depend upon it, that God will graciouſly tecer 
you. 

For a fourth Excuſe you fay thus; I fear t 
Heart is hardened ; I cannot, like Mary Magda 
weep much, though I have much to be forgiven, 

I anſwer, Though you cannot mourn fo mu 
as others may do, and as you yourſelf would w 


lp 
to do, nevertheleis you may be a true Penitent Mn 
all this. You grieve that you are grieved no mnit 


therefore you have not a hard Heart, nor do] 


ou come to this Sacrament to increaſe your gol 
Sorrow for Sin, wherein the breaking of the Bie 
and the pouring out of the Wine, will put you 
Remembrance of a bleeding crucified Saviour, 
will help to ſoften your Heart, and increaſe 9 
godly Sorrow for Sin. 

The fifth Excuſe you make for not coming 
the Sacrament is this: Some of thoſe who col 
do not lead better Lives than they who keep aw 
and therefore what good is there in communicating 

Arſib. How Go you know that your Neighbd 
who frequent the Lord's Table have not repentes 

4 
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Sir paſt Sins, or made firm Reſolves againſt them 
pr the Time to come? And ſuppoſe any of theſe 


W:ve unhappily ſtarted aſide, like a broken Bow, 


Ind fallen into preſumptuous Sins afterwards, yet ſtill 

WS their Condition worſe than your's, who profanely 
m your Back upon the Lord's Table, caſting off 

| Regard to God and Religion ? 

| Aſixth Pretence againſt frequent receiving is, That 

will diminiſh the R-verence due to the holy Sacra- 

ent, 

This Objection is founded upon the Experience 
len have, that their Familiarity and intimate Con- 
erſe with Men and Things in this World, is apt 
diminiſh their Value and Reſpect for them; not 
onſidering that it is quite contrary to ſpiritual 
Things, the frequent Uſe whereof is the likelieſt 
leans to encreaſe our Veneration and Reſpect to- 
ards them. The oftner we converſe with God 
| his holy Ordinances, the more we ſhall admire 
is divine Perfections, and the more we ſhall be 
poſed to conform ourſelves to his Likeneſs ; for 
n Object of infinite Perfection in itſelf, and of in- 
nite Goodneſs to us, will always raiſe our Admi— 
ation, and heighten our Reſpect and Eſteem, the 
ore we contemplate it. I am ſure Experience 
i] inform us, that the devouteſt Ages of the Church 
ere thoſe wherein the Practice of frequent Commu- 
lon moſt prevailed. 

Never was there ſo much Fervour and Strictneſs 
f ey, as when the Faithful met daily at the 
ord's Table. And in the Accounts we have of the 
reateſt Saints, never any one excelled in the Vir- 
ies of the Chriſtian Life, but what diſtinguiſhed 
imſelf by frequently nouriſhing his Soul with this 
eavenly Banquet. Nay, I dare appeal to thoſe holy 


ouls who live under a ſtrict Senſe of their Duty 
this Particular, and embrace all Opportunities 
hich the Providence of God offers them to com- 

memorate 
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me morate the incffable Love of their dying "oF 
deemer; whether they do not find themſelves n 
determined to be juſt in all their Dealings, . 
readier to relieve the Neceſſities of the Poor; .' 
ther their Affections to the World do not 
Ground, and their De fires towards Heaven do: 
grov/ more intenſe and vigorous; whether their! 
lions are not more calm, and their Patience n 77 
Submiſſion to the Will of God more evident Ma. 
conſpicuous; whether they are not ſenſib'e of! 
Fondneſs for Life, leſs Earneſtneſs for 'I'rifles, | 
Deſire of Glory, lets Eagerneſs for Profit, and! 
Concern fer whatever the World moſt efleems ? 

7. The laſt Plea you urge againft receiving? 
Sacrament is, I am not in Charity with my Ne; 
bours, and therefore cannot come to that Ur 
nance, which requires ſo much of mutual [ ww: 
Charity. | 

The Sacrament, indeed, is a Sacrament of In 
being left as a Pledge of our bleſſed Saviour's Ln 
to us, and therefore to be received in Lede s 
Charity. It is true, fo long as you are in a di 
of Hatred, or of an uncharitable Temper, you 4 
not fit for this, or any other religious LU! 
Whoſe Fault is it, that you are not in Charity wi 
your Neighbour? Pray conſider, what Love © 
ou have for your Saviour (whatever Reverence WT 
pretend for his Sacrament) who laid down his L 
for your Sake, when you will not give up 
hard and uncharitable Thoughts againſt your il 
thren at his Requeſt? Shall Chriſt die to coll 
cile you to his Father, and will not vu be! 
conciled to your Neighbour, for whom Cn 
died, as well as for you? It is amazing, that Ma; 


make your Guilt a Pretence for not perfvrnil 


religious Duties. Aſſure yourſelf, that as long na 

ou are reſolved to hate your Brother, you Mei 

ave no Advantage from Chriſt's Blood, who Mr: 
, 
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8 the Riches of his Love and Charity died for Man- 


| i d, even while they were Sinners. If your Bro— 
„ho has offended you, refuſes to be reconciled, 
Wt is not your Fault; the Crime of Uncbaritable- 
lies then at his Door; but do you preſerve 
Gur charitable 'Iemper, and approach the holy 
Able. ö 
ee Love of Chriſt, one would think, ſhould 
aue the Enmity of our Natures towards each 
her ; that Pride, the Cauſe of almoſt all Quarrels; 
at Bitterneſs of Spirit, that Rancour and Revenge 
pich too much prevail every where. Our Ha— 
d, our Reſentments, our Revenge, ſhould be 
Nied againſt our Sins. What a happy World 
duld this be, if the whole Body of Chriſtians did 
Equently meet together in perfect Love and Cha- 
ty, at the holy Communion ? Ali Mankind muſt 
eds love one another, if they did often meet at 
s holy Table; they could not, they dared not, 
tertain any Hatred or Malice in their Breaſt, one 
ainſt another. 
This Conſideration will, I hope, make you 2s 
licitous as may be, for a ſpeedy Reconciliation 
th your Neighbour ;. and you will not look upon 


at any longer as a Plea to keep you from the 
ord's Table. 


ce) Theſe are ſome of the common Excuſes for the 

eglect of this Duty. But Oh! let theſe and all 

1 er Obſtacles be removed out of the Way, and no 
ur D: 


nger neglect coming to this huly Table; neglect 
dt your own Salvation, when it may be fo eaſily 
tained, It is a certain Sign we have no great Senſe 
the Benefit of a Saviour, when we forget him 
ays, nay, even Months and Years. without Num- 


tour. We ſhould be fo far from neglecting this Or- 
long Whance, that we ſhould heartily thank God for 
you ery Opportunity he offers us, of thus ſhewing 
ho Mrch his 5 


cath, and our grateful Remembrance. of 
id. 


trary, thoſe who have forgotten God Days . 
out number, require more Time, and ought to! 
dergo a ſtricter Examination, to ſee if their Rept 
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we 
it. Methinks we ſhould long with holy David un. 
ſaw but the Shadow of thele Bleſſings) to be H bou 
hed with the good Things of God's Houſe, a. 
compaſs his Altar; and ſhould cry out with 571 
O when fhall I came and appear before thee ® H, 


longeth, yea, even fainteth fer the Courts of the Lird,i 
my Fleſh crieth for the living Gad Had we thc 
fore but a juſt Eſteem of Things, we ſhould; 
count it the greateſt Unhappineſs in the Wa 
to be debarred of this Privilege, which yet wel 
deliberately and frequently refuſe to partake of, 
I now come to ſhew what Preparation is net 
ſary, before you receive the bleſſed Sacrament. 
Now a holy Life, a daily walking before ( 
in his holy Ways; the being faithful and dilg 
in your honeſt Calling ; the exercifing yourſelf u 
to Godlineſs, and keeping a Conſcience void 
Offence towards God, and towards Man, is the 
Preparation. It is certain, that the Primitive Cit 
ſtians, being moſtly of the poorer Sort, and obly 
to get their Bread by the Sweat of their Bro 
and yet receiving the Sacrament very often, {on 
times every Day, could not employ much I 
by way of Preparation. Much depends upon! 
habitual Temper and Diſpoſition of the Mind, 
the conſtant Exerciſe of true Devotion: Likes 
the Capacity and Leiſure of each Perſon mu 
conſidered in fixing the Portion of Time, to 
employed in actual and particular Preparation. 
good Chriſtian, who ſets the Lord always bt 
him, cannot need much Time to aſſure him 
that he comes with due Diſpoſitions. On the c 


tance be ſincere. But the great Matter to bc 
tended to, is the general Tenor of our Lives, 
which, if there be but an Evenneſs and Regula 
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| well doing, if there be but an honeſt and good 
Kart, A Man may go forth to his Work, and to his 
bour, on Saturday, and be a good Communicant 
Sunday Morning. To love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
Sincerity, and to keep his Commandments , to ceaſe 
do Evil, to learn to do well ; to refrain the Tongue 
m Evil, and the Lips that they ſpea# no Guile; to 
Peace, and enſue it; to follow the Works of 
Ir Calling with Induſtry, and to provide for our 
Imily with Honeſty ; to truſt in God's Providence, 
Id be content with our Condition: In ſhort, 70 
e ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent World, 
it is the true Preparation; and he that thus 
mmunicates, will never be rejected of God, or 
erve to be condemned by Men. I ſpeak not this 
diſcourage thoſe extraordinary Exerciſes, which 
he good Chriſtians chuſe to go through before 
y receive the Holy Sacrament : My View is to 
inguiſh what is really eſſential, from what is 
ly Circumſtantial ; and to make Chriſtians com- 
hend, that an involuntary Omiſſion of certain 
gious Exerciſes, of which God has preſcribed 
ther the Number, nor the Seaſon, nor the 
igth, cannot exempt us from complying, when 
erwiſe we may, with a Duty, which is abſolutely 
nmanded to Chriſtians of all Conditions. 


e rſt COLLECT ; to be uſed Morn- 
ng and Evening all the Week before the 


dacrament. 


Thank thee, O Lord, that thou haſt 
wrought in me a Deſire to approach 
holy Table ; mercifully grant that I 
y ſo partake of thoſe holy Myſteries, 
t my Soul may be nouriſhed with 
all 
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| all Goodneſs ; and that I may ever it) 
| dwell in Chriſt, and Chriſt in me, Wb! 
| give me ſuch a Senſe of thy unſpva 


| able Goodneſs to poor, miſerable, (i 
| Worms, that I may rejoice in the L 


and evermore ſerve and delight in Met 
[ my Saviour: whilſt I am muſing let to 
|| Fire of my Devotion kindle in the brizÞs 
| eſt Flames of Love and Admiration T 
| | that Mercy of thine, which is gra! 
| | than the Heaven, and above all Ble 
| and Praiſe, Increaſe in me ſuch a &*WM © 
| of this and all thy Mercies, that all m 
| Temptations of the World, the FW v 
| and the Devil, may never be able ti 


- quench it; but that being enlivened'! 


quickened thereby, I may preſs ti 
the Mark, for the Prize f the high Cal 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus. Inflame myd 
Heart with holy Ardors, that I may 
touched with godly Sorrow in the n | 
immediate Preſence of the Great Ju 
of Heaven and Earth: Subdue | 
worldly Aﬀections, that I may wer 
praiſe thee here, and to all Eternity. 


The Second COLLECT. 


Lwighty God, by whoſe Bounty 


Goodneſs, I have now an Op! 
ful 


SHFCRAMENT. - 1692 


ity offered me of approaching thy 
ble, and of pleading before thee, the 
e vailing Merits of the Death and Paſ- 
Wo of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt : Aſſiſt me, 
Lord, with thy holy Spirit, in the 
Fat Duty and Service I am about to 
form ; and though my many and great 
ps render me unworthy of drawing 
gr to this heavenly Feaſt, yet, O mer- 
re! God, let the precious Blood of my 
er bleſied Saviour cleanſe me from all 
Wy Sins ; forgive all the evil Thoughts 
my Heart, my idle and raſh Words, 
wicked and ungodly Deeds ; and give 
thy heavenly Grace, whereby I may 
enabled for the future to ſerve ibee 
olineſs and Righteouſneſs all the Days 
ny Life ; that .ſo living in thy Fear, 
ay die in thy Favour ; and at laſt be 
nbered among the Saints of God in 
pry everlaſting, through Jeſus Chriſt 
Lord. Amen. 


The Third COLLECT. 


ill not preſume to come to thy Table, 


4 
N 


O merciful Lord, truſting in my wn 
pLreouſneſs ; but in thy manifold and 
at Mercies: Fit me, O Lord, by an 
ity Gratitude towards my Saviour, 
a ſincere Love of my Brethren, by 


deep 


aA — — — — - Bo 


> — - 2 — 


are repreſented in the Sacrament of Chr 


Conditions of that Covenant which 
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deep Contrition for my Sins, and br 
ſincere Reſolution of a better Court if 
Life, to approach thine Altar. Ac 
of the Expiation which thy Son 
made of all my Tranſgreſſions, by 
Sacrifice of himſelf, as of a Lamb wi 
out Spot or Blemiſh. Let the Rem: 
brance of my Sins, and of his bitter WM 
ferings for them, pierce my very Hell 
and engage me for ever to love We 
ſerve him who laid down his Life s: 
me. | 
Cleanſe me, O Lord, from all Fes 
neſs of Fleſh and Spirit, that I m 
a meet Gueſt for thy holy Table, WM t: 
a real Partaker of thoſe Benefits, wi 


Body and Blood. Strengthen, O L 
all good Reſolutions in me; enable | 
by thy Grace faithfully to perform 


made in Baptiſm, and now intend to 
new in the Holy Sacrament, by det 
ting mylelf entirely, and for ever, to 
Service of my bleſſed Redeemer, 
hath loved me, and waſhed me fro 
Sins in his vwn Blood, To him be 
Honour. and Glory, Thankſgiving 
Praiſe, Love and Obedience, for * 
Amen. 
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This Week apply yourſelf to meditate on divine 
Ecas, and ſtir up all the Faculties of your Soul, 
to perform this high Duty, in a devout and 
able Manner. | 

De Uſe of the following Ejaculations will tend 
ep your Mind in a devout Frame, 


ORD what is Man, that thou art 
| mindful of him; or the Son of Man, 
t thou regardeſt him? 

Deliver my 'Soul, O Lord, from lying 
s: and from a deceittul Tongue. 
Make me a clean Heart, O God, and 
Newa right Spirit within me. 


12 Walt me not away from thy Preſence, 
e, take not thy Holy Spirit from me. 
wi 


et the Words of my Mouth, and the 
ditations of my Heart, be now, and 
more, acceptable in thy Sight, O 
d, my Strength and my Redeemer. 


Jour converſing daily with the World will be 
Apt to abate your Zeal for Religion, if you do 
keep alive the heavenly Flame, by Prayer, 
ling, and Meditation. The Noiſe and Hurry 
e World is apt to diſcompole and unfit the Mind 
the Duties of Religion. So that the Man of 
neſs, who has any ſerious Thoughts of another 
d, ought more eſpecially to lay hold on all 
ortunities to read the holy Scriptures, to pray 
meditate, which may ſecure him againſt thoſe 
gers he daily converſes with, and which ma 
y him againſt thoſe watchful Enemies that lie 
alt to deſtroy him. For as they who have 
Leiſure 
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Leiſure, ought frequently to receive the holy C 
munion, as the beſt Improvement of their Tin 
ſo they that are engaged in many worldly Af 
ought to come often to the Sacrament, and 
how to ſanctify their Employments. It isn 

Duty, indeed, to provide for yourſelf and Fan 
by Induſtry and Labour; but this muſt not t 
vp all the Vigour of your Mind. You have a his 
and a more noble Part to take care of; In 


vour immortal Suul (worth more than the . 


World.) 


| Upon Friday before the Holy Commun" 


Conſider, O Man, whoever thou art that fin 
againſt God, that thou can'ſt not hope for Par 
without Repentance : Therefore, on this Day lf 
thyſelf to Account, examine your Ways by 
Rule of God's Commandments, and ſearch 1 
every ungodly Deed, condemning yourſelf for) 
paſt Tranſgreſſions; and imploring the Mercy 
your heayenly Father through his well-beloved 5 
Nothing can be of greater Uſe, than for! 
in this State of Danger and Infirmity, frequent) 
call themſelves to a ſtrict Account, comparing 


Actions with the Laws of God; if this Dur 


Self-Examination was duly performed, the Sees 
Vice could not take ſuch deep Root in the Ha 
But many, who get their Bread by the Swen 
their Brows, who are Servants, and cannot d 
mand their own Time, complain they have no 
Opportunity for this Examination: Here the", 
muſt add a Word to the Maſters themſelves. 
need not tell them, that every Maſter of a Fan 
muſt be in fome Meaſure anſwerable for the f 
gious Behaviour of his Family: He is to wv! 
over and inſtruct, and admoniſh, and reprove 
Children and Servants: He is to worſhip 

with them in his Family, and to allow and! 


9 h 
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we them to worſhip God in ſecret by themſelves, 
in the publick Congregation, and particularly 
t e Lord's Table. But if covetous Maſters will 
Ellow their Servants Time for religious Duties, 
Examination may be performed the Sunday be- 
; or by riſing a little fooner, or only a little 
lying down to reſt, he may redeem Time 
bh from his Sleep to enlarge his Devotions, to 
une the State of his Soul, and by the Exerciſe 
Repentance and Thankfulneſs, Faith, Hope, and 
arity, prepare himſelf in the beſt Manner for a 
hy Approach to the Lord's Table. Befides, in 
Fields, or at the Plough, or working at a Trade, 
p may reflect on their Lives paſt, and offer up 
put Ejaculations : But Want of Time is generally 
volous Pretence; for they can find Leiſure for 
(cſs, for reading ill Books, and profane Ballads, 
which corrupt the Mind, and render it averſe 
holy Duties. | | 
herefore make no Excuſes ; but be humbled 
ſorrowful, that you have not conſidered theſe 
gs ſooner : Beg of God, who alone ſearches 
leart, and tries the Reins, to diſcover to you 
She Evils and Deceits of your own Heart, and 
Judge yourſelves here, that vou be not condemned 
ler. 


Humble Supplication for tha 
Virtues and Graces which Rl 
ſpect our Duty to Almigh | 
God, our Neighbours, or 0 
Gloves, 


L'FTA-N TY: 


G OD the Father of Heaven : 
Have Mercy upon me, a miſerable Sn 


O God the Son, Redeemer of Marti 
the Author and Finiſher of our Faith: 
Have Mercy upon me, a miſerable Siuipri 


O God the Holy Ghoſt, the Sancti 
Comforter, and Perfecter of the Faith 
who alone can'ſt guide and affiit me 
my Duty, | 
Have Mercy upon me, a miſerable Siu 
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O God, who preſerveſt me every Mo- 
ment of my Life, from ſad Accidents 

pd Dangers; who haſt redeemed me by 
\ he Death of thy Son, and ſanctifieſt me 
the Grace of thy Holy Spirit; who 
aſt afforded me all the neceſſary Means 
d Helps to Salvation, and haſt prepared 
M elorious Inheritance for me in the King- 
Nm of Heaven: 


ö Have Mercy upon me, @ miſerable Sinner. 
EF 
be preſerved from finning againſt God. 
From Infidelity, and Diſtruſt of thy 
fercy, O God; from murmuring at thy 
Etialings with me; from being impatient 
der thy afflicting Hand, and diſobedi- 
t to thy juſt Commands: 
Good Lord Deliver me. 


© 


ki From indulging evil Thoughts and 
th: ares; from bad Company and Diſ- 
$119Wrie; from taking thy ſacred Name in 
; from miſpending the Lord's Day ; 
Coldneſs, Wanderings, and Indevo- 
in my Prayers: 


Good Lord deliver me, 


ail 
ithl 
mc 
Siuß rom putting off my Repentance from 
y to Day; from reſiſting the good 
I __ Motions 
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| Motions of thy Holy Spirit; from tar; Chi 
[ hearing others blaſpheme, or any va, 


1 diſhonour thy Holy Name: 
| Good Lord deliver ni! 
' | 


. From deſpairing of thy Mercy, 
| I preſuming groundleſly on thy Goodnel 
| going on in a Courſe of Sin, or feai F 
1 Man more than thee, O God; from wiWhe 
14 of Zeal in thy Service, and Cowardicei g 
| not ſtanding up for thee againi{t EvſMnc 
14 Doers: 


God Lord deliver mb 
From Neglect of reading the b 


Scriptures, in order to learn my Dut + It 
from being careleſs and remiſs to hs | 
what I hear or read; from abſenting wiſh 
ſelf from the Lord's Table, or coml 
without a due Preparation of Soul, F. 
neglecting to keep the Promiſes and VI 
I made at thy Altar : Wc 


Good Lord deliver nM” 


Ein 
5 
To be preſerved from ſinning againſt) 


Neighbour. | . e 
From diſhonouring my Parents; fi! 

being refractory and diſobedient to 

lawtul Commands of our Governor 


4 Clu 
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church and State; from being unfaith- 
| in what is committed to my Truſt; 
tom drawing Men into Intemperance or 
her Vices, which may bring upon them 
Diſcaſes or Death : 

Fr ; Good Lord deliver me, 


A\: 
Vi. 


i From Fraud and DIPPEEION. 3 from 
Vil Ibeft, Treachery, or Lying; from Rail- 
el 12 and Slander ; from doing Hurt in any 
ad to my N eighbour : 

Gcod Lord deliver me. 


Ms 1 

From Malice and Revenge; from ill 
Wiſhes and Curſes; from bearing falſe 
bung itneſs to the Hurt, and coveting my 
all leighbour's Goods: 

Wl | Good Lord deliver me. 
mil 

|, W From Ingratitude to thoſe who have 
Voie me Good: from Uncharitableneſs to 
e Poor; from drawing others into Sin 
my Example or Perſuaſion ; from flat- 
Fring them. in their Faults, and not re- 
foving them for their Faults, when I 
Noe Opportunity, or Authority ſo to do, 
hen they do amiſs: 


Good Lord deliver me. 
I 2 To 


＋ Mr 


/: 
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To be preſerved from ſinning again} 
yourſelf. 

From being puffed up with a high Con 

ceit of myſelf on Account of the Good 


either of Nature or Grace; from bein 
lifted up with Pride, or vain Conceits d 


my own Holineſs ; or being intemperateſ 


fond of the vain Applauſe of the World: 
or committing Sin to avoid Reproach fro 
evil Men: 


Good Lord deliver me. 


From Anger and Revenge; from 
immoderate Deſire of Riches or ſenſuf 
Pleaſures; from Diſcontent in my pretefi 
Condition, and envying the Proſperi 


Of Others: 


Cocd Lord deliver m: ; 


From miſpending my precious Tim } 


in Rioting and Drunkenneſs, in ſenſu 
Pleaſure or Idleneſs; from Laſcivioul 
neſs, Luſt, and Fornication ; from ut 
chaſte Songs and filthy Diſcourſe, al 
from idle and lewd Companions : 


Good Lord deliver ni 


From a Neglect of reſiſting Temp! 
tions; from not amending my Life a 
| Cordll 


Nr. 1 


J cording to God's Holy Word; from not 
being careful often to examine the State 

of my Soul; from not growing in Grace, 
and preſſing forward towards the Prize 
Xs bf our high Calling : 


U Good Lord deliver me. 
11 
0 $ PETITIONS for GRACES. 


Ia a miſerable Sinner do beſeech thee to 
Hear me, O Lord God; and that it may 
pleaſe thee to give me hearty Repentancy 
for all the Errors of my Life pat ; 
ork in me a ſincere Reſolution to 3 
ny Life for the Time to come; to have 
Compaſſion on the Infirmities of my 
rail Nature; and in all Dangers, Trials, 
Ind Temptations, to ſtrengthen and re- 
lieve me: 

Ibeſeech thee to hear me, good Lord. 


That I may avoid the Sins I have com- 
hitted heretofore, and perform the Du- 
151 have neglected, that I may keep 
my Vows and Reſolutions of Amend- 
Dent; or if I unhappily ſtart aſide, and 
? Fall ; into Sin, that I may immediately re- 
over, and through thy Grace finally 
Peat down Satan under my Feet: 


Grant, O good Lord. 


pt 
A alk 


f 


M2 That 


| 
* 
j 
! 
{ 
N 
| 
N 
1 
[ 
N 
, 4 
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That it may pleaſe thee to give n. 
ſuch a lively Faith in Chriſt Jeſus; ſuc PP 
a belief of thy Word; and ſuch a Tru“ 
in thy Mercy, as may produce in met Ha 
conſtant Obedience to thy holy Will and th 
Commands: all 


Grant, O good Lord of 


That I may remember and reflect ur. Joy 
on my Saviour's Sufferings, with et 
higheſt Thankfulneſs and Love; and tha 
I may in ſome meaſure be fit to mee], 
him at his holy Table, who, by his pre 7 
cious Death upon the Croſs, did make: 
full Satisfaction for the Sins of the weh 
World: 
f Grant, O good Lord 


Grant, that as this bleſſed Feaſt v 
deſigned to increaſe Love and Chari 
among Chriſtians, I may, according 
my Ability, relieve the Poor and Diſtreticd 5 
forgive my Enemies, render Good io 
Evil, and rndeavour; as much as in m 
lies, to promote the temporal and eterniff 


Welfare of all Men : ; 
1 befeceh thee to hear me, good Lord. 
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„ That it may pleaſe thee to have Mercy 
4 bpon all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and He- 
4 reticꝶs, to take from them all Ignorance, 

Hardneſs of Heart, and Contempt of 
thy Word; and enlighten the Eyes of 
all that fit in Darkneſs, and the Shadow 
4 of Death, and fetch all wandering Souls 
home to thy Flock, that there may be 
oy both in Heaven and upon Earth: 


et 
1nd 


wes 

the | I beſeech thee to hear me, gecd Lord. 
hat 

a}! That it may pleaſe thee to defend and 
. rovide for the fatherleſs . and 


Vidows; and to have Pity on all that 
4 bre afflicted or diſtreſſed in Mind, Body, 
dr Eſtate; giving them Wiſdom to make 
rd, Spiritual Advantage of hat thy Hand 
bath laid upon them : 
4 h I beſeech thee to hear me, good Lord. 
| That it may pleaſe thee to give me 
ve Humility, the Ornament of a meek 
ind quiet Spirit; a Contempt of the 


* World, a Love of Heaven, and heavenly 
1 


- Things: 


I 


Grant, O good Lord. 


77 4 5 


That I may be endued with a Spirit 
1:0 If Temperance and Sobriety, that I may 
7 l 4 uſe 


"_ 
bel 
* 
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uſe thy good Creatures to thoſe Ends i 
which they were deſigned; and not, like bel 
Eſau, prefer a Morſel of Bread befon ler 
thy Bleſſing: That I may hunger ane 
thirſt after Righteouſneſs, and account: 
it Meat and Drink to do thy Will, . 
God: . 
Grant, O goed Lord. Ie 


That J may carefully abſtain from a 
Appearance of Evil; have Grace to own 
my Saviour Chriſt and his Religion, i 
the Midſt of a finful Generation; and by 
a ſober, righteous and godly Life, 1 


adorn my Chriſtian Profeſſion. 1 


Grant, O good Lord. What 


That I may ſtrive manfull y again I 


the Fleſh, the World, and -the Devil; 1 
and preſerve my Soul and Body in Ho © 
lineſs ; and have a Love of thy Honout ; 
and Glory, above all the Riches, Ho- 1 


nours, and Pleaſures of the World: 
I beſeech thee to hear me, good Lord. 


1 
ili 


That under all the Afflictions of thi 


Life, which thou ſendeſt either as a Pu | 
niſhment for my Sins, or for the Trial dl 


my Faith, whether they be Poverty, ae 
nc 
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8 eſs, Reproach, or Slander, I may pa- 
29s ſubmit to thy divine Will: 
Grant, O good Lord. 


0 That my Heart may not be inclined 
to any evil Thing, but that 1 may reſiſt 
4 every wicked Inclination, when it firſt 
ariſes, and not conſent unto it; and that 
Any Soul and Body may be pure and 
tlean, and a fit Habitation for thy holy 
dpirit : 
wh Grant, O good Lord, 


| Since By my Words I ſhall be juſtified, 
and by my Words I ſhall be condemned, 


. ot obſcene Words that may corrupt the 
"þ Mind; no angry or injurious Expreſſions, 
N ; ay proceed out of my Mouth : 


Ho- 
oufſe Grant, O god Lira. 
Lo- t . 
That all my Actions may tend to thy 
„„ onour and Glory, that 1 may perform 
e Duties of divine Worſhip with De- 
tion and Fervour, that J may with 


0 e perform My honeſt Labour, 
al of d Juſtice, love Mercy, and walk bum- 
ck before thee : 


, ESO Fes 
acts, Grant, O good Lord 


hat no profane Swearing nor Curling ; 


1 That 
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That it may pleaſe thee to give us true 
Repentance, before we are overtaken by 
thy Judgments ; to turn to thee with ou 
whole Hearts, with all Lowlineſs ard 
Meekneſs: And do thou of thy graciouſvin 
Goodneſs, ſo make haſte to help us inf 


this World, that we may ever live with f 


thee in the World to come: | ( 
I beſeech thee to hear me, good Lord. Fn 


That I may diligently and faithfully in F 
ſtruct all thoſe whom thy Providence h:Wlac 
committed to my Care [name Cir 
and Servants] that I may uſe my beit E 
deavours, the Lord being my Helper, 1 
{ave the Souls of thoſe for whom Chi 
died; that by thy tender Mercies in Chil 
Jeſus, I with them, and they with m 
may be numbered among thy Saints ! | 
Glory everlaſting : thee, 

Grant, O good Lori te 
ep 

That I may with Honeſty and Di as 
gence perform the Duties of that StatiMre, 
thy Providence hath placed me in, 1 ke, 
ever follow the good Motions oft ou 
holy Spirit; reſiſting the Temptat tons e s 
the Worla, the Fleſh and the Devil, Hon 


Q 
H 


cd 
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ing aſide every Weight, and the Sin that 


epo cafily beſets me: 
1 Grant, O good Lord. 


oO Lamb of God, that takeſt away the 
wins of the World, 
in} Grant me thy Peace. 


| O Lamb of God, that takeſt away the 
n vins of the World, 


? Have Mercy upon me. 


1 0 Lord ſend me Help from thy holy 


be place: 

a : And evermore mightily defend me. 
+ | 

„O Lord fave thy Servant: 

na bo pritteth his Truſt in thee. 

hci 

nx HERE, and to whom can I flee 


ts ! 6 for Soctonr, and Pardon, but to 
dee, O Lord, who art merciful, long 
ring, and abundant in Goodnels 
ping Mercy for Thouſands, and par 
Db ning Iniquity and Sin; vouchſafe X54 
taußgre, O gracious God, for thy Naime's 
1 4 ke, tor thy dear Son's Sake, whom 
ou haſt ſet forth as a Propitiation for 
ons We Sins of the whole World, to look 
„on me with an Eye of Pity and Com- 
| I 6 paſſion, 
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patiion, and b/of cut as a thick Cloud m 
Tranſgreſſions, and as a Cloud my Sins; i 
merciful to my Unrighteouſneſs, and my Sill a 0 
aud Iniquities remember thou no more: Ye 
Lead me to that Repentance unto Sal. 2 
vation not to be repented of, which ma 257 
bear ſome Proportion to the Greatneſs d 
my Offences. O gracious Lord, piyſP! 
cleanſe, and forgive me, for thy Merci 1 ot 
Sake. pt 

Accept, in thy abundant Compaſſion 
my unfeigned Sorrow for all my Sins paſt 
and grant that I may never ſo preſume 
thy Favour, as to deſpiſe the Riches d 
thy Goodneſs ; but that thy Forbearand 
and Long- Suffering may lead me to Re 
pentance and Newneſs of Life, throug 
Jeſus Chriſt, O Lord. 


180 


I AM grieved, O my God, I am grieve 

that 1 ſhould fin againſt thee ; thi 
J, the Work of thy Hands, ſhould i 
againſt thee, my Maker, my Fathe 
and my Judge; that I ſhould have {1 
ned againſt thee, O bleſſed Jeſus, whol 
thou haſt redeemed with thy moſt pre 
ous Blood: that I ſhould have drfil 
the Temple of thy holy Spirit, and fn 
grievouſly againit him who ſanctified m- 
For this, O merciful God, do I grieve a 
INOU 
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ourn, and am ſtill grieved, becauſe I 
Jan grieve no more. 
88 O that my Head were Waters, and my 
-WWycs a Fountain of Tears, that I might 
al L eep bitterly for my Tranſgreſſions! O 
ford, ſoften by thy Grace, and break this 
ard Heart of mine: For thou only canſt 
N it, and melt it into Tears of Contrition. 
cet, alas! all the Tears I can ſhed, can- 

pt waſh away even one of my Sins; how 
ouch leſs then my great and preſumptu- 
at Ws ones! No, 'tis thy Blood alone can 
eit. Thus, therefore inſtead of my 
s en Tears, accept, O heavenly Father, 
and the Blood of thy own well-beloved 
Ren; and for his Sake be merciful unto 


That I had died before my Soul was 

vel drawn aſide from the Paths of Vir- 
>| But, O my God, though I cannot 
dme before thee as an innocent Perſon, 
ht, if my Heart deceives me not, I come 
Pong the Penitents. O bleſſed Spirit 
vho Grace, repair my Weakneſſes, ſubdue 
pred evil Inclinations, confirm my Repen- 
AlWce, enliven my Gratitude, dwell in 
ha Heart by Faith, enlarge my Hopes, 
i miFFrcaſe my Charity: Accept my humble 
e f lincere, tho' imperfect and unworthy 
eu | Ser- 


thy bleſſed Saviour fpeaking thoſe col 


* 
4 
— 
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Service; make Interceſſion for me, and 
ſeal me unto the Day of Redemption, 0 = 
let me continue thine for ever, and Gail 
increaſe in all holy Graces more and more 
until I come to thine everlaſting KinzWpr 
dom, through Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſe 1 
Lord and Saviour. 
Shall I continue in Sin that Grace ma r 
abound ? God forbid : I reſolve O LI I. 
(by the Grace of thy holy Spirit) to tate 
heed unto my Ways, and to love heli * 
above all the Pleaſures and Intereſts « 3 e 
this Life; and becauſe Jam weak of my L 
ſelf and frail, be pleaſed, O Lord, to cone 
firm and ſtrengthen me in theſe goa 
Purpoſes. I do here this Day in thy Pr 
ſence and before the holy Angels, u 
rejoice at the Converſion of a Sinne 
firmly reſolve never to fall again into ti 
Sins I now repent of. 
Lord, I no longer beg for the Enja 
ments of this World; neither Power, n N el 
Honours, nor Riches, nor Pleaturd tra 
No, my God, diſpoſe of theſe fadinee - 
Treaſures, where and to whom tha. 
pleaſeſt. Give me Pardon and Meg. 
Return unto thy Reſt, O my Soul, for tp: 


Lord hath redeemed thee. Hearken 7 


„ 


— 


( 


j pig 
th 


fortable Words ! My Son be of good on 
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L's are forgiven thee, And now, 
hold, my drooping Soul revives, and 
eaks forth into Hymns and Praiſes, and 
k Jallelujahs, for a Mercy I could not hope 
r, becauſe I could not deſerve; for 
2 hich, and all his other Mercies, praiſe 
he Lord. O my Soul, and all that is 
" within me praiſe his holy Name. | 
Let this happy Day, O my God, be 
Þ dted in thy Book; and here upon my 
vie nded Knees, I humbly pray that I may 
Me and die in theſe Reſolutions. 
m Lord hear my Prayer, and let my Cry 
r 1 e unte thee. Amen. 


50 00 


Pl Saturday, add this to your Morning or 
ih Evening Prayer. 


nf} OOK down, O Lord, with thy 
ti wonted Mercy, and heal the An- 
Wiſh of my troubled Breaſt : I tremble 
na d think on my own Folly and Madneſs, 
_ Wen J conſider how treacherouſly I have 
ſurWtrayed my own Soul, and harkened to 
dige a e of the World, the Fleſh, 
tied the Devil, and have thereby drawn 
lern Ruin on my own Head, unleſs thy 
ſpeakable Mercy prevent it. What ſhall 

ay unto thee, O thou that art the Judge 

all the World ? If 1 look up to Heaven, 
"11484 conſider the Majeſty of the great 
_: and 
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and holy God; and from thence tun | 


my Eyes downwards on myſelf, and tak: 


a View of my own Vileneſs, I am ho 


ribly afraid. And yet thou kindly invite 


returning Sinners to come to thy hel 


F R. 


it 


de. 


Table; if I refuſe that gracious Invitation, * 


1 forſake my own Mercy and 1 Bal 1 
but if I come unworthily, I ſhall * 
puniſhed for bringing a polluted Heart t 

ſo pure and heavenly a Feaſt. What hill 
I do, fince Dangers threaten me on boil 


Sides? I will fly to thee, O my Gol 
and that when I approach thy Altar, i 
may be profitable to my Salvation, gi 


me, I beſeech thee, a due Senſe of ties. 
Greatneſs of the heavenly Myſtery, an 


the Excellence of thy Mercy containe 
in it; and then fill my Soul with pur 
Affections, with earneſt Longings, wil 
godly Sorrow, with firm Reſolution 
with profound Rever ence, and ardent D 
votion ; that my Heart may be a cl 


Habitation for my Saviour, ſuch as 
will not diſdain : and that I may go 


this divine Feaſt, with ſuch holy and yi 


vout Affections, chat thou, O my deate 
Saviour, mayſt bid me welcome at th 
Table, and the Food I receive may nol 
riſh and preſerve my Body and Soul 
Life eternal. Amen. 


Sac. 
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0 Sacrament- Day. 


05 Riſe early; and prepare yourſelf lowly and reve- 
N Wntly to meet your bleſſed Saviour at his holy 
F Fable. Think on the ineſtimable Benefits you are 
Ming to receive, with the greateſt Joy and Grati- 
I de. Baniſh from your Heart all vain Thoughts 
" a Cares of this Liſe : Repeat the Ejaculations, and 
1 zur uſual Morning Devotion, as in the Week; to 
ich you may add the Litany, and fill up the Time 
b ch reading the Scriptures, the hole Duty of Man, 
- 18 fome other good Book. | 
al Urnen aſk yourſelf, in the Preſence of God, whe- 


= 


WW you do indeed ſtedfaſtly purpoſe to lead a new 
Ot .X without which *tis the higheſt Preſumption to 
od Wproach the Table of the Lord; and reſolve for 
| oF future, through the Aſſiſtance of divine Grace, 
„lead a ſober, righteous and godly Life, as you 

eng 


10 K the Favour of God, and your eternal 
s. 


any 


nt Prayer on the Morning you communi- 
ate, which may be added to your other 
wil Pevotions. 
Almighty and eternal God, the Au- 
thor of Pardon and Grace, of Life 
| Salvation, have Pity upon me; after 
__— CO Goodneſs, and according to the 
51 litude of thy Mercies, do away mine 
mces, O my God, who delighteſt 
in the Death of a Sinner, and whoſe 
cy is greater than my Sins, let me 
periſh in my Folly, nor be conſumed 
Heavy Diſpleaſure. O gracious and 
loving 
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loving Redeemer, to whom I am na 
approaching with hearty Deſires and ea 
eſt Longings after thy Grace, in thin 
abundant Compaſſion, accept, I me 
humbly beſeech thee, of my unfei2n 
Sorrow for all my paſt Offences ; the ki 
membrance of which is grievous unto Wl 
and the Burthen of them is intollerable. 
merciful Lord, who didſt caſt a 
vourable Eye upon Mary Magda 
Tears, the bitter weeping of Peter, iſ 
the humble Prayers of the poor Public 
accept of this my Humiliation ; confi 
my Reſolutions, and ſeal my Pardaff 
Lord, I repent, pardon thou my Imp 
-nitence. Lord, 1 believe, help thou n 
Unbelef. 
4 Lord, my Heart's Deſire is ſolemt 
to renew the ſacred Vow and Profetii 
made at my Baptiſm, to renounce | 
Vanities of this wicked World, all WM 
finful Luſts of the Fleſh, and the » 
N of the Devil. And it is my {i 
aſt Purpoſe, thy Grace enabling me, 
honour and obey thee, walking hen 
forth before thee, in Holineſs and Rig! 
ouſneſs, all the Days of my Life, throl 
Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord. Amen, 


of 
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I miſerable Sinner am unworthy, even 

0 0 the common' Bleſſings of Life; yet, 
MW God of all Grace, thou art pleaſed to 
rmit me, nay, even to invite me to 
read thy Courts, to come to thy holy 
able, and to feaſt on Angels Food. O 
MI! my Heart with Thoughts of Grati- 
de and Love! for here I may renew 

Wat Covenant, which I have ſo often 

ken; I may get Strength againſt my 
Ws, and be enabled 20 cruciſy the Hleſb, 
ie its Aﬀefions and Lujls, O Lord, 
zu the Senſe of my Unworthineſs always 
:0Fpduce in my Mind lively and laſting 
niknowledgments of thy infinite Good- 
Ws, that I may continue to ſhew forth 


\ Praiſe in the ſteady Courſe of a fruit- 
, thankful, and obedient Life, through 
us Chriſt, my Lord. Amen. 


fter this you may, without Scruple, go about 
tever Buſineſs your Station in the Family makes 
llary, and ſpend ſo much time in Drefling, as 
you may appear neat and clean, though never 
dorly dreſſed. And you need not expoſe your- 
o the Danger of Sickneſs, or any other Incon- 
ency, by total Abſtinence ; but without being 
in ſuch Matters, may take ſuch a moderate 

kfaſt, as will keep up your Spirits under the 
th and Fervour of your Devotions. . 
ill the happy Hour of receiving, be upon your 
d; let no criminal Thought, Word, or Deed, 

dulged. In order to which, avoid every F | 
: that 
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that may indiſpoſe your Mind for Devotion, but | c 


very careful to keep yourſelf in ſuch a heavigh 9 

Frame of Mind, «as may, in ſome meaſure, qui 

you to meet your Saviour. 1 
Be ſure you be at Church before Prayers bei 


Be very intent upon each Part of thoſe grave, uf 


tional, and affecting Prayers, which are then off 
up to Almighty God. 


© «@& 


Sermon. 


* We = "Pf — 
— 
1 


_— 


In hearing God's Word, apply the general | 
monitions, and Exhortations, and Reproofs tot 
own Soul, 

When the Sermon is ended, endeavour to ct 
poſe your Thoughts, and raiſe your Affection 
a devout Attendance on the ſucceeding Sacrame! 
Service; let not the Thoughts of this World. 
terrupt you in the ſacred Ordinance. Let G 
unſpeakable Goodneſs to poor, miſerable, {i 
Worms, inflame your cold Heart with holy L 
Conſider how chaſte thoſe Perſons ſhould be, 


98 Bs 


2 


9 „ 


W 


| 
approach the Altar of the God of Purity; con n 
how clean thoſe Hands ſhould be, which pri. 
to take and eat of the Bread of Heaven: How 
venly that Soul, which aſpires to an Union wii Wn 
Lord Jeſus. at 
T2 . 
O Lord help me to approach theſe Mel 
Myſteries with Fear and Revere « 
deep Humility and ardent Devoußgee 
With an Heart full of Faith and Lo : 

ſenſible of thy infinite Goodneſs in ſ 
ing thy Son to die for me; and off. 
inexpreſſible Love in Undertaking Wl 


Acc 
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W ecompliſhing the great Work of Man's 


dem ption. Amen. 


1 been you go to the Altar, meekly kneeling 
upon your Knees ſay, 


WSSIST me, O Lord, with thy Holy 
Spirit in the Performance of this 
evenly Duty. O touch my Heart with 
ch an Awe of thy Preſence, as may fix 

Vandering Thoughts, compoſe my 

uly Paſſions, and raiſe in my Breaſt 
h longing Deſires of being made con- 
mable to thy holy Will and Pleaſure, 
may transform me into thy divine 
age, and fix me to continue thy faith- 
Servant, all the remaining Days of my 
e; raiſe up my cold Deſires, that I may 
| | the Power, and taſte the Sweetnelo of 
heavenly Feaſt. 
) may the Senſe of my Saviour's Suf- 
ngs inflame my Soul with Gratitude 
hy him, and powerfully incline my 
to bewail and abhor thoſe Sins 
t ch occaſion'd his Sorrows, | 
come, Lord, to offer thee the Sa- 
ce of Praiſe and Thankſgiving ; to 
and adore thee, the God of my 
For Thou art worthy, O Lord, 
ecerve Glory, and Honour, and Pow | 
od thou baſt created all J W * 
an 


— ——ẽ— ß — — — 


compleat, rational, and affecting, than the whi 


poor Widow's two Mites were preferred to the rich 


the Glory, Bleſſed Jeſu, as thou d 
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and for thy Pleaſure they are and un 


created. 
Where will you find any Form of Devotion mo 
Communion Service? It carries along with it, ll 


much of the primitive Simplicity, Gravity, a 
Piety, that it cannot well be excelled; 


lib! 
The Sentences which begin the Service arc at 
ſuaſives to Charity, which is eſpecially to be ſheniiiWe 


at this Time, when we remember the infinite Gf 
neſs of our Saviour towards us; whe from ü 
Throne of Glory, where Angels adore him, & 
ſcended on this Earth, and ſubmitted to die upon ti 
Croſs, only to fave us from the bottomleſs Pit, x 
open the Gates of Heaven to all Believers. 
Theſe Oblations are to relieve poor help 
Children, deſolate Widows, and otter diftiel 
Objects. But if you are Poor, and cannot guet 
you would, take Notice that the Alms collec! What 
the Sacrament, are Matter not of Neceflity, but 
Free Gift, and every one is to give only acco:0iis 
to his Ability, and as God hath enabled him. 


Offerings of the Wealthy. And he that has "8 
thing at all to give, is invited freely to parti 
of the ſpiritual Bleſſings, without Money and with 
Price. F 

Be very attentive, and make a ſhort Mediti 
upon each Sentence. 8 


When you make your Offering. 


ALL I have comes from thy Boum 
X O Lord, and to thy holy Name 


accept the poor Widow's Mite, be plea 


graciol 
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Naciouſly to accept this Offering from thy 
Woworthy Servant. 


4 


pile the Exhortation is reading, attend with great 
krerence to the Bleſſings which are promiſed to all 
cy Communicants. 
Repeat the Confeſſion in the humbleſt Poſture, 
Wibly ſaying the Words after the Miniſter, with 
Wet Sorrow of Heart. Recollect the Sins you 
e been guilty of their ſeveral Aggravations 
as ſinning againſt the frequent Admonitions 


Conſcience perhaps, after repeated Vows, 
| Promiſes of Amendment made to God pri- 


ely, and in this ſacred Place, &c. For, indeed, 
the Confeſſion of our Sins be not attended with 
rere Compunction of Heart, and with real Pur- 
e of Reformation, it will be only like ſounding 
6, or a tinkving Cymbal, and will therefore pro- 
s nothing. 1 believe there never was, in any 
nan W ritings, ſo re + full and pathetick a Form 


onfeſſion; and the Sinner mult be hardened, if 
$ not touched and moved by it. ries 


Abſolution. 


de ſilent, attentive, and in an humble Poſture, 
En the Abſolution is pronounced; and earneſtly 
of God, that he would be pleaſed to confirm in. 
Wen, what his Miniſter declares on Earth. 

f 


Sentences. 


hen the following Sentences are read, make 
> ſhort and devout Reflections on them; as when 


laid, Come unto me, all ye that labour, &c. ſay 
7 hen 


o 


I come 
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J Come, © bleſſed Jeſus, T come . 
| 1 thee: The Weight of my Sins f 
deed ſinks me down; but, Lord, theo: 


comfortable Words bring Joy to g 
Soul overwhelmed with Grief, Sc. 


And ſo on all the reſt, 


When the Miniſter ſays, Lift up your Hearts, u 
ſtrive to forget all worldly Things, and ſee that ji 


ſpeak Truth, when you anſwer, ie lift them up u 
the Lord. 

Let your Heart go along with every Word off 
Conſecration, fix your Eyes upon the Element 
and while the Miniſter orders the Bread and W]. 
pray after this Manner : y 


END thy Holy Spirit, O Lord, 

our Hearts, to cleanſe and ſand 
us throughout in Soul and Body, tt: 
together with theſe conſecrated Elemeq; 
of Bread and Wine now offered uM. 
thee, we may receive thoſe inward Gra 
and Bleſſings they were appointed 
convey, and be wathed in that Fountaf 
which thou haſt opened for Sin, and 
Uncleanneſs. 


When you fee the Bread broken, ſay, 
J. HOU art, O bleſſed Jeſu ! the t! 


. 
1 
, 1 


living and life-giving Bread h 
came down from Heaven; O may 
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| 1 eat of this Bread, may we ſo partake 
f the Fruits of thy Paſſion, as to live 
or ever. 


When the Wine is poured out. 


HUS, O my Soul, was the moſt pre- 
{+ cious Blood of thy crucified Saviour 
doured forth. Had not his Blood been 
"Wd, there had been no Remiſſion of 
ins, bleſſed be God, who is rich in 

Mercy, for giving us this Covenant of 
Feace, 


f i 
ent 


After the Conſecration. 


Vin 
1 Eternal God, grant that the all-tut- 
ficient Merits of my dear Redeemer 
ay plead effectually for the Pardon of 
| my Sins. I adore thee, O bleſſed 


0 kſus, who didſt endure the painful 
* Path of the Croſs, to deliver lan- 
a Ind from endleſs Miſery y; therefore, 


ith all the Powers of my Soul, I love 
dd praiſe thee for theſe ſtupendous 
pVOUrs, 

$0 Lamb of God, that takefl. away the 
Wis of the World, have Mercy upon me. 
0 Lamb of God, that takeſt away the 
jus of the World, grant me thy Peace. 


nen, 


K While 


b 
then into my Heart, O bleſſed Ji * 
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While the Miniſten receives in both Kind 
himfelf. 
Let me receive theſe ſanctified Ele 
— ments of Bread and Wine, with Pu. 
rity and Thankſgiving. Welcome, deaf 
Signs of my Saviour's ſpiritual Preſence; 
Welcome, ſure Pledges of his Love, ani 
my own Happineſs; O that I was a wo 
thy Gueſt at this divine Feaſt ! Holy 1® 
ſu! ſpeak the Word only, and I ſhall He 
clean; and be meet to receive the con ( 
crated Elements. 
Although my Heart be not worth 
to receive ſo divine a Gueſt ; yet thy Pen 
ſence, Lord, can make it worthy. Ent 
cleanſe it from all Filthinefs of Fleſi an $ 
Spirit, and dwell therein for ever. An. 
Amen, 8 


Before you receive the conſecrated Brea. ? 


Lord, I am not worthy thou ſhould 

enter under my Roof; but, LoL 
be merciful to me a Sinner. O be 08M 
cious unto thy Servant, come and abi c 
wich me, thou blefſed Author and He 
niſher of our Faith! and powerfully ſuif ke 


port me in all Temptations, 
4 Th 
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| | Thou haſt ſaid, He that eateth thy 
I. and drinketh thy Blood, hath eter- 
5 / Life: Behold the Servant of the Lord, 


e it unto me according to thy Mord. 
u- 


* 
ul 


At receiving of the Bread.“ 
Eat this Bread, My Lord and God, 


in Remembrance of thy wonderful 
Love towards Mankind, and with an en- 
de Truſt in the Merits of thy Death. 

O Lamb of God, that waſt ſlain for 
the Sins of the World, have Mercy upon 
ne; by thy crucify' d Body deliver me 
D., torn this Body of Death. 


Wis 
ni 
ci . Mind here fervently (but filently) to join with 
" We Miniſter, when he addreſſes you in thoſe pathe- 
© Words, The Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 
111: * Blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 


1 
0 


0 


. 


F Aſter receiving the Bread. 


" f LL Love, all Glory be to thee, O 


Lord, who feedeſt me with the Bread 
Life. 


Make me a Partaker of the Virtue of | 
y crucified Body. . 
I offer to thee my Soul and Body. O 
ke them fit for thy Service. 


K2 1 8 5 Before 


»uld 
Loft 
- uy - 
a bid 
d F 
y {y 


Th 
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Before you receive the Cup. 


Will receive the Cup of Salvation, ani 
call upon the Name of the Lord. I wil 


ratify my Vows with this Blood of th: 
new Covenant, and engage myſelf to H 


eternally thine, O God! 

O confirm, O eſtabliſh my preſent gou 
Reſolutions; let me never again pollut 
this Body and Soul, which thou haſt 1. 
deemed, Bleſſed is he who eateth ent 


drinketh ſacramentally in thy mY 5 


of Grace here; he ſhall fit down and 


feaſt with thee in thy Kingdom of Glen | 


hereafter. Amen, Amen. 


At the receiving of the Cup. 
O Saviour of the World, who by 1 
| recious 


Blood haſt 8 me , 


ſave me and help me, I umb befccd 
thee, O Lord. 


After the Cup. 


rate ; that being delivered from the Te 


rors of Guilt and Wrath, 7 may er 


thee without Fear, in 7 a 


Holineſs all the Days of my Life, 4 


Ty to the Precepts 45 thy Gol 
wi 


x 


an 
he 


h 
$i 


L RD, waſh me from my Sins tha | 


that Blood which I here commenq; 


. 
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which thou haſt inforced by thy holy 


Example, and ſealed by thy meritorious 
Jufferings. Amen. 


x AY the Blood of Chriſt, who through 
| the efernal Spirit offered himpelf 
without Spot to God, purge my Conſcience 
from dead Works to ſerve the living God. 
O Lord, I beſeech thee, deliver my 
Poul; let me be waſhed and cleanſed in 
be Blood of the Lamb, which was {lain 
rom the Foundation of the World. 
WW Blefing and Honour, Thankſgiving and 
Praiſe, be unto thee, O Lord, that thou 
haſt been pleaſed to admit me to theſe 
holy Myſteries ; that thou haſt vouchſafed 
fo feed me a Sinner, thy unworthy Ser- 
meant, with the ſpiritual Nouriſhment of 
ce Body and Blood of thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt. Grant, O Lord, that this holy 


bacrament may never turn to my Con- 


gemnation ; but that it may be Health 
thunder my Weakneſſes; Safety againſt my 
emWiritual Adverſaries; Strength to my holy 
TefWeloiutions; Comfort under all Calami- 
es; and procure for me Pardon and 
„ orgiveneſs in this Life; Mercy and Fa- 
or at the Day of Judgment; and a 
zolggever-fading Crown of Glory in the King- 
vw hem of Heaven. Amen. 
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Have deſerved to drink of the Cup af!“ 
Trembling and Aſtoniſhment, and D. 
thou, Lord, of thy Goodneſs, hath vouch- 
ſafed me the Cup of Salvation. O my p, 
Lord, by what ſtrong and powerful Ties 
haſt thou engaged my Heart this Day to 
imitate thee in thy Graces, in thy Meek— C 
neſs, in thy Patience, in thy Humility, 
in thy Charity, in thy Contempt of th ho 
World, and in thy Heavenly-mindedneſs ] co 
My Heart is fixed, O God, my Heart iI 
fixed; I will Jing and give Praiſe. Here, Da 
at thy Altar, I promile Obedience to thy S0 
Laws; O be thou my Helper ! Aſſiſt me, th; 
uphold me with. thy free Spirit; O Lord, 
increaſe my Faith, my Hope, my Love, HH 
my Charity: Make my Soul a Tempfleſ fin, 
of the Holy Ghoſt. Come, bleſſed Spirii the 
come and dwell in me for ever! Amen eve 
Amen. Or. 
For all theſe ſtupendous and unde Pre 
ſerved Mercies now vouchſafed me, ali to 
Glory be to thee, O God the Father; al 4 
Glory be to thee, O God the Son; aſe 
Glory be to thee, O God the Holy Ghoſiſ 
Let Heaven and Earth, Men 1 an dor 
Angels above, join their Praiſes, and fayW-ct 
Amen, Hallelujah, ac 


la! 
li 


SACRAMENT. 199 


If the Communion is large, fill up your Time 
with ſome "Thoughts on ſuch Parts of the Service, 


f Las will warm your Affections, and raiſe a Spirit of 
d Devotion in your Breaſt, 

* 

Pray for your Fellow-Chriſtians that are 
E preſent, 

to 

k- 0 Almighty God, grant that all we, 
ty, who have been Partakers of this 


kf holy Communion, may lead Lives ac- 
ſs, cording to thy heavenly Will in all 
5 Things; keeping our Bodies undefiled, as 
rea fit Habitation for thy Spirit, that our 


hyſSouls may enjoy the ſaving Benefits of 


ne, thy Paſſion. 

rc Bleſſed are they who dwell in thy 
ve, Houſe, O Lord. Shower down the B! ei- 
plef ings of thy Grace upon us here before 
ritt thee, and all thy faithful People, where- 
eng ever elſe aſſembled to celebrate this ſacred 
Ordinance. Give us at all Times due 
de · Preparation of Soul for a worthy Approach 
alf to thy holy Table: And do thou Pardon 
algEvery one, that prepareth his Heart to 
all geek the Lord, the Lord God of his 
oftÞFathers, though he be not cleanſed ac- 
andording to the Purification of the Sanctuary. 
fayſW-ct none that are Partakers of this holy 
dacrament be found miſſing at the Right 
and of Chriſt, another Day, We have 
K 4 all 
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all now taſted and ſeen how gracious the 
Lord is, for he hath heard our Pray cn, 
and granted our Requeſts, and redecmed 
us from the Slavery of Sin and Death. 
O let not our good Reſolutions paſs away 
as the Morning Cloud. Direct and guide 
us, O Lord, with thy Holy Spirit, that 


we may continue thine for ever, and dai 
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encreale in all Chriſtian Graces more ani 
more, until we come to thine everlaftins 


Kingdom. 


Naw unto him that loved us, and wajlelf 
from our Sins in his Blood, and ta 
made us Kings and Prieſis unto God, and 
his Father, to him be Glory and Domini, 


us 


for ever and ever. Amen. 


Then return Home rejoicing, and praiſing God. 


and ſay, 


Hallelujah, Salvation be unto our Ged. 
and to the Lamb fer ever, Amen. 
Bless the Lord, O my Soul, and all that 
is within me bleſs his Holy Name, 


not all his Benefits. 


 bealeth all thy Diſeaſes. 

Who redeemeth thy Life from Deſtruc- 
tion, and crowneth thee with Mercy and 
Loving-kinanefs, ; 
Loi 


Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and fort 


Who forgiveth all thine Iniquities; v 4 


N.. 


T woill ng unto the Lord as long as J 


e will ing Praiſe unto my God, while 
[ have my Being. 


e When you are returned Home, retire, if you have 
Opportunity, and ofter up this Prayer. 


F [ ORD, I am not worthy of that daily 
Bread, which ſuſtains the Body ; but 
thou haſt made me Partaker of the Bread 
of Life, which came down from Heaven, 
land nouriſheth the Soul; and of which, 
bee e eateth, ſhall live for ever. How 
many, O Lord, turn a deaf Ear to al} 
the preſſing Exhortations of thy Mini- 
ters; and being influenced by the Cares, 
and Riches, and Pleaſures of Life, when 

och Fhey are invited refuſe to come. How 
many pious and devout Souls are deprived 
the bleſſed Advantage of this higheſt 
and moſt folemn Act of Religion? And 
mow many ſincere and faithful Chriſtians 


Wears, ſo that they dare not venture to 
partake of the holy Myſteries? What 
Thanks therefore, moſt gracions God, 
an I return unto thy divine Majeſty, for 
mpreſſing a Senſe of this Duty upon my 
ind, and for that Strength and Power 
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whereby thou haſt in ſome Meaſure en- 


abled me to perform it. 


LORY be to thee, O Lord God, 


for theſe freſh Supplies of Grace I 
have received at thy Altar. Glory be 
to thee for thoſe comfortable Aſſurances Þþ 
thou haſt given me of Pardon and For- 
giveneſs. Glory be to thee, O LoidÞp 
God Almighty, for that Peace and Quiet 
thou haſt reſtored to my Soul; for thoſe 
Reſolutions thou haſt wrought in me, 


to perſevere in thy Service to the End 
ef my Life. Grant, O Lord, that | 
may walk worthy of thoſe Favours, 


Lord. 
of the Shadow of Death, through thi: 


more. JAmen. 


G 


REAT, unſpeakably great, is th 


Day honoured me with the higheſt Pri 
| vilege: 


and live as becomes the Redeemed of tl: 
Lead me, O Lord, through the Valley 


howling Wilderneſs of Sorrow and Dan- 
gers, and conduct me by the Ways ol 
Peace and Holineſs to my heavenly Coun yi 
try, the Land of Promiſe, and at lengti 
admit me into thy Preſence, where there 
is Fulneſs of Joy, and Pleaſures for everÞ 


Favour to me, O Lord, who haſt thi 
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vileges. Thou haſt fed me with the 
ſpiritual Food of the moſt precious Body 
and Blood of thy Son, our Saviour Jeſus 

| W Chriſt. 
| Bleſſing and Honour, Glory and Power, 
be unto him who ſitteth upon the 
Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and 
ever; for he was ſlain, and has redeemed 
us with his Blood, Hallelujah, Salva- 
| tion is of the Lord. Thanks be to God, 
| for this his unſpeakable Gift in Chriſt 
| Jeſus our Lord. I have taſted, and ſeen 
| this Day, that the Lord is gracious, and 
that his Mercy endureth for ever. O 
| truſt in him, all ye his People; rejoice 
and ſhew yourſelves glad in the Lord; for 
it becometh all thoſe whom he hath re- 
lley deemed to be thankful, I was unwor- 
th thy to gather up the Crumbs under his 
an Table; and yet, O inexpreſſible Conde- 
oi ſcenſion, O ineſtimable Mercy ! my Sa- 
dun- viour hath placed me among his Chil- 
dren; fed me with the Bread of Life; and 
ſatisfied my Soul as it were with Marrow 
and Fatneſs. 8 
And now, dear Lord, fince I am bought 
with a Price; even with the invaluable 
We rice of thine own moſt precious Blood; 
MO let me not loſe what is purchaſed for 
me, by turning aſide unto Wickedneſs. 
K 6 | Alas! 
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Alas! I ſuſpet my own Weakneſe; | 
fear, I ſadly fear the Power cf Satan: 
Therefore I do earneſtly intreat thee, 0 
divine Spirit, not to leave me to myſelf, 
and my own deceitful Heart, but uphold 
me by thy mighty Aid. 

Protect and defend me againſt all 
Temptations, which are apt to enſnare 
my deceitful Heart, and may cauſe me to 
violate the Promiſe I have made. Give 


me Grace, that I may not any more defile Þ; 
that Soul which the Blood of Chriſt hath Þþ 


waſhed ; and let not the Pleaſures of the 


World any more prevail upon me to 
tranſgreſs thy holy Laws. O Lord, ſub- 


due my Corruptions, heal my Backſlid— 
ings, and increaſe my Charity ; that fix- 
ing my Thoughts upon the great Advan- 
tage of leading a godly Life, I may 


grow in Grace, and be rich in good Works. 


Thus ſhall I, guided by thy Providence, 
and aſſiſted by thy Holy Spirit, at lait Þ 
arrive at the End of my Hope; and by 
being faithful unto Death, receive a Crown Þ 
of Life in thy glorious Kingdom here- 
after, through Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord, 


Amen, 


Our Father, &c, 


God 
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God the Father bleſs me ; God the 
Jon defend me; God the Holy Ghoſt 
preſerve and keep me, and be with me 
now, and for evermore. Amen. 


O how happy is the State of that Man! how 
ſweetly and how ſecurely will he live] whoſe Un- 
righteouſneſs is forgiven, and whoſe Sin is covered. 
touch a one may go about his worldly Affairs with 
a quiet Conſcience; and at all Times, and in all 
Places, ſafely reſt in the Boſom of Providence. If 
eit ſhould pleaſe God, for the Trial of his Faith, 
cho exerciſe him with Troubles, ſtill his Conſcience 
will ſpeak Comfort to him, and bid him not fear 
tany III. Let profligate bold Sinners ſay and do 
to Was they think fit, what is that to you? Do you 
b- follow God; follow the Way that leads to ever- 
d-leſtng Life. That you may do this, learn what 


ito do. 
X- 
1 After receiving the holy Sacrament. 
ks, 


It is melancholy to obſerve, that too many Per- 
ce, ſons, after they have been at the Lord's Table, 
aſt Fre not watchful to maintain and keep up that ſpi- 
by! itual Frame of Heart which they had got, and 
J brought from the ſacred Ordinance : Whereby their 
n Chriſtian Graces languiſh and die, and they them- 
re- {elves fall back again into their former Sins. But 
rd, Pemember, O Chriſtian, that all is not over as ſoon 
you have received. The Graces which you ex- 
rciſed at the holy Table, are to be practiſed thro" 

he whole Courſe of your Life. And Jet this aw- 

ul Truth be ever uppermoſt in your Mind, that 

od here is no ſtanding ſtill in Chriſtianity ; And that 
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if you go not forward, you certainly go backward: 
And how fad muſt be the Cafe of that Man, who, 
after he has taſted the good Word of God, and 
the Powers of the World to come, yet falls away 
again, returning like a Dog to his Vomit ; and ſhame- 
fully yielding to thoſe very Sins which he ſo Jately, 
and in fo folemn a Manner, renounced. I ſpeak 
not of the common Frailties and Infirmities of hu- 
man Nature, as the firſt Motions of Paſlion, &. 
but I mean groſs Sins; as Injuſtice, Uncleannelz, 
Drunkenneſs, profane Curling and Swearing, Sab. 
bath-breaking, and daily Indevotion. Not that 
any one of theſe great Sins is unpardonable, and 
what will not be forgiven upon true Repentance; 
but it is a great Aggravation of Sin to relapſe into 
our former evil Courſes, after Vows of Obedience 
made at the Altar, and after we have been waſhe( 
in our Saviour's Blood. In order to keep yourſel! 
pure and undefiled, avoid ill Company as you wou 
the Plague. Ungodly Men may call you preciſe, 
and deſpiſe and ridicule you for leading an holy 
Life; but remember that God, your Conſcience | 
and all good Men, will praiſe and eſteem you. 
"Therefore, as you are now made a new Creature, 
chuſe new Company, take new Courſes, and be- 
come anew Man. | | 

If you deſpiſe the Blood of Chriſt, or contemnÞ 
the Mercy of the Goſpel by a profane Life, you 
Portion will be with Judas, who betrayed Chriſt; 
with the Scribes and Phariſees, who crucified him. 
Therefore, if you have any Regard for the Salva 
tion of your Soul, any Love of God ſhed abroad 
in your Heart, any Gratitude, or Affections for you 
blefled Redeemer, walk as becometh his Golpel, 
love him with your Heart, praiſe him with you 
Tongue, and glorify him in your Life. 

If the great Deceiver ſhall offer you any uns 
lawful Pleaſure or Profit, ſay, Get thee behind mt, 


Satan; 
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: Satan; I have been lately at the Sacrament, and 
there have promiſed and vowed to fear God, and 
| keep his righteous Laws. Forget not your Morn- 
ing and Evening Prayers; be often thinking upon 
Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell; fear God 
and keep his Commandments, and patiently wait 
for the Coming of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt: Remembering always for your Comfort, 
that the higher you riſe in Piety here, the higher 
. of Glory ſhall you have in Heaven here- 
Alter. 


ciſe, 
holy 
nee, 
you. 
ure, 


be- 


em 
your 
riſt; ! 
him. 
alva- 
"road 
yout 
ipeh 
youl 


uns 
me, 
Man; 
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SCE: 
D'LRECTIO:NS 


IN 


Time of Sickneſs. 


JaMEs v. 16. 


Pray one for another, that ye may be 


healed : The fefual forvent Prayer if 


a righteous Man availeth much, 


MEDITATION. 


EAR Diſeaſe, Sickneſs and Infif- 
mity, gives the Soul Warning to pre- 

pare for Death. O how true is the Say-{a 

ing of that holy Man 75, that faithful 


Servant of God, that noble Pattern of 
an unwearied Patience and Reſignation 


to the divine Will; Man that is born f. 
Weiman, is of few Days, and full of Trouble, 
He cometh forth like a Flower, and i 
cut down: He fleeth ally as a Shadcu, 
and continueth not, A Cold, a Surfeit, 

2 ſoul 


Ser e 


foul Blood, and unwholeſome Diet: Ad- 
vice taken too late, or improper Phyſick: 
Theſe we think to be the Cauſes of our 
Indiſpoſition. All this may be true, but 
we are to look higher, There is a Hand 
above, that permits all theſe Things, 7hat 
kills the Strong, and ſaves the Weak ; that 
bringeth one Man down to the Chambers 

of the Grave, and recovers another, be- 
Pond all Hopes, from the moſt deſperate 
Diſeaſe, O my Soul, take Notice of the 
Finger of God in all this: It is he, with 

3 whom the Lives of his Servants are ex- 
of ceeding precious; it is he, in 29e Sig 
the Hairs of cur Heads are all number- 

ed, This Thought will diſpoſe thee to 
. O Lord, I conſider, that great is thy 
Power; therefore impenitent Sinners muſt 
fread the Effects of thy Anger: That 
fit-Npreat is thy Goodneſe, therefore may good 
re- Men ſweetly enjoy themſelves under the 
ay-Favour of a reconciled God: That thy 
ul Wiſdom is infinite; therefore ought we 
| offÞ\umbly to ſubmit ourſelves to thy at- 
tion ſting Hand: That thy Juſtice will not 
;/ dMpare the Guilty, and therefore our chief 
l Concern ſhould be to obtain a Pardon for 
4 iFWboſe Sins, which have juſtly provoked 
Joby heavy Diſpleaſure. Lord, I am ſen- 
feit vie of thy great Goodneſs, and Loving- 
. kindneſs, 
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kindneſs, and therefore deſire to be 
patient under my preſent Sufferings. For, 
though my Pains are ſomewhat gricvou 
to Fleſh and Blood, yet I am certain they 
are ordained to excellent and heavenly 
Purpoſes ; and that it is ot of pure Kind 
neſs to my Soul that J am afflifted. Divine 
Providence, it Il am not wanting to 
mylelf, will make all Things work to- 
gether for my Good: Let me not think it 
ſtrange that God chaſtens and afflicts the Hun 
Children of Men; is it not a Mark off 

his Favour to viſit us with Sickneſs, ini 
order to reclaim us? Be patient then 
under his fatherly Correction ; nay, be 
thankful for it. If the Means uſed for Car 
my Eaſe and Recovery ſucceed, to GodWic 
alone will I give the Praiſe and Glory. ItÞ®" 
they fail, I will humble myſelf under hi 
mighty Hand, and ſay, O Lord, the 
Will be done! Happy ſhall I be, if the le. 
Pains and Infirmities of my Body ſhall be 
ſanctified, through divine Grace, to the $ 
ſaving of my Soul. dick 


Almighty God, who diſpenſeth Sickneſs and he 
Health, is often pleaſed to aMi the Body with ſome eu 
Diſeaſe, that it may breed in us a deep Senſe, hour) 
Frail and Uncertain our Condition is in this World, WV 
and that we have no Security for a Day's Con. lf 
tinuance any longer therein. Do you then, 0 | 
plous Chriſtian, when viſited with neſs, . r 

| elp 


SICKNESS, 211 


Help to the great Phyſician of Body and Soul. It 
js he alone that can uphold and comfort your diſeaſed 
Body, or troubled Mind; it is he alone can relieve 
us you; to him, therefore, do you apply for Relief. 
en Receive, with all due Submiſhon and 'Thankfulneſs, 
| whatever comes from his Hand ; and believe that to 
de beſt for you, which infinite Wiſdom allots. 
d. When a Diſtemper firſt ſeizeth you, no Time is 
ine Mito be loſt : Make your Will, to prevent Contention ; 
oy your Debts; make Reſtitution of Goods un- 
lawfully gotten, and reconcile yourſelf to all that 
to- ou may have offended. If you have hitherto neg- 
x 1t FWected making your Will, it is fit it ſhould be done 
he inmediately. Wiſe Men ſettle all their Affairs in 
their Health. You muſt not injure Wife or Chil- 
Aren, or Relations; nor defraud your Creditors; for 
IN Wi your laſt act be unjuſt, you can never repent 
of it; and then what a fearful Doom is to be ex- 
ected : If you have been charitable in your Life- 
ime, the Remembrance of what, in Obedience to 
hriſt, you have beſtowed upon the Fatherleſs and 
idows, or in any other uſeful Charity, will be of 


[{{-omfort to you. Alms given for Chriſt's Sake, 
* ill be had in Remembrance before God, and en- 
ail a Bleſſing on your ſurviving Family: And now 
thy ſpecially' are you to ſhew Mercy, ſince you defire 
the Mercy of God. Let this excite your Charity to 
bdePthers that are in Miſery and Diftreſs ; that the 
* nerciful Lord may take Pity upon you. 


Send for your Miniſter, at the beginning of your 
diekneſs, and open to him the State of your Soul, 
* that he may the better be enabled to acquaint you 
rat Meaſures muſt be taken by you, to make 
our Peace with God. And though a private Friend 
ay adviſe, and pray privately for you, and with 


ou, in your Sickneſs, yet you cannot promiſe your- 
on- lf ſo good Aſſiſtance, and ſo much Comfort from 
Os Prayers as your Miniſter's, becauſe he is the very 
fol | Perſon, 
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Perſon God has choſen for this Employment. UH: 
will adviſe you for the beſt, and inſtruct you what 
muſt be done, to ſet your Soul in order, and hae () 
your Pardon ſealed in Heaven, before vou go hence 
and are no more ſeen. Do this before your SenſsMhwitt 
are taken from you, and your Diſeaſe robs you d 
your Underſtanding and Memory. Be not ſo ig- 
norant and foolith, as the greateſt Port of the Coun: 
try People are, who look on the Miniſter, in the 
Time of Sickneſs, as the certain Forerunner d 
Death. It is the Fault of Thouſands, that they put 
off the great Work of Repentance till the laſt, and 
when it is to little or no Purpoſe, the Min iſter is 
called for in a great Hurry, and a few Prayers are 
ſaid over the Sick; but alas! is not this Death-Bed 
Repentance very uncomfortable, and not ſo c«- 
tainly available to Salvation? JYhen the wicked Man 
turns away from his WWickedneſs which he hath con. 
mitted, and doth that which is lawful and right, wel 
know aſſuredly, he ſhall ſave his Soul alive, But! 
have never met with a like Promiſe to him that has 
lived wickcdly all his Life, and only laments ander 
concemns his Folly, and promiſes an Amendment 
when he comes to die. God may, and I charitaby _ 
hope he will, extend his Pity to all ſuch as are truly * 
convinced, though at the very laſt, of the Evil d Lit 
their Doings, and unfeignedly reſolve upon a Retor-ſqu: 
mation, ſo far as he ſhall enable them for it. But 
am not now fpeakinz of what God may do, but 
what he has told us he will Co, and what we may 
certainly depend upon. Bring forth, therefore, 
Fruits meet for Repentance, and let every one thi 
nameth the Name of Chrijt, and pretends to be hi 
Diſciple and Servant, depart from all Iniguity. Ii 
is the certain and the only Way to pleaſe God, and 
to be for ever happy in the Enjoyment of him. (/ 
that Men were wiſe, that they underſloid this, tl 
they weuld conſider their latter End. | A 
70 
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1 Pray when you are Sick. 
l Moſt bleſſed and gracious God, who 
© only canit heal the Sick, look down 


«with Pity on me, thy moſt unworthy 
Creature, who am but ſinful Duſt and 
ſhes. I moſt humbly beſeech thee, for 
Jelus Chriſt his Sake, to accept of my 
unfeigned Sorrow for all my Sins palt, 
Enter not into Judgment with thy Ser- 
vant, O Lord, for in thy Sigizt ſhall no 
ae Man living be juſtified. Be pleaſed in 
Mercy to grant me a longer Continuance 
hin this World, that I may have more 
Time to work out my Salvation, and do 
more Good in the World, than I forrow- 
bfſſvlly own and lament, I have hitherto 
anddone. Or, if this Sickneſs ſhall be a Sick- 
dels unto Death, give me a great and 
godly Sorrow for all the Offences of my 


true 

ite paſt, and Patience, that I may 
0 quietly, meekly, and humbly, reſign my- 
ut 


ſelf to thy good Will and Pleaſure ; that 
hen I depart out of this Valley of Tears, 
may be received through my dear Re- 


4 leemer's Merits into thine everlaſting 
Thi ingdom, and rejoice with thy Saints, 
er ever and ever. Amen, 


Though you call in the Phyſician, yet you muſt 
e ſure to look up to God for his Bleſſing. No 
| Medicines 
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Medicines can heal our Sickneſs, if God doth not 
give them Succeſs. However, we are to call in 
Aſſiſtance ; for, ſays the wiſe Son of Sirach, Ecclus. 
XXxViii. 12. Give place to the Phyſician, (and take hi 
Advice) for the Lord hath created him. 


When you take Phyjick. 


O Thou great Phyſician of Souls, who 
haſt appointed Means for the Reco- 


very of our Health, give a Bleſſing to the 


Remedies now uſed, that my Pains may 
be eaſed, and my Health reſtored ; that 
if it be thy bleſſed Will, I may not die, 
but live, and declare the Works of the 
Lord. And grant I may never forget 


the Vows I now make unto thee of better 
Obedience, but that as my Days arM 


lengthened, I may daily increaſe in thy 
holy Spirit more and more : That I may 


never ceaſe to adore thee, my God, while 
for the 


I have my Being ; which I beg 
Sake of my dear Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt, 


If you recover your Health 


O Lord, thou Preſerver of Health, who 
mighteſt juſtly have ſnatched me 
out of this World, in a ſudden and terri- 


ble Manner, but haſt in Mercy ſpared 


me, while many have been ſurprized is 
the midſt of their Sins, and hurried awa! 
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) everlaſting Miſery: O give me a large 
portion of thy Grace, that with joyful 
ips I may acknowledge thy loving Kind- 
es, and glorify thy Goodneſs all the 
Remainder of my Life, through Jeſus 
hriſt my Saviour. Amen. 


10 
0. If Sickneſs has awakened you to conſider your 
hel anger) let your great Deliverer have your Thanks 


id Praiſe : Thou wert haſtening to the Regions of 
e Dead; but the Lord ſtood by thee, and ſaved 
ee. Take care that his Grace be not beſtowed 
vain, If you do not amend your Doings, the 
ore aggravated will be your Sins here, and your 
orments more intolerable hereafter : Every Mer- 
vet, every Eſcape, muſt be accounted for: and that 
ter luch is received unthankfully, will at laſt prove a 
urſe, and not a Bleſſing. Let then the Kindneſſes 
f the Lord be ever in your Mouth : Order your 
thy muerſation aright, and live to him who hath done 2 
nayWe2t Things for you. Be not like hardened Wretches, 
nile ho, as ſoon as their Health is reſtored, return to 
h eir old Vices. Think on the Vows you made 
hen you was in Trouble, and let the Remainder 
riſt i that Life which God hath ſo wonderfully, and 
together without your Deſervings, continued to 
du, be ſpent in God's Service. 


| your Sickneſs encreaſes, and there are 


ſmall Hopes of your Recovery, 
a 900, who art infinite in Power, 
Compaſſion, and Goodneſs, look 
dwn from Heaven upon me a miſerable 
ner, here lying under thy Hand in 
e great 
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great Weakneſs of Body. Look mere 
fully upon me, O Lord, and the mot 


the outward Man decay eth, ſtrengthe 


me ſo much the more with thy Grad 


and holy Spirit in the inner Man, Gin 


me unfeigned Repentance for all th, 
Sins of my Life paſt, and ſtedfaſt Fait! 
in thy bor Jeſus, that my Sins may b. 
done away by thy Mercy, and my Pardo 
ſealed in Heaven, before I go hence ai 
be no more ſeen. I know, Lord, ther 
js nothing impoſſible with thee, and th 
thou canſt even yet raiſe me up, if ith 
beſt for me; and therefore I humbly {ub 
mit myſelf unto thy all-wiſe Dilpoſa 
Bat foraſmuch, as in all Appearance th 
Time of my Diſſolution draweth nc: 
O beſtow upon me thoſe holy and he 
venly Qualifications, which may fit m 
for my approaching Change. And when 


ſocver thou art pleaſed to take me hen 


take me unto thy Favour, thro' the M. 
Tits of thy moſt dearly beloved Son, Jell 
Chriſt our Lord, Amen. | 


IWhen the Sick Man abprebends lune, 
great Danger, 


AS J E thee, O Lord, to deliver m 
In thee, O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 0 


moſt merciful Saviour and only Redeemd 
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in thee alone is all my Truſt, Let me 
never be confounded, O bleſſed Jeſu, when 
"WI ſue to thee for Mercy. Mercy, O Lord, 
and Forgiveneſs of my Sins, is what I 
"Wmoſt humbly beg of thee. O Chriſt, 
ſave me. O God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt ; O holy, blcfled and glori- 
Wous Trinity, three Perſons, and one God, 
have Mercy upon me. Receive my Soul 
into thy Hands. And for thy Mercics 
ake place it in thy heavenly Kingdom, 
mong thy holy Angels and bleſſed Saints. 
Lord, hear me, and be merciful to 
e. Into thy Hands I commend my 
dpirit; for thou haſt redeemed me, O 
ord, thou God of Truth. Amen. 


When troubled in Mind. 


Bleſſcd Lord, thou great Phyſician 
of Souls, I come unto thee for Re- 
if, who only canſt heal my wounded 
pirit, and comfort my weak and de- 
ted Mind; deliver me from all thoſe 
ormenting Fears and Perplexities with 
hich J am fo encompaſſed, and which 
am not able to prevent, or reſiſt: I be- 
ech thee, Gracious God, to hear my 
omplaints, and take away this Burden 
m me, that being reſtored to a quiet, 
. and compoſed Frame of Mind, I 
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may ſerve thee with more Delight in the $ 
Duties of my heavenly Calling. Lord, n 
hear my Prayer, which in the Anguith of 6: 
a troubled Spirit I make unto thee, for the 
| Merits of my ever bleſſed Saviour, who 7 
himſelf was a Man of Sorrows, and ac- 
quainted with Grief, to whom with thee ( 
O Father, and thee O Holy Ghoſt, be al 
_ Glory, World without End. Amen. he 


Li 
If any of your Family or Friends die th 
ſuddenly, ; ly 


O Moſt gracious Father, Lord de 

Heaven and Earth, Judge of th th: 
Living and Dead, behold me here prof} K. 
ſtrate at thy Feet, on account of th Ti 
Servant whom thou haſt ſmitten witlY1ca 
thy haſty Rod. Grant that this an: 
other like Spectacles of Mortality, which tio 
are daily before my Eyes, may move m uo 
Heart effectually to conſider how traf}pe! 
and uncertain my own Condition is. GH 
that this ſudden Stroke of thy Hand, ma bat 
awaken me to a careful Performance Yp 
my Duty, that I may henceforth lo der 
honour and obey thee, and ſeriouſly ao 
ply n:y Heart to holy and heavenly Wi 
dom; that when I depart out of il 
Valley of Tears, I may die the Death 


the Ni Zhtcous, —id be numbered with d 
8. Ni 


endl 
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Saints in Glory everlaſting. And this I 


MI moſt ardently beg for Jeſus Chriſt his 
i Sake. Amen. 


ll The Sick Man's Prayer for his Family and 


(. Relations. 


O Lord God Almighty, I praiſe thee 

for the conſtant Experience I have 
had of thy great Goodneſs to me all my 
Life long. And now that I am going 
the Way of all Fleſh, and muſt be ſpeedi- 
ly gathered to my Fathers, I not only 
defire to retain to my laſt Breath, a 


th thankful Remembrance of this thy loving 
pro Kindneſs ; But beg Liberty alſo at the tame 
tl Time to intercede with thee, for thoſe I 


wit leave behind me, for [my Wife aud Chil- 
anden, and others] my near and dear Rela- 
hic tions. Take them all into thy Protec- 
m tion, and adminiſter to them all Things 
fra pertaining to Life and Godlineſs *, Be 
raſa Father to the Fatherleſs, and a Huſ- 
| nfſÞ}band to the Widow, Keep them as the 
ice Apple of thy Eye. Preſerve them un- 
lou der the Shadow of thy Wings; and let 
y no Evil come nigh their Dwelling. Thy 


=. If you are poor, and leave a poor Family be- 
** hing you, let not that afflict you, but remember, 


| that although you die, yet the Goodneſs of Ged 
th UMecndureth for ever. 


Sin L2 Hleſſing 
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Bleſſing is incomparably the moſt de-“ 
firable Portion I can leave them. Beſtow te 
upon them, I beſeech thee, all Bleſſings i 
Spiritual and Temporal in Chriſt Jeſu: W " 


Amen. th 


Tf Troubles of any Kind ali you. 


Gracious God, who for wiſe Ends art 

pleaſed to exerciſe us with Troubles 
and Afflictions, in order to awaken us 8 
out of that deep Sleep of Sin, whereinto 
the Pleaſures and vain Cares of this World 
have caſt us; and dilpoſe us thereby 
to wean our Hearts from all Thing: 
here below, and fix them on Death and 
Eternity : Adored be thy gracious Provi- 
dence, which by this Croſs and Calamity 
calleth loudly upon me to mind the one 
Thing needful, to ſet my Houſe in order, 
and prepare my Soul for a Place in the 
heavenly Manſions above. Mercifulh 
grant that I may anſwer the Deſign d 
thy Goodneſs, in calling me thus merci 
fully to Repentance and Newnels off 
Life. This Trouble I patiently ſubmit 
to, though for the preſent, it be not jo. 
ous, but grievous; hoping by thy Grace 
that it will produce in my Soul /e peact- 
able Fruits, of Righteouſneſs. Lord, eve! 
more Vt up the Light of thy Countenant 
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upon me; and raiſe up my finking Soul 
towards Heaven, where I hope to dwell 
when thou ſhall call me hence, there to 
ing Praiſes to God and to the Lamb with 
the heavenly Hott, through all the Ages 
of Eternity. Amen. 


* 


es ICKENESS being the uſual Forerunner of 
us Death, as Death is of Judgment, when the 
ito Soul will be ſentenced to an unalterable State, I 
11 cen not diſmiſs this Subject, without a few more 
ag Words of Advice. Ob that Men were wiſe, that 
by %% under/lood this, that they would conſider their lat- 
193 % End. I have obſerved with Sorrow, bow ſlow 

and backward Country People are to make their 
Peace with God: But do you, whilft you have Time 
before you, look carefully into your Breaſt, and di- 
1ty Nlgently examine how Accounts ſtand betwixt God 
one end your own Soul; fee if all Things are right be- 
tween Heaven and you. All your Thoughts, Words 
and Works, will then be looked into and examined 
the Wby an impartial Judge, who will pronounce a Sen- 
allyMWecnce that cannot be reverſed. Neither Wit, nor 
Power; not Friends, nor Riches, ſhall avail you 
any thing. Imagine to yourſelf, that you are ſoon 
to be brought before the All-ſeeing God, encom- 
paſſed with Millions of glorious Saints and Angels 
that Satan and your own Conſcience will accuſe you, 
md ſet before you the Things which you have done. 
This Thought ſhould, methinks, make the moſt ob- 
lurate Heart relent, and excite the Sinner to endea- 
our afte! a Reconciliation with the juſtly offended 
Majeſty of Heaven, Male no tarrying to turn to 
. L 3 | the 
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the Lord, and put off from Day to Day. If you 


neglect the precious Time, depend upon it, that the 
Devil, who is vigilant, cunning, and powerful, will 
not loſe the leaſt Opportunity of deceiving, and 
bringing yen into the Pit of Deſtruction. Be ſaler, 
be vigilant, becauſe your Adverſiry the Devil walketh 
abcut as a rearing Lion, ſeeking whom he may devour : 
And he rageth the more fiercely, becauſe he know- 
eth, that he hath but a ſhort Time. This Adver- 
ſary, who has a Thouſand Ways to deceive, will 
ruin you eternally, if God doth not protect and Ce- 
fend you. Therefore, ſeek unto God with your 
whole Heart, and unto him commit your Cauſe, 

Firſt, Aſk thy Soul, what Abuſes of Heaith thou 
haſt been guilty of, if thou haſt not neglectcd Gold 
and Heaven too much, and been too careful about 
this preſent World. Aſk, whether thou haſt rt 
omitted thy Duty to God, in the Diſuſe both cf 
publick and private Prayer? Or whether thou hast 
not worſhipped him in a cold and formal Manner: 

Secondly, See if you have not injured your Neizh- 
bour, if you have not hurt his Soul by ill Advice, 
or ill Example; or his Body in any Reſpect. 

Thirdly, Turn your Eyes inward on youfſelf; 
and ſee whether you have kept your Body in T em- 
petance, Soberneſs and Chattity? Look upon you! 
preſent bodily Indiſpoſition as ſent, 


r. To try your Patience. 
2. To prove your Faith, 
3. To reform and amend your Life. 


1. To try your Patience. The Captain of ou! 


Salvation, who was made perfect through Suffering, 


calls upon his Diſciples to take up their Croſs daily, 
and follow him. Now were the Servants of Jeſus 
Chriſt to be always healthy, proſperous,” and rich, 


they could not give any Proof how much they ate 


Con- 
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content to ſuffer, and how patiently they can reſigu 
themſelves up to God, under all Sorrows and At- 
fictions. If therefore you are viſited with IIlneſs, 
let not your bodily Pains, the Scorching of a Fever, 
the Pains of the Cholick, Gout, or Stone, tempt 
you to. unbecoming Murmurings and Impatience. 
Think that to be bet, which infinite Wiſdom hath 
permitted to befal you; and Jet your Sickneſs and 
Infirmity of Body, wean you from all inordinate 
Love of Riches and Pleaſures of rhis Life. So will 
God be glorified, and others edified by your ſud- 
miſſive and quiet Behaviour under this Viſitation, 

2. A ſecond Deſign of your Sickneſs is to exer- 
ciſe your Faith, that it may be found in the Day 
of the Lord, laudable, glorious, and honouradle, 
to the Increaſe of Glory and endleſs Felicity. God 
lends you this Sicknels, that you may have an Op- 
portunity of ſhewing your Stedfaſineis in the Chil— 
ſtian Faith before Men here, that he may crown your 
Faith with everlaſting Honours, before his holy An- 
gels hereafter. 

3. This Sickneſs may be ſent to reclaim you from 
a vicious and ungodly Courſe of Life. hen all 
Things go ſmoothly on, how apt are Men to be 
betrayed into Sin? And therefore God, who is rich 
in Mercy, often afflicts the Body, in order to cure 
the Soul. Have you not, in Time of Health, abuſed 
your Strength to Luxury, to Luſt, Gluttony, or 
Drunkenneis ? God now puniſhes you in the Fleſh, - 
- 88 Sins which you have committed in the 

eſh. 

Have you not immoderately purſued the Riches 
and Glories of the World, at the ſame Time neg- 
lecting the Care of your Soul, which is the one Thing 
needful? God now convinces you by what you ſuf- 
ter, that theſe earthly Goods cannot give you the 
leaſt Comfort. Have you not wanted Compaſſion 
tor the Sick? You are now. taught what Sorrows 
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and Sufferings, Multitudes of your Fellow-Creatures 
go through, and how much you are to blame, for 
not having aſſiſted them, according to your Ability, 
Have you not neglected the Means of Grace? gs 
publick and private Prayer, religiouſly obſerving the 
Lord's Day, and receiving the Holy Sacraments ? 
Now then, if Sickneſs brings you to a Senſe of your 
pait Omiſſions, if it makes you better, more holy 
ard patient, if it increaſes your Faith, and excites 
in you a Hunger and Thirſt after Righteouſneſs, this 
will make you dearer to God, and will ſet you 
forward in your Way to Heaven. They who have 
no Sorrow, no Sickneſs, no Troubles, to exetciſe 
them, are commonly tov fond of this World; they 
are loved by the World; and they delight in no- 
thing but worldly Pleaſures and Enjoyments, But 
then ales! earthly Happineſs is all they are like to 
enjoy, and who would envy them theſe periſhing, 
mort liv'd Satisfactions? Beſides, as I ſaid before, 
the Captain of our Salvation was not made perfect 
without Sufferings. If therefore you expect a Part 
in his Triumph, you muſt not murmur to follow 
your olotious Leader through Tribulation, 

Thus when you have ſettled your worldly Affairs, 
have been charitable to the Poor and Needy, accord- 
ing to your Ability, examined and tried your Ways, 
made a ſpecial Confeſſion of your Sins, if you felt 
your Conlcience troubled with any weighty Matter, 
and received the Holy Sacrament, and made the belt 
Preparation you was able for your great Change, 
you may with Comfort and Joy, think on your ap- 
proaching Diſſolution. Death, at firtt, will appear 
frightful and amazing; the Separation of Soul and 
Body, thoſe old Companions, will be ſomewhat 
ſhocking : But then a Voice has been heard from 
Heaven, ſcying, Bleſſed are the Dead that die in 
the Lord. A well-grounded Hope that our Death 


will be thus blefled, will ſtrip the King of Terre 
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of all his affrighting Ghaſtlineſs. You then fhall 
walk through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, 
and fear no Evil. You may look forward®before 
you with inexprefible Delight, to a bright Scence of 
Glory and Immortality ; when you ſhall be gathered 
to the general Aſſembly of the Saints, and to the 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfect; there ſhall you 
receive the Things which God hath prepared for 
thoſe that love him: Things which your Eye 
is Wicver ſaw, nor your Ear heard, nor the Tongs of 
u Man is able to expreſs. There your Portion ſhall 
ve Ide with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, with the Pro— 
ſe Wphets and Apoſtles, with Martyrs and Confeſlors, 
ey End all the holy Saints, in the Kingdom of God, to 
o- {ternal Ages. 

ut But they that have lived in ſuch an unprepared 
to ate of Soul, as that they are afraid to die, and 
g, Wipcar before the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, ſhould 
re, Wt be their miſerable Lot to be cut off. in the midſt 
et If their ſinful Folly, and expire with their Sins un— 
art ardoned; the veiy Thoughts of Death will ftrike 
ow em with Horror and Amazement. The ſharp 
nd tormenting Pains which the departing Sinner 
els in his Body,.make him wiſh to die ; but the 
ore tormenting Pains of his awakened Conſcience, 
ake him dread the Thoughts of Death. "Thus the 
ying Sinner is racked and diſtreſſed both in Body 


ter, Id Soul. The Agonies of his guilty, deſpairing 
belt lind, are more inſupportable than all the Pains 
ge, Nd Tortures of his Diſeaſe. He has, as it were, a 
ap- Peretaſte of Hell even before Death; and after his 
Dear Weparture hence, his loſt, unhappy Soul ſhall be 
and rried by wicked Spirits to the Manſions of the 


amned, to the Seats of Horror and Deſpair ; where 
tan, who tempted him to his Deſtruction, ſhall 
ſult at his Calamity, and rejoice at his Damnation. 
eath ere Shall be weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of 
ror Teeth, 
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Teeth, in that diſmal Place, where the Nori wie) 
not, and the Fire is not quenched, 

From all Blindneſs of Heart, from the Crafts ard 
Aſſaults of the Devil, from thy Wrath, and from 
everlaſting Damnation, 

Good Lord deliver ut. 


Now in all Tribulation and Anguiſh of Spirit, in 
all Dangers of Soul and Body, in Sickneſs and Ad. 
verſity, in the Hour of Death, and in the Day of 
Judgment : 

Good Lord deliver me, and all thy faithful Peil, 
Amen. 
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1 
in I the honeſt Huſbandman has any Concern for 
d 


his Happineſs in this World, as well as in that 
eternal State, to which we are haſtening, he will lay 
the foregoing Things to Heart, which if he does in 
dimplicity and godly Sincerity, he will daily im- 
prove in all Virtue and Godlineſs of living, and feel 
more and more of the Power and Efficacy of divine 
Grace upon his Heart. 

Earneftly pray, that the Holy Ghoſt, the Purger 
of all inward Corruption, and Healer of all ſpiritual 
Diſeaſes, would kindle ſuch a Flame of Piety in 
your Breaſt, as may burn up all your Droſs. And 
be not diſcouraged by Reaſon of thoſe Frailties and 
Infirmities of your Nature, which you do not in- 
lulge, for our compaſſionate Redeemer hath pro- 

iſed*not to break the bruiſed Reed, nor quench 
he ſmoaking Flax. 

Upon your ſincere Repentance, he will relieve, 
eal, and comfort you; and altho' your Sins have 
deen great, yet his Mercy is ſtill greater. And tho” 
c preſent you ſeem cold and indevout in God's Ser- 
ice; yet by daily Devotion, that Heavineſs which 
angs about you will go off. O 'tis a delightful Em- 
loyment to enter into our Cloſets (as our Saviour 


recs) and there pray to our heavenly Father, and 


ad and meditate on his moſt holy Word. Hereby 
religious Turn of Mind will be happily acquired, 
ew Thoughts, new Words, new Actions, will be 
roduced; in ſhort, hereby you will become à new 
reature in Chriſt. And then no Words can ex- 
eſs the Happineſs of your Condition. But oy 

er- 
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Perſons alledge, that they are ſo encumbered with 
the Cares of this Life, that they cannot be at Leiſure Mp. 
for theſe holy Exerciſes. But I anſwer, your "I'rea- Naa. 
ſure is in Heaven, and if you gte truly wiſe, Heaven Is 
will be your firſt and greateſt Concern, 


. 
, . 


Others perhaps have long indulged themſelves in +] 
Covetoufneſs, Luſt, Drunkenneſs, or ſome foul z 
and ſenſual Vice; and to the Difficulty of Repen-Neuil 
tance, and the Duty of looking into the State of in y 
their Souls, will ſeem hard and terrible; but if you MC; 


have contracted Inclinations to Evil, which are di- Nr: 

ficult to conquer, pray conſider that you have brought 

this Difficulty upon yourſelf, by your finful Indu!- 
| gencies. But be the Difficulties of Religion whatWng 
| they will, conſider ſeriouſly that without making 
| ous Peace with God, you cannot enter into theMWng 
Lingdom of Heaven. Alſo know and under tand, lud 
that the being tormented tho' but one Hour in Hel 
Flames, will be more intolerable than many Years 
of ſorrowing for your Sins. 

Now good Impreſſions early made on a tendeiſßeve 
Breaſt, being of the laſt Importance towards a vir Deg! 
tuous Life, and holy Death; I cannot, before udo 
conclude, but addreſs myſelf, | 


1. To Parents and Guardians of Youth. 
2. To young People themſelves. 


1. To Parents and Guardians. If you frequent 
tell the Children committed to your Charge, thi 
they are not born only for this, but chiefly id 
another and better World; and if you are careful t 
ſeaſon their Minds with good Inſtructions, and brit! 
them up in the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord 
they will be happily preſerved from innumerabWoſt 
Sins, being ſo well armed againſt Temptations Wrva 
the Fleſh, the World, and the Devil; then thi 


God's Grace they will remember their Creator 
= til 
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aue Days of their Youth, live with Comfort, die in 
e peace, and riſe in Glory. But if you have ſhame- 
„ally neglected to bring them up in the Fear of the 
Lord, their Blood will be required at your Hands. 

2. To young People. You are now in the Bloom 
of Life, and juſt entering upon the World. And 
tis to be charitably hoped that you have not yet been 
guilty of any great and preſumptuous Sin; now 'tis 
un your Power by the Grace of God, with a little 
ou Care and Reſolution, to ſave yourſelves the Trouble 
11i- Wof a long Repentance, and never feel the Miſery of 
ght ngovernable Paſſions, and unrepented Sins, Your 
u.-Wouls have not as yet been defiled with any great 
and actual Tranſgreſſions; your Conſciences ſpeak 
üg heace unto you: All is quiet and calm within, 
nd you have no need to tremble for fear of God's 
ludgments. But if by wicked Companions, you 
all at any Time hereafter be drawn off from your 
Duty, and fall into a vicious Courſe of Life, ſad 
nd miſerable will your Condition be, You ma 
ever think of returning to your Duty; but by 
Degrees grow hardened in Sin, and then you are 
ndone to all Eternity. And when you come to 
e ſick, and lie upon a Death-bed, you will paſ- 
onately cry out; O that I had never gone aſtray ; 
that I could recover my loſt Innocence ! I would 
ot part again with that ſweet divine heavenly Com- 
ion for all the Pleaſures and Glories of the whole 
Vorld. 

It is to be hoped, that your Parents and Rela- 
ns have walked before you in the Fear of God; 
ing their beſt Endeavours, that all committed to 
eir Charge, might keep the Way of the Lord; 
Wat their Children might be the Children of the 
1erabWoſt High, and that their Servants might be the 
rvants of their heavenly Maſter. O * 
ends ! let not the Prayers, and Tears, good 
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Advice of your godly Parents be loſt upon vou, 
Think on all the Troubles they have undergone, 
and with what Care and Anxiety they have labouret 
to make you everlaſtingly happy. Think what 
Conſolation and Joy it will be to them, if you 
anſwer their pious Care; and prove a Bleſſing to all 


that are round about you. Think that many Eye 


are fixed upon you, taking Notice of your Rehe 


viour : But what is more, that God, who fills a 


Places with his Preſence, beholds all your Actions 
and how can you commit any Indecency in the 
Sight of your Lord and your Judge? 

The. Gaivey of your youthful Years may temy 
you to turn a deaf Ear to all this good Advice 
but remember, that old Age will quickly overtak 
you, and bow your Strength down to the Grave 
and then every earthly Delight will forſake yo 
Then muſt you take leave of all you have toiled to 
of your Friends, and whatever is dear and valu 
able to you : only your good Works ſhall fol! 
you beyond the Grave. If you have faithfully en 
deavoured to make your Calling and Election ſur: 
and are prepared for your great Change, O wi 
is it for thee, and happy ſhalt thou be! For you fi: 
go from this World of Miſery, to the Paradiſe of t 

leſſed; and be admitted into the New 7er/al 
where the Souls of' them that Sleep in the Lo 
Jeſus enjoy perpetual Reſt and Felicity. O me 
bleſſed Manſion of the heavenly City! O moſt cit 
Day of Eternity, which no Night obſcureth, “ 
the Glory of God ever enlightneth ! O biel 
Jeſus (let the devout Chriſtian ſay), when {hal 
behold thee ! when ſhall I contemplate the Glory 
thy Kingdom! When wilt thou be unto me al 
all! O when ſhall I be-with thee in thy Kingdo! 
which thou haſt prepared, for thy Beloved from 
Eter nity ! Jam left a poor and baniſhed Man , 

1 ; g : J 


{ 


Lan. 
2 
aſſu: 


ſter 


CONCLUSION. 231 


Land of mine Enemies, where there are daily Wars, 
and great Calamities. Comfort my Baniſhment, 
ſſuage my Sorrow : For my whole Deſite ſigheth 
ter thee, 


Come Lord Feſus ! Come quickly, 


Mornings 


— — Ana 
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Morning Prayer for a Family, 


Let one read, or ſay devoutly what followet) 
the reſt of the Family attending, 


"1 78 Lord hath brought us ſafe t 


the Beginning of this Day, let u 
therefore give him Thanks for this, an 
for all his Mercies. 


Let us pray that we may live in tlie 


Fear of God, and continue in Love an 
Charity with our Neighbours, 


That the Lord may bleſs all our honel 


Endeavours, and make us content wit 
what his Providence ſhall order for us. 


And that we may continue his faithfu 


Servants unto our Lives end. 


ſul fe 


may 
Conf, 
often 
we 1 
ſiſt t. 
Fleſh 
tions 

holy 

Deal 
Word 
ſineſe 
becar 
LCC 


from 


Mak 


UPON 


may 


graci 


us, 2 


For all which Bleſſings let us de vou Give 


pray. 
Then all devoutly kneeling, let one ſay, 


O 


governed and 


TAC 
hir 
O C. 
1 


God, by whom the whole World nd; 
preſerved, we gi 


ea 


thee humble Thanks for thy fatherly CaWetus 


over us; beſeeching thee to make 


truly ſenſible of thy Mercies, and mw 


O 
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ſul for thern, Give us Grace, that wr 
may walk as in thy Sight, making @ 
Conſcience of our Ways, and fearing to 
offend thee, may never fall into the Sins 
we have repented of. Enable us to re- 
it the Temptations of the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil; to follow the Mo- 
ions of thy good Spirit, to be ferious aud 
holy in our Lives, true and juſt in our 
Dealings, watchful! over our Thoughts, 
Words and Actions, diligent in our "Bus 
neſs, and temperate in all Things. And 
becauſe we cannot be ſafe without thy 
duccour, defend us, we beſcech thee, 
Irom all Dangers both of Body and Soul. 
Make us ever ſenſible that we depend 
upon thee, that in all our Necectiities we 
Way look up to thee for Help. And the 
ugracious God give us what is necdful for 
us, and withal give us contented Minds, 
ive us the Bleſſings of this Life, aud 
TAace not to abuſe them; but Hove all 
hings, give us the Bleſfings of the World 
o come, for Jeſus Chr; ſk's Sake, Hear 
s, O God, not according to our weak 
| nderftanding, but ac cording to the full 
0 Meaning of that Form of W ords, whic 1 
aWcfus Chriſt hath tauglit us: 


Our Father, &c. 
| M HE 


** 3 , 8 
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HE Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, m 
and the Love of God, and the e- L 
lowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be with ». pi 


all evermore. Amen, | pa 

ey 

Evening Prayer for a Family. gr 

an 

| Let one read, or ſay devoutly what follows!! — 
| the reſt of the Family attending. * 
Y the Favour of God, we are come = 

to the Evening of this Day; and ef th. 

are fo much nearer our latter End. —— Ig 

Let us ſerioutly confider this, and prov... 

God to fit us for the Hour of Death. of 

Let us with penitent Hearts beſeech h x. 

to pardon our Sins; and to deliver fff , 

trom the Evils which we have juſtly ce In 
terved.— Let us reſolve to amend wih ver, 

we have done amiſs, and pray God tiutff, 

| tis Grace may ever be with us. Ad may 
| that we may be ſafe under his Protection if - 
who alone can defend us from all Dang ff py... 

as wel! ghoſtly as bodily: for all Wien 
Bleitings let us devoutly pray. wat 

abo 

Then all devoui ly kneeling, let one ſay, Inck 

Lord and Heavenly Father, we aeatio 

knowledge thy great Goodneſs to uz thy | 

in n ſparing us . we deſerve Punt end 


Men 


EVENING PRAYER. 235 


ment; in giving us the Neceſſaries of this 
Life: And in ſetting before us the Hap- 
pineſs of a better Life ! O merciful God, 
pardon our Sins; correct and amend what- 
ever thou ſeeſt amiſs in us, that as we 
| grow in Years, we may grow in Grace, 
and the nearer we draw to our latter End, 
the better we may he prepared for it. In 
the midſt of Life we are in Death. Lord, 
grant that theſe Thoughts may make us 
careful how we live, that we may eſcape 
the bitter Pains of eternal Death. Take 
from us all Ignorance, Hardneſs of Heart, 
and too much Carefulneſs for the Things 
of this Life. Make us a Family fearing 
thee, O God, ſubmitting ourſelves to thy 
good Pleaſure, and putting our whole 
Truſt in thy Mercy. Grent that Go- 
vernors may rule with Trr ch and Juſtice, 
2nd that we, whoſe Duty it is to obey, 
may do it tor Conſcience Sake. Conti- 


Bleflings of Peace and Unity, which by 
„ Goodneſs we enjoy. We commend 
unto thy tender Mercy, O God, all that 
labour under Trials and Afflictions, all 
ick and dying Perſons, and all our Re- 
acJWations, Benefactors, and Friends, Let 

ſhy Bleſling, O Lord, be with us, to de- 
tend us in all Dangers, and comfort us in 


2 All 


nue to us the Means of Grace, and the 


N n „ 
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all Adverſities; and when we depart thi; 
Life, grant that we may dwell with thee i: 
Life everlaſting, for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, 
Hear us, O merciful God, not accord- 
ing to our weak Underſtanding but uc- 
cording to the full Meaning of that Form 
of Words, which Jeſus Chriſt hath taught 


us. 
Our Father, which art in Heaven, Oc. 


The Grace of out Lord Jeſus Chriſt, & 


I. NIS. 
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